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31 MART QAN YADDASIMIZ
Xiilaso

Hor bir xalqin tarixindoe facislor, qirgmlarla dolu sohifolor mévcuddur,
lakin homin xalq o zaman golocoys inamla iraliloyir, o zaman giiclii olur, o zaman
zofor calir ki, Ulu Ondor Heydor Oliyevin do qeyd etdiyi kimi, tarixi hadisolora
bigano yanagmasin, faciolordon notico ¢ixarmagi bacarsin. Artiq bu giin biitiin diinya
Umummilli Lider Heydor ®liyevin siyasatini ugurla davam etdiron vo onu daha da
giiclondiron Azorbaycan Prezidenti, Ali Bas Komandan, Qalib Lider IlTham Sliyevin
rohbarliyi ilo rosadstli ordumuzun tarixi hadiselora layiqli qiymot verdiyinin sahidi
oldu. Azorbaycan xalqi son 200 il arzindo ermoni millst¢i-sovinistlorinin davamli
olaraq etnik tomizloms, soyqirim siyasotine moruz qalmigdir. Azarbaycan xalqi tarixi
torpaqlarindan qovulmus, qacqina, moacburi kockiine ¢evrilmis vo biitlin bunlar
ermonilor torafindon kiitlovi qirginlarla miisayst olunmusdur. Hor bir Azorbaycan
votondast da xalqumizin basina gotirilon faciolori unutmamali, hoqigotlorin, o
cimlodon 1918-ci ilin martinda bas vermis hadisalarin galocok nasillera vo diinya
ictimaiyyatina catdirilmasi {i¢tin alindon galoni etmalidir.

Acar sozlar: tarix, facis, gan yaddasi, soyqrim, miistaqil dovlat.

SEVDA KHALILOVA

OUR BLOOD MEMORY 31 MARCH
SUMMARY

There are pages full of tragedies and massacres in the history of every nation,
but then that nation moves forward with confidence in the future, then becomes
strong, then triumphs, so that, as noted by the Great Leader Heydar Aliyev, it should
not be indifferent to historical events, but should be able to draw conclusions from
tragedies. Today, the whole world has witnessed that our brave army under the
leadership of President of Azerbaijan, Commander-in-Chief, Victorious Leader
ITham Aliyev, who successfully continued the policy of National Leader Heydar
Aliyev and strengthened it even more, gave a worthy assessment to the historical
events. During the last 200 years, the people of Azerbaijan have been continuously
subjected to the policy of ethnic cleansing and genocide by the Armenian nationalist-
chauvinists. The people of Azerbaijan were driven out of their historical lands,
turned into refugees and internally displaced persons, and all this was accompanied
by mass massacres by the Armenians. Every citizen of Azerbaijan should not forget
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the tragedies that befell our nation, and should do everything possible to convey the
truth, including the events of March 1918, to future generations and the world
community.

Keywords: history, tragedy, blood memory, genocide, independent state.

CEBJIA XAJ/INJIOBA
HAIIA KPOBHAS IMAMSITD 31 MAPTA
PE3IOME

B ncTopun kaxmoro Hapoaa ecTh CTPaHMUIIBI, MOJTHBIE TPareIuii 1 MacCOBBIX
yOUICTB, HO 3aTeM 3TOT HapoOA JABHXKETCS BIEpe] C YBEpEHHOCTbIO B OyIylleMm,
3aTeM CTAaHOBHUTCS CHIIBHBIM, 3aT€M TOP)KECTBYET, TaK 4TO, KaK 3aMeTwuia Benukuii
Jlupep l'eiinap AnueB, 3TOro He JOJKHO OBbITh. PABHOAYLIEH K HCTOPUYECKUM
COOBITHSM, HO JIOJDKEH YMETh JIeJIaTh BBIBOBI U3 Tpareanii. CeroHs BeCh MHUpP CTal
CBUJIETENIEM TOro, YTO Hama xpabpas apMusi moj pykoBojcTBoM Ilpesunmenta
Azep0aiimkana, ['maBHokoManay01IeTO, [To6enonocHOTO MUAepa Mnbxama Anvena,
YCIEUIHO MPOJIOKUBIIAs MOJIUTUKY OoOLIeHalMoHanbHOro auaepa [eiinapa Anuesa
U eme Ooiplie YKpenuBIIas ee, Jaja JOCTOWHYIO OIEHKY. K HCTOPHYECKUM
coobiTusiM. Ha mnpoTsbkenun mnocneanux 200 7er aszepOaiixkaHCKUK Hapon
MOCTOSIHHO TIO/IBEPTasiCsl TOJIMTUKE STHUYECKOW YMCTKHM M TEHOLMIA CO CTOPOHBI
ApPMSTHCKHUX HAallMOHATMCTOB-IIOBMHUCTOB. A3epOaiikaHCKUii Hapo ObLT M3THAH CO
CBOMX HCTOPMYECKMX 3€Melb, TMpeBpamieH B O€XKEHIEB U BBIHYKICHHBIX
NepecesieHleB, U BCE 3TO COMPOBOXKAAJIOCH MAacCOBBIMU YOMICTBaMU CO CTOPOHBI
apmsiH. Kaxnpiii rpaxnanuH  A3sepOaiipkaHa He J0DKeH 3a0bIBaTh Tpareavw,
MOCTUTLIME HAIll HAPOJ, U JIOJDKEH c/ieflaTh BCe BO3MOYKHOE, YTOObI JOHECTH IMpaB.y,
B TOM 4HcCJIe O cOObITHSAX MapTa 1918 rona, mo Oyaynux MOKOJIEHUH W MHUPOBOTO
cooO1iecTB

KawueBble ciioBa: wuctopus, Tpareaus, KpoBaBass MamsTh, TEHOLU,
HE3aBHCUMOE IOCYapCTBO

In the last two hundred years, along with many glorious pages, pages full of
tragedies, genocides and calamities have been written in the history of Azerbaijan.
One of these terrible events took place in March-April 1918. Although continuous
attempts were made to erase the people's blood memory for about 70 years during
the Soviet rule, it was not possible, and finally the moment of truth arrived.

After Azerbaijan regained its state independence, an opportunity arose to
present an objective picture of the historical past of our nation. Now the truths, which
have been kept secret for many years, are revealed one by one. The great leader
Heydar Aliyev's Decree "On the Genocide of Azerbaijanis" dated March 26, 1998,
giving a political and legal assessment to the acts of genocide gave an impetus to the
research conducted in this field and to increasing the efforts towards uncovering the
truth. March 31 was declared the Genocide Day of Azerbaijanis in order to celebrate
all the genocide tragedies committed against the people of Azerbaijan
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The March genocides of 1918 are one of the bloodiest tragedies not only in
the history of Azerbaijan, but also in human history due to their cruelty and scale.
Taking advantage of the opportunity, Armenians put thousands of people through
swords and bayonets and burned them alive, not to mention children, old people and
women. They destroyed national architectural pearls, schools, hospitals, mosques
and other monuments. They turned a large part of Baku into ruins. Genocide of
Azerbaijanis was carried out with special cruelty not only in Baku, but also in
Shamakhi, Guba districts, Karabakh, Zangezur, Nakhchivan, Lankaran, Ganja and
other regions. Civilians were massacred in these areas, towns and villages were
burned, and national cultural monuments were destroyed.

After the establishment of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the Council
of Ministers on July 15, 1918, decided to establish an Extraordinary Investigation
Commission to investigate this tragedy. The commission investigated the March
genocide - the atrocities in Shamakhi at the initial stage, the serious crimes
committed by Armenians in the territory of Yerevan governorate. A special
institution was created under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to convey these truths
to the world community. March 31 was declared a national day of mourning by the
Azerbaijan Democratic Republic. With this, for the first time in history, an attempt
was made to give a political assessment to the processes of genocide against
Azerbaijanis and occupation of our lands, which lasted for more than a century.
However, the fall of the Republic interrupted the work started in this field.

Genocides of Armenians against Azerbaijanis were repeated again at the end
of the 20th century. In February 1992, the Armenians took an unprecedented attack
on the people of Khojaly city. This bloody tragedy resulted in the destruction of
thousands of Azerbaijanis, their capture, and the destruction of the city. Today, more
than one million of our compatriots have been displaced from their native homes as a
result of the adventurist movement of nationalist-separatist Armenians in Nagorno-
Karabakh. During the occupation of 20 percent of our territory by Armenian armed
forces, thousands of our citizens were martyred. In that historical decree of the great
leader Heydar Aliyev, separate stages of the genocide policy carried out by the
Armenians against the Azerbaijanis are brought to attention. It is noted that, as the
successor of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, the Republic of Azerbaijan today
accepts the duty of giving a political assessment to the events of the genocide as a
logical continuation of the decisions that it could not implement until the end, as a
judgment of history.

As the pages of history are turned, new facts and jaw-dropping scenes of
Armenian brutality are revealed. Recently, searches have been expanded in the
direction of information clarification. Undeniable archival documents, numerous
evidences confirming the genocides are revealed.

For example, regarding the number of people killed in Shamakhi in March-
April 1918, some reports indicate that this number is 7,000, others 8-12, or even
40,000. In the documents of the Extraordinary Investigation Commission created by
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the government of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, it was mentioned that 3632
men, 1771 women, and 956 children were brutally killed during the attack of
Armenians on 58 villages inhabited by Azerbaijanis in Shamakhi district in March-
April 1918. However, according to experts' calculations based on other archival
documents, 8027 Azerbaijanis were killed in 53 villages of Shamakhi district. Of
them, 4190 were men, 2560 were women, and 1277 were children. According to
another source, Armenians killed 7 thousand people, including 1653 women and 965
children, in 72 villages of Shamakhi. It was confirmed by the Extraordinary
Investigation Commission that 86 out of 120 villages in Shamakhi district were
attacked by Armenians. Since the commission stopped its work, it was not possible
to collect information about other 34 villages.

Since the 90s of the last century, local researchers have also conducted a
number of studies to determine the number of those killed in Shamakhi in March-
April 1918. As a result of their research (memoirs and information collected from
about a hundred witnesses), it was determined that under the leadership of the
Armenian criminals - S.Shaumyan, S.Lalayev, Z.Arestisyan, T.Amirov and
A.Amiryan brothers, approximately 14-16 thousand were killed in the city of
Shamakhi. 6-8 thousand people were killed in its 40 villages and hamlets. The
number of people displaced by the Shamakhi accident was more than 18,000.

N. Narimanov wrote about the Shamakhi massacre: "The armed groups of T.
Amirov and S. Lalayev, who were previously in Baku, killed all Azerbaijanis
regardless of age and gender. They committed a crime that had not yet been seen in
the world, they put children to bayonets and swords, gathered people in the mosque,
poured kerosene and burned them. It became clear to me that the Soviet power in
Baku depends on the Dashnaks. It is also clear that after so much oppression of the
Azerbaijani population by the Armenian gangs, the Azerbaijani proletariat had the
right to turn away from the Soviet power, come under the ownership of its own
bourgeoisie, and expect help from it and Turkey."

German A.Y. Kluge, who was a witness of those terrible days, noted that the
Armenians broke into the Muslim (Azerbaijani) neighborhoods and killed everyone,
dismembered them with swords, and pierced them with bayonets. A few days after
the massacre, 87 bodies of Azerbaijanis, who were taken out of a pit, had their ears
and noses cut off, their stomachs ripped open, and their genitals chopped off.
Armenians did not feel sorry for children, nor did they feel sorry for the elderly.

M.A. Rasulzadeh wrote with reference to A.Y. Kluge: "The photos taken by
Kluge and other foreigners as souvenirs of those days and available today reflect
very tragic scenes. On a heap of dead boys and girls, old shepherd dogs are gnawing
on these innocent puppies... A naked woman is lying on the ground, dead... a live
puppy is sucking the dried breast of this dead body...".

More than 12,000 people, the majority of whom were civilians and mostly
Muslims, were brutally murdered in Baku in just one week. Bolshevik-Dashnak
groups did not even allow Azerbaijanis to bury their dead relatives. They threw the
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bodies into burning buildings, into wells and into the sea. The establishment of the
full power of the Baku Soviet led by Shaumyan in Baku did not allow the exact
number of victims to be calculated. However, according to the Iranian consul in
Baku, Mohammad Said-ol Vesara Maraghei, only the special commission created by
him collected and buried more than 5,000 Muslim corpses from the streets and yards
of Baku. The Menshevik newspaper "Nash Golos" described those days as follows:
"Everywhere is full of corpses - burnt, dismembered, disfigured corpses...".

In the document sent to London by British Brigadier General R. Gorton dated
December 8, 1918, it is stated that 20,000 Muslims were subjected to genocide,
30,000 in the documents of the Extraordinary Commission of Inquiry, and more than
50,000 in the book published by the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
Probably, these are not the last numbers either.

A. Topchubashov, the head of the Azerbaijani delegation at the Paris Peace
Conference, in his address to the US President W. Wilson dated May 28, 1919,
presented to him, along with other documents, the materials of the Extraordinary
Commission of Inquiry. After that, it was considered appropriate to send a US
delegation to the South Caucasus to collect objective information. In the summer of
that year, General Harbord, who was sent to Baku, met with various people to collect
objective information about the events. In general, Russian and Armenian
organizations operating in Baku obstructed the normal work of the Extraordinary
Investigative Commission and organized pressure campaigns. But despite all the
difficulties, the commission was able to do a lot of work in a short period of time.

History repeated itself 74 years later. On the night of February 25-26, 1992,
another terrible genocide took place in the city of Khojaly, Azerbaijan, which was a
continuation of the bloody massacres committed by Armenians from time to time.
During the attack, 613 of the 3 thousand people in the city, including 106 women, 63
children and 70 old people, were killed with special cruelty, 487 people, including 76
children, were seriously injured, 1275 people were taken hostage and subjected to
humiliating torture.

The state of Azerbaijan is taking all necessary steps in order to convey the
truth about Khojaly to the world, to recognize this tragedy as an act of genocide
against our people. Targeted activity in this field was started after national leader
Heydar Aliyev returned to political power in Azerbaijan. On the initiative of the
Great Leader, the Khojaly Genocide was given a political and legal assessment, and
February 26 was declared the Khojaly Genocide Day. "Justice to Khojaly!" initiated
in 2008 by Leyla Aliyeva, the vice-president of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation.
international campaign constitutes a special stage in the propaganda work in this
direction. Terrible facts about the tragedy are conveyed to the international
community within the framework of this campaign, millions of people in all corners
of the planet get to know the true face of Armenian nationalists, and the number of
states and international organizations that recognize the Khojaly tragedy as genocide
is increasing. It is enough to mention only one fact that the executive and legislative
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bodies of more than twenty states of the United States have strongly condemned the
Khojaly tragedy as a massacre.

Many new facts and documents have been collected thanks to the research
conducted over the years since the historical Decree of the great leader Heydar
Aliyev, and a mass grave was discovered in the city of Guba. The revealed historical
facts prove that the geography of the bloody actions carried out by Armenian
nationalists in March-April 1918 and in subsequent periods was much wider and the
number of tragic victims was much greater.

According to the Decree signed by President [lTham Aliyev on January 28,
2018, the 100th anniversary of the 1918 genocide of Azerbaijanis was widely
celebrated not only in Azerbaijan, but also by our compatriots living in many corners
of the world, diaspora organizations, and embassies abroad.

Today we are restoring our territorial integrity and sovereign rights. We have
started reconstruction works in our native lands, which were destroyed and ruined by
the Armenian fascists, soon these places will return to life. However, we must never
forget the historical tragedies experienced by our people. These events are the most
important pages of our history of honor and struggle, our blood memory. Open
museums and monuments reflecting Armenian fascism, Armenian terrorism, and
genocide should be created in our lands freed from occupation, both for the future
generation and for the world community.
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