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Under the leadership of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Supreme
Commander-in-Chief Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan has carried out successful
counter-offensive operation and liberated Karabakh and surrounding regions after
30 years of Armenian occupation. These territories have become the subject of
relentless threats, contrary to the norms and principles of international law and
universal values. The author states that the historical and cultural heritage of
Azerbaijan in the occupied territories has been completely destroyed. The region's
forest cover has been purposefully destroyed, fertile soils and water resources have
been subjected to environmental and radioactive contamination. The region's natural
landscape has been severely deformed, and natural resources have been
illegally exploited and misappropriated. Thus, the main goal of the national
strategy of the Republic of Azerbaijan will be taking comprehensive measures as
soon as possible to revive life in the liberated territories, build the most modern
socio-cultural infrastructure and restore communication and transport lines in all
the destroyed villages and cities. Therefore, this article analyzes the sustainable
reconstruction and recovery approaches of cultural heritage of Azerbaijan. In this
regard, the analysis includes elements and goals from 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development Goals and Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction to be
integrated into recovery and reconstruction policies in Karabakh and surrounding
seven regions (UNDRR, 2015).
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Introduction

Karabakh region is one of the most important regions not only of the
Republic Azerbaijan, but also of the South Caucasus region with its ancient
history, unique cultural heritage, unique flora and fauna, rich underground and
surface resources. However, 30 years of Armenian occupation of Karabakh
region and territories surrounding it — Kalbajar, Lachin, Qubadli, Zangilan,
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Jabrayil, Fuzuli and Agdam caused enormous damage not only to Azerbaijan
but also to the entire Caucasus region (see the Figure.1). However, under the
leadership of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Supreme
Commander-in-Chief Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan carried out successful counter-
offensive operation and liberated Karabakh and surrounding regions
(Statement, 10 November, 2020). These territories, which had been under the
Armenian occupation for almost thirty years, became subject to relentless
threats, contrary to the norms and principles of international law and universal
values — the historical and cultural heritage of Azerbaijan in the occupied
territories has been completely destroyed. The region's forest cover has been
purposefully destroyed, fertile soils and water resources have been subjected
to environmental and radioactive contamination. The region's natural landscape
has been severely deformed, and natural resources have been illegally exploited
and misappropriated. Thus, the main goal of the national strategy of the
Republic of Azerbaijan will be taking comprehensive measures as soon as
possible to revive life in the liberated territories, build the most modern socio-
cultural infrastructure and restore communication and transport lines in all the
destroyed villages and cities (Azertag, 2021a).

Figure 1. Department of Field Support - Cartographic Section No. 3761 Rev.9
- United Nations
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Thus, more than 600 industrial and agricultural enterprises in Karabakh
have been completely destroyed, as well as the region's rich natural resources
have been exploited inefficiently. The government of Azerbaijan started
preparing a special concept for the restoration of Karabakh and surrounding
seven districts. The document will reflect the gradual restoration of the liberated
territories through specialization and a unified approach (Azertag, 2021b).
Creation of agro-industrial complexes allowing the development of agriculture
and industry, construction of tourism facilities, involvement of natural
resources in economic turnover will begin. Initial plan for the restoration and
reconstruction of cities and villages to ensure a large return in the liberated
territories, the development of modern infrastructure in the territories to allocate
2.2 billion Azerbaijani Manat (1.3 billion US dollars — currency rate of
January, 2021) from the 2021 state budget (Azertag, 2021b). The initial plan
includes restoration and reconstruction of electricity power stations, natural
gas and water pipelines, communication lines, roads and railways, educational,
healthcare and cultural centers, housing and other necessary infrastructure
including cultural and historical monuments.

Building Urban Resilience, Post-conflict Reconstruction

According to many reports, resilient recovery and reconstruction of
Karabakh and the seven surrounding districts of the Republic of Azerbaijan
will be a process that will take time and massive financial resources.
“Everything is devastated — the infrastructure is destroyed residential and
administrative buildings are demolished” stated President Ilham Aliyev referring
to liberated territories from the Armenian occupation (Azertag, 2021a). These
territories which once were home to more than 700,000 Azerbaijanis before
Armenian occupation (1988-1994), more than 700 historic and cultural
monuments damaged or destroyed. To look at the official statistics, 927
libraries 808 cultural centers, music and art schools, museums with over
100,000 artefacts were destroyed (Azertag, 2021a). However, the Republic of
Azerbaijan is very determined that the everything will be restored and the
region will become one of the most prosperous parts of Azerbaijan. Successful
implementation of the methods and objectives of the “State Program on The
Social and Economic Development of Regions — 2019-2023” could be also
integrated to Karabakh and seven surrounding districts in the long-term
development goals (Ministry of Economy, 2019). Although each region of
Azerbaijan enjoys unique characteristics, it is very important to share common
ethics and cultural heritage attitudes on the concept action plan in the liberated
lands.
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Table 1. Current Management and Developnt Works

Ne | Current activities in Karabakh and seven surrounding districts:

1 | State Agency of Azerbaijan Automobile Roads has started the reconstruction
of the highway leading to Sugovushan and Talysh villages of Tartar region.
The total length of the road is 29 kilometers. The width of the carriageway
will be 6 meters, and the width of the shoulders will be 10 meters, with a
width of 2 meters in each direction.

2 |Beylagan Subartesian Wells Operation Department of Azerbaijan
Melioration and Water Management OJSC repaired artesian well in
Dashkesan village of Jabrayil region. During the restoration work, cable,
pump, pipe, electric and protective shield were installed in the artesian well.
The security fence has been painted. The artesian well provides water to
buildings located on an area of about 3-4 hectares.

3 | “Azerishig” OJSC is taking urgent measures within the “Azerishig in
Karabakh™ project to provide electricity to strategic facilities of special
importance in the liberated territories. Establishment of new power centers
in the liberated areas, creation of 110, 35 and 0.4 kilovolt networks using
the latest technologies, electronic relay protection and automation systems,
remote control system, construction of 35 and 0.4 kilovolt power lines
using MIN wires. Projects have been prepared for the construction of these
facilities, and it is planned to implement these projects in stages.

4 | Azercell Telecom LLC has announced that it has begun construction of the
first mobile infrastructure in the liberated areas and is installing fourth-
generation LTE radio base stations. Nar Telecom announced that it has
completed the interior design work. Bakcell Telecom uses frontline mobile
stations and plans to build one in the near future.

5 | Construction of the highway from Ahmadbeyli village of Fizuli region to
Shusha has begun - the 101.5-kilometer road has been designed and
construction works are started.

6 | President Ilham Aliyev has signed a Decree on the establishment of the
“Karabakh Revival Fund” public legal entity. This fund will provide
financial support and attract investment to the works on restoration and
reconstruction of the liberated territories.

The development of agriculture in these areas will, first of all, contribute to
the country's food security, employment, attract new investment and use water
resources (Huseynov, 2019). This process will lead to an increase in exports of
non-oil products, increase crop turnover, and improve the supply of irrigation
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water to arable land. It is also important to use international experience in the
development of liberated territories. The Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (UN FAO) has experience in implementing large-scale
agricultural projects in many countries that went through the post-war period
(SDGs, 2015). It is possible to assess the possibility of using in our country the
experience gained from projects such as ensuring sustainability and recovery
in agriculture, rehabilitation of degraded lands and more efficient use of water
resources, ensuring sustainable productivity of small farms. Establishment of
special development agencies in the liberated territories, wide application of
[intensive agriculture experience in different regions, preparation of risk maps
for areas close to the post conflict zone with high landmine contamination,
introduction of agricultural insurance, establishment of special development
funds for action plans to attract investment in the territories, adaptation of projects
to be implemented by international donors to the state strategies, implementation
of inclusive projects for vulnerable groups and families, encouragement
of investment by businessmen and their activities with special benefits, the
implementation of irrigation projects, the support of organic agriculture can
also be taken into account during the restoration of the liberated territories
(Ministry of Economy, 2019). The development of lands with significant
agricultural potential will play a major role in further strengthening
Azerbaijan's economic position in the region and ensuring economic security.

Despite these initial current activities in short term, further projects and
works will require disaster risk reduction strategies and resilient city planning
in the long term (Alakbarov, U K., Lawrence, J.E.S. 2017). This is because like
in any other part of Azerbaijan, natural or man-made disasters could have
devastating effects in the Karabakh region as well. Disasters and risks due to
complex mechanisms, especially in mountainous Karabakh region, are
enormously high and cannot be fully predicted. This situation has given importance
to resilience in planning areas before disaster mitigation measures. Therefore,
when considering resilience for cities, it is important for Azerbaijan to consider
how the cities can be used to assess resilience and increase resilience.

Conclusion

Azerbaijan with its geographical location, surrounded with high mountains
ranges. The Greater Caucasus stretches north and northwest towards the
Caspian Sea, while the Lesser Caucasus covers the southwestern border of the
country, including Karabakh and surrounding seven regions. Sudden floods,
mudflows, landslides, avalanches and earthquakes are typical threats in the
mountains, while river floods in the lowlands up to the shores of the Caspian
Sea pose a threat. Climate change, which is accompanied by an increase in
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temperature, has a negative impact by causing irregular rainfall, more landslides,
mudflows and sudden floods by constantly melting the frozen ice layer at high
altitudes (Kinley, 2017). Therefore, action plan in Karabakh surrounding
regions must consider disaster risk reduction strategies. For this purpose, goals
and elements from 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Sendai
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction programs needs to be integrated into
initial concept plan of Azerbaijan for recovering and reconstructing Karabakh
and surrounding seven districts.
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XULASO

QARABAG V3 9TRAF 7 RAYONUN DAYANIQLI BORPASI VO
YENIDON QURULMASI

Huseynov Y.I.
Azarbaycan Respub.likasmm Prezidenti yaninda
Dovlat Idaragilik Akademiyasi, PhD

Azarbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti, Ali Bag Komandan ilham Sliyevin
rahbarliyi ilo Azarbaycan ugurlu oks-hiicum amaliyyati kegirdi vo 30 illik er-
moni isgalindan sonra Qarabag va atraf bolgalari isgaldan azad etdi. Otuz ilo
yaxin ermani iggah altinda olan bu srazilor beynslxalq hiiququn norma va
prinsiplorine vo iimumbosari dayarlars zidd olaraq amansiz tohdidlora moruz
qalmis - 1§5gal olunmus arazilords Azarbaycanin tarixi vo madani irsi tamamilo
moahv edilmisdir. Bolgenin mesa Ortiiyli magsadyonlii sokilds dagidilmis, miin-
bit torpaglar, su ehtiyatlar va straf miihit radioaktiv ¢irklonmalors moruz qal-
mugdir. B6lgonin tobii monzarasi ciddi sokildo deformasiyaya ugramis, tobii
sarvatlor ganunsuz sokildo istismar edilmis vo manimsanilmigdir. Yuxarida
geyd olunanlan nazors alaragq, Azorbaycan Respublikasinin milli strategiya-
sinin 9sas magsadi azad edilmis arazilords hayati canlandirmaq, an miiasir va
dayanigli sosial-madani infrastrukturu qurmaq va dagidilmis kond, qasaba va
soharlada rabits va nagliyyat xatlorini barpa etmok olacaqdir. Mahz bu baxim-
dan, bu mogals, maqals, Azarbaycanin modoani irsi daxil olmaqla dayanmigh
yenidonqurma va barpa islorini tohlil etmis, tohlilds Davamli Inkisaf Magsad-
lorinin 2030 Giindaliyi vo BMT-nin Falakst Risklorinin Azaldilmasi tzro
Sendai Cargivasi Qarabag va atraf yeddi rayonun barpa va yenidonqurma siya-
sotlorinds inteqrasiyasi va hadaflori daxil edilmigdir.

Acar sozlor: Qarabag, Risklarin Azaldilmasi, Dayaniqlihq, Barpa
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PE3IOME

YCTOMYHUBOE BOCCTAHOBJIEHUE U PEKOHCTPYKIHUA
KAPABAXA U MPUJIETAIOIIUX 7 PETHOHOB

I'yceitnos 10.H.
Axademus T'ocyoapcmeenno2o YnpaeneHus npu
[pesudenme Azepbaiioxcanckoi Pecnybnuku, PhD

Tlox pyxoBozacTBoM [IpesnnenTa AzepbaimkaHCKOH Pecmy6nuku, Bepxos-
HOrO IIaBHOKOMaHIyromero Mibxama Annesa AsepOai/DkaH IPoBES yCIEIHOe
KOHTpHACTyIUIeHHe u ocBobonun Kapabax u mpuieraromue paloHsbl IOCIIE
30 neT apMSHCKOM OKKyNalHH. JTH TEPPUTOPHH, HAXOMAIIUECS MOA ApMSH-
CKOM OKKYIIaLMel MOYTH TPHALATH JIET, IIOABEPraroTesl HENPEKPalaiomeHcs
yrpose B HapyIIeHHE HOPM M NPUHLIMIIOB MEXIYHAPOIHOrO 1pasa 1 oOmreye-
JIOBEUECKHX IIEHHOCTEH — MCTOPHYECKOE W KyJbTypHOE Hacieaue AsepOaii-
IDKaHa MOJHOCTBI0 YHHYTOXEHO Ha OKKYIIMPOBAHHEIX TEPPHUTOPUSIX. TEPPUTOPHH.
JlecHOM MOKPOB perdoHa ObLT LIENEHANPABIEHHO YHUYTOXEH, IIOJ0POIHEIE
TI0YBBI, BOJAHBIE PECYPCHI U OKpYXaIoLas Cpelia MoABEPIIIUCh PaJHOaKTHBHO-
My 3arpssHeHuio. [Ipuponssiii JaHImadT pernoHa CUIbHO NehOPMHUPOBaH, a
NPUPOIHBEIE PECYpChl HE3aKOHHO JKCILUIyaTHPYIOTCS W IPUCBaHBAIOTCH.
[IpyHMMas BO BHUMaHHUE BBIILIEU3I0KEHHOE, OCHOBHOM LIENbI0O HALMOHATEHOH
crparerun AsepOaiipkanckoil PecryOnuku OyneT BO3pOXIEHHE XHU3HU Ha
0CBOOOKIEHHBIX TEPPUTOPHSIX, IOCTPOESHHE CAMOM COBPEMEHHOM M YCTOMYH-
BOM COIMAJILHO-KYJIBTYPHOH MHPPaCTPYKTypbl H BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE KOMMYHH-
KaIl[MOHHBIX M TPAHCIIOPTHBIX JIMHUH B Pa3pyLIEHHBIX CENlaX, TOCENKAX U TOpo-
Ia. B CBs3M ¢ 3THM B JaHHOH CTaThe aHAJIMU3UPYETCA YCTOMYMBOE BOCCTAHOB-
JIEHHE U BOCCTaHOB;IICHI/IC AszepbaiimkaHa, BKJIFOUas €ro KyJIbTYpPHOE Haceaue,
IToBecTKy AHS B 00JaCTH YCTOWYHMBOTO pa3BuTHs Ha nepuon no 2030 roma u
Cenpaiickyto pamounyio mporpaMmmy OOH 1o CHIXKEHHUIO puUcKa OenCTBUH.

KnoueBble cioBa: Kapabax, cHudceHue puckos, ycmoudusocms, 60cCma-
Ho8/1eHue
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