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1918-ci ilin mart soyqirimlart oz qaddarligina va miqyasina gora takca
Azarbaycantarixinin deyil, ham da basar tarixinin an ganli facialorindon biridir.
Fiirsatdan istifada edon ermani calladlar: usaqlari, qocalari, gadinlart demadan
dinc ahalini kiitlavi sakilda gatloyetirdilor. On minlarlo azarbaycanli ila yanasi,
lazgi, yahudi, rus, avar, talis millatlorina monsub minlorlo insan qilincdan,
stingtidan kegirilorak diri-diri yandirilhib. Milli memarhq incilorini, maktablori,
xastaxanalari, mascidlari, madaniyyat abidalarini dagidiblar. Bakinin boyiik bir
hissasini xarabaliga cevirdilor. Azarbaycanlilarin soyqurimi tokca Bakida deyil,
Samaxida, Quba qazalarinda, Qarabagda, Zongazurda, Nax¢ivanda, Lonka-
randa, Gancada va digor bélgalorda da xiisusi gaddarhqla hayata kegirilib.

Ermonilorin tarix boyu xalqimiza qarsi toratdiklori biitiin cinayatlorin
cavabt 2020-ci ilin sentyabrinda baglayan vao 44 giin davam edan Vaton
Miiharibasinda verildi. 200 ildon artigdir ki, ermanilorin “boyiik Ermoanistan”
xiilyast ¢argivasinda toratdiklori vahsiliklor, sohidlorimiz Miizoffor Ali Bas
Komandan Ilham Bliyevin rahbarliyi ilo déyiis meydaninda sahidlorimizin agir
yiikiinii aliblar. Ermonistamin 30 illik isgalina son qoyuldu, 6lkomizin arazi
biitovliiyii barpa edildi.

HE3ABBIBAEMAS PAHA HAIIIEM UCTOPHUMU - 31 MAPTA
Ceetyiana MamenoBa

Kniouesvie cnosa: eenouud, npecmynjienue, He3A6UCUMOCHIb, HAWlaA
KpPOBHAs namianmbsv, NOaUmuKa, HAayUOHAJIUIM

Mapmosckuti eenoyud 1918 200a no ceoetl xnecmoxocmu u macuimabam
ABNAEMCA OOHOU U3 CAMbBIX KPOBABLIX Mpazeduti He MOAbKO 6 UCMOpul
Asepbaiidocana, Ho u 6 ucmopuu yenogedecmsda. Bocnonvsosasuiucy ciyuaem,
aApMAHCKUEe NAanauyu YCmpouiu Maccosvle YOulcmea MUPHO20 HAceNeHUs, He
2080ps yoce 0 Oemsax, cmapukax u sxceHwunax. Hapaoy ¢ decamkamu molcay
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azepbaiiddicanyes, mvlcauu a00eu, NPUHAONEHCAWUX K JIe3CUHAM, e8PesM,
PYCCKUM, asapyam u manvluam, Obliu NOOGEPSHYMbl MedaM U WMbIKaM U
cootcoicenvl  3anxcuso. OHU  paspywiunu  HAYUOHATIbHbIE — aApXUMeEKmYpHble
HCEMYYICUHDL, WKOIbL, OONbHUYbLL, Meyemu U namsamuuku Kyavmypel. OHu
npespamunu ooavuyro ywacmo baky 6 pyunvl. 'enoyud azepbaiiodxcanyes Ovli
ocywecmenen ¢ 0cobol dcecmokocmvio He moavko 6 baky, Ho u 6
Hlamaxunckom, Iyounckom paiionax, Kapabaxe, 3anecesype, Haxuvieane,
JIanxapane, I'anooice u Opy2ux pecuonax.

Omeem Ha éce npecmynjieHusl, CO8epUIeHHble APMAHAMU NPOMUE HAULE20
Hapooda 3a ecto ucmopuio, oana OmeuecmeenHnas GolUHA, KOMOPAs HAYALACH 8
cenmsope 2020 cooa u onunace 44 ous. Ha npomsocenuu 6onee 200 nem
38epcme, CoepulaemMblX APMAHAMU 6 pamMKax ammazuu 0  «8eIUKOU
Apmenuuy, Hawu wWaxuovl NPUHUMANY HA ceOsl OCHOBHOLL yOap HAWUX WAXUOO8
Ha nonre 60a nNo0 pykosoocmeom Bepxosnoco InasHoxkomanoyioweco
Myzaggapa Hnexama Anuesa. 30-nemmusin  oxkkynayus Apmenuu Owvina
npekpauwjena, MeppumopuanbHas YenocmHoCmy Hawel cmpanbl
80CCMAHOBTIEHA.

AN UNFORGETTABLE WOUND OF OUR HiSTORY-31 MARCH
Svetlana Mammadova
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The March genocides of 1918 are one of the bloodiest tragedies not only
in the history of Azerbaijan, but also in human history due to their cruelty and
scale. Taking advantage of the opportunity, the Armenian executioners mass-
murdered the civilian population, not to mention children, old people, and
women. Along with tens of thousands of Azerbaijanis, thousands of people
belonging to Lezgi, Jews, Russians, Avars and Talysh nationalities were put
through swords and bayonets and burned alive. They destroyed national
architectural pearls, schools, hospitals, mosques and cultural monuments. They
turned a large part of Baku into ruins. Genocide of Azerbaijanis was carried
out with special cruelty not only in Baku, but also in Shamakhi, Guba districts,
Karabakh, Zangezur, Nakhchivan, Lankaran, Ganja and other regions.

The answer to all the crimes committed by Armenians against our people
throughout history was given in the Patriotic War that started in September
2020 and lasted for 44 days. For more than 200 years, the atrocities committed
by Armenians within the framework of the "great Armenia" fantasy, our martyrs
received the brunt of our martyrs on the battlefield under the leadership of
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Muzaffar Supreme Commander-in-Chief Ilham Aliyev. The 30-year occupation
of Armenia was ended, and the territorial integrity of our country was restored.

After the Republic of Azerbaijan gained independence, it was possible
to create an objective picture of the historical past of our people. Truths that
have been kept secret for many years are revealed, and distorted events get their
true value. The agreements of Gulistan and Turkmenchay, signed in 1813 and
1828, laid the foundation for the division of the Azerbaijani people and the
division of our historical lands. As a continuation of this national tragedy of the
Azerbaijani people, the seizure of their lands began. In a short period of time,
this policy was implemented and the mass transfer of Armenians to the lands of
Azerbaijan was carried out. Genocide became an integral part of the occupation
of Azerbaijani lands. Armenians settled in the territories of Iravan, Nakhchivan
and Karabakh khanates managed to create an administrative division called
"Armenian province" under the auspices of their patrons, despite being a
minority compared to Azerbaijanis living there. With such artificial territorial
division, in fact, the foundation of the policy of expulsion and destruction of
Azerbaijanis from their lands was laid. The ideas of "Greater Armenia" began
to be propagated. Large-scale programs aimed at falsifying the history of the
Armenian people were carried out in order to "justify" the creation of this
fictitious state on the lands of Azerbaijan. Distortion of the history of
Azerbaijan and the Caucasus in general was an important component of those
programs.

In the territories of Iravan, Nakhchivan and Karabakh khanates settled
Armenians with Azerbaijanis living there of their patrons despite being a
minority in comparison under the auspices of the administrative division called
"Armenian Province". They succeeded in creating. With such an artificial
territorial division, in fact,expulsion and destruction of Azerbaijanis from their
lands the foundation of the policy was laid. Propagation of "Great Armenia"
ideas started to happen. In the Azerbaijani lands of this fictitious state "for the
purpose of justifying" the creation of the Armenian people large-scale programs
aimed at falsification of history were carried out. Distortion of the history of
Azerbaijan and the Caucasus in general is an important omission of those
programAzerbaijanis were gradually ousted from the native lands, and in their
territories were settled the Armenians moved from another countries [3, s. 32].

Throughout decades the genocide was accompanied by total ideological
aggression, terror against the Turkish and Azerbaijani people, their outstanding
representatives. In the conditions of discrimination concerning the Turk-
Muslim people at the time of imperial Russia and the USSR this policy
proceeded in more refined and dangerous methods, deportation and genocide of
Azerbaijanis has accepted mass character.
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The Bolsheviks, who started political repressions in the first months of
Sovietization, Bakustarted mass arrests and murders against the clergy in their
villages and these punitive measures. It also reached Mashtaga. Several
religious figures of the village in front of the mosquesthey shot them in front of
the public and put about 80 people in prison. In MashtagadaNariman
Narimanova, who carried out mass murders and shooting of religious
figuresdeliver Seyidaga Akhundzade to partially prevent repressions in
Mashtaga knew. According to some opinions, SeyidagaAkhundzade is a close
friend of Nariman Narimanov and was politically active in the "Hummat" party
for some time [1, s. 28].

And in 1802 tsar Alexander I, has directed to the Caucasian governor
concrete instruction about use at any cost Armenians at capture of the
Azerbaijan khanates. As a result of the Russian-Iranian and Russian-Turkish
wars in XIX century, on the Azerbaijani lands it has been moved 40 thousand
Armenians from Iran and 85 thousand from Turkey, and in territories of Iravan
and Nakhchivan khanates “the Armenian province” was formed. As a matter of
fact, it became the base of the future Armenia created at the expense of the
Azerbaijani lands. It has to be reminded that at that time in the city of Yerevan
there lived 7331 Azerbaijanis and 2369 Armenians. In the spring of 1918
Armenians, including Stepan Shaumyan, who, under the mask of a Bolshevik,
pursued dashnak policy, and his supporters have carried out evil deeds
concerning Azerbaijanis in Baku, Shamakhi, Guba, Karabakh, Lankaran, Ganja,
Zangezur and in other regions, with special cruelty have exterminated more
than 70 thousand innocent people, have wiped villages, and their inhabitants
have been driven from homelands. The Armenian armed groups have destroyed
229 villages in the Baku district, 272 - in Ganja, 15 - in Zangezur province and
157 - in Karabakh. In 1918-1920s, the dashanks with unprecedented cruelty
have killed in the Western Azerbaijan of 565 thousand Azerbaijanis.

The crimes that occurred in Shamakhi were carried out more brutally
with the anti-Turkish, anti-Muslim policy of Russian and Armenian nationalists
besides, S. Lalayev's sense of personal revenge and hatred towards the local
population had a certain effect. He is an Armenian-Muslim who happened in
1905-1906 the revenge of his father and uncle, who were killed during the
massacres, from the people of Shamakhi committed unprecedented atrocities
against the civilian population. But the facts proves that in 1905-1906, his
father and unclewere victims [2, s. 16].

Though the genocide pursued against Azerbaijanis also has long history,
the truth about it has been brought to the public notice thanks to resoluteness of
the nationwide leader Heydar Aliyev. Only after his Decree from March 26,
1998 the genocide has received its political-legal assessment. Since then March
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31 is marked at the state level as Day of Azerbaijanis’ genocide, carried out
actions of respect of the memory of victims of genocide.

Armenians implemented various genocidal policies against
Azerbaijanis. One such atrocity was committed on March 18, 1918. The
genocide of Azerbaijanis on March 31 is a manifestation of Armenian
vandalism committed against humanity. In Azerbaijan, March 31 is celebrated
as Genocide Day of Azerbaijanis every year. As a result of this large-scale
bloody action, hundreds of settlements were razed to the ground, and thousands
of Azerbaijanis were brutally and brutally killed. Armenians, who did not have
their own state during the 4th-19th centuries, used Russia's imperial policy as a
tool to create a "great Armenia" state in order to implement the policy of
genocide. As a result of this, all the tragedies of Azerbaijan in the 19th and 20th
centuries were accompanied by the seizure of their lands, and constituted
separate stages of the genocide policy carried out by the Armenians against the
Azerbaijanis in a deliberate and planned manner. Thousands of peaceful
Azerbaijanis were destroyed just because of their nationality. Armenians burned
houses and threw people alive into the fire. National architectural monuments,
schools, hospitals, mosques and other buildings were destroyed by them. The
genocide of Azerbaijanis was carried out with special cruelty in Baku,
Shamakhi Guba, Karabakh, Zangezur, Nakhchivan, Lankaran and other areas of
Azerbaijan. In these lands, civilians were massacred, villages were burned, and
national cultural monuments were destroyed. As a result of this genocide
committed by Armenians against Azerbaijanis in March-April 1918, more than
30 thousand of our compatriots were killed in Baku, Shamakhi, Guba, Mugan
and Lankaran, and 10 thousand people were expelled from their lands. About
10,000 Azerbaijanis were brutally killed in Baku alone, 58 villages were
destroyed in Shamakhi, and 7,000 people (1,653 women, 965 children) were
killed. 122 villages were wiped out in the Guba region, 150 in the mountainous
part of Karabakh, 115 in Zangezur, 211 in Iravan province, 92 in Kars province.

National in Azerbaijan, Tatarstan and Turkestan in the spring and
summer of 1917two trends in the movement to give autonomy to the Muslim
provinces of Russiawas showing itself. One of them was the trend ofunitarism,
which its supporters in Russiawithin the framework of a unified bourgeois
republic with centralized powerthey demanded that Muslims be given only
cultural autonomy. Second inclinationand his supporters wished for federalism.
They are federative-bourgeois in Russiawere in favor of territorial autonomy
within the framework of the republic. These requirements are mainly It was put
forward by Azerbaijani intellectuals [4, s. 30].

The main task of modern youth is not to neglect our objective history
for the sake of a strong state, we should study our history accurately and never
forget who our neighbors are. These valuable historical documents made it
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possible to expose Armenian treachery, their ugliness against humanity and
human values in front of the whole world. Thus, while analyzing the historical
stages of the genocide against the Azerbaijani Muslims, the policy of genocide
suffered by the Azerbaijani people in the 20th century makes us learn from the
bitter history we are living, to fight for historical, political and legal assessment
of the events and to think about the future from today.

Mr. President [Tham Aliyev has taken and continues to take progressive
steps in the direction of conveying the facts of genocide committed by
Armenians in the last century to the world community. These tragedies are the
truths that have been repeated many times in all periods of our history, and we
have no moral right to forget them. We believe that the purposeful and decisive
position of our respected President Mr. Ilham Aliyev in the direction of
resolving the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia will
provide an opportunity to properly convey the truths of Azerbaijan to the whole
world and find a fair solution to this issue.

On July 15, 1918, the Council of Ministers of the Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic adopted a decision to establish an Extraordinary
Investigation Commission to investigate this tragedy. The commission
investigated the March genocide - the atrocities in Shamakhi at the initial stage,
the serious crimes committed by Armenians in the territory of Yerevan
governorate. A special institution was created under the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to convey these truths to the world community. March 31 was declared
a national day of mourning by the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. Because
the main purpose of creating the Commission is to collect investigative
documents related to the genocides carried out by the Armenian-Bolshevik
Dashnak forces in Baku in March 1918, in Shamakhi in March-May, in Guba in
May-June, in Western Azerbaijan in 1918-1919 and in other different regions of
Azerbaijan. and translating the collected documents into different languages of
the world and publishing them in English, French, Russian, Arabic and Turkish
languages, and introducing the international world to the unprecedented
tragedies that befell Azerbaijan. Taking over the legislative duties of the
National Council, the government of Azerbaijan began to create state power
structures. The first steps taken in this direction were the adoption of a number
of laws related to the foreign and domestic policy of the new state. May Allah
bless the souls of the victims of genocide!
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