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Xiilasa. XIX osrdo Azorbaycan adobiyyatinda yeni ziyali ab-havasi yarandi. Yeni yaradici adabi qiiv-
valarin yaranmasi sosial-madoni hadiss kimi anonavi islam vo miiasir rus-avropa madaniyyat-larinin
sintezini 6zlinde oks etdirdi. Sorq va Qarb kimi boylik sivilizasiyalarin, eloco do diinyanin kicik vo
coxsayll xalglarinin qohum dinlorin va ideologiyalarin qovsaginda mdéveud olan Azarbaycan made-
niyyati Qafqaz xalglarinin, tlirk-miisalman xalqlarinin madeniyyatlorini birlagdiron unikal madeniy-
yotdir. Avropa xalglarinin, yoni “Azorbaycan modoniyyatindo Qafgaz, Rus, Avropa vo Fars modoni
doyarlori vohdot toskil edir” [1,11].

Bu maqalado Azarbaycan maarif¢iliyinin banisi Mirze Fotoli Axundazenin dins miinasibati toh-
lil edilir.Axundzadonin falsofs, adobiyyat vo incasonatlo bagh fikir vo miilahizolori daha ¢ox onun
“Kamal iid-Do6vlonin moktublar1” adli folsofi traktatinda 6z oksini tapmisdir. Bu moaqalade miisllif
geyd edir ki, Axundzads Azarbaycan tarixinde ilk dofo olaraq hom materializm, hom do dini tonqid
haqqinda 6z diisiinco vo miilahizalorini tokmillogsdirmis gorkomli filosofdur. Miisllif daha sonra
Axundzadanin fikirlarinds islam radikalizminin, sorq despotizminin (miitloq hakimiyyat), azad fikrin
sixigdirilmasinin va xalqin hiiquglarint pozan kaskin Sorq feodalizminin tonqid olundugunu gostarir.
Bundan olava, miisllif Axundzadanin dinlo elmin bir arada mdveud ola bilmayacayi fikrini vurgula-
yir, Axundzadonin dinlo elm arasindaki ziddiyyati tosvir edarak sorq 6lkelorinin vo Asiya xalqlarinin
cohalatini, onlarin dini baxislari ilo kohnalmis adot-onanolorin uygunlugunu gostarir.

Mogaloads homginin o da vurgulanir ki, M.F.Axundzads liberal-demokratik baxislara sadiq qala-
raq insanlar1 hikmat vo dorinlik asasinda islahat etmaya, islam1 barqorar etmoya ¢agirir.
Agar sozlor: Din, islam, Quran, “Kamal-ud-Dovlonin moktublari”, islam protestantligi, tobii vo insan
hiiquglari.
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Abstract. In the nineteenth century, a new intellectual atmosphere emerged in Azerbaijan literature. The
emergence of new creative literary forces reflected the synthesis of traditional Islamic and contemporary
Russian-European cultures as a social and cultural phenomenon. Azerbaijani culture, which has transpi-
red at the junction of related religions and ideologies of great civilizations like the East and the West, as
well as small and numerous nations of the world, is a unique culture that combines cultures of Caucasi-
an people, Turkic-Muslim people, as well as those of European people, i.e. "Caucasian, Russian, Euro-
pean, and Persian cultural values are united in Azerbaijani culture" [1,11].

This article analyzes the attitude of Mirza Fatali Akhundzadeh, the founder of the Azerbaijani
Enlightenment, toward religion.

Akhundzadeh's thoughts and considerations on philosophy, literature and art are mainly reflec-
ted in his philosophical treatise, called “Kamal ud-Dovle's Letters”. In this article, the author states
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that Akhundzadeh is an outstanding philosopher who, for the first time in the history of Azerbaijan,
improved his thoughts and opinions, both on materialism and religious criticism. The author further
outlines the fact that Islamic radicalism, oriental despotism (absolute power), the oppression of free tho-
ught and severe Eastern feudalism violating people's rights are criticized in Akhundzadeh’s thoughts.
Besides, the author highlights Akhundzadeh’s statement that religion and science cannot coexist, and
the fact whereby Akhundzadeh depicts the conflict between religion and science and portrays the ig-
norance of the oriental countries and Asian people, the conformance between their religious views
and outdated traditions of that time.

The article also emphasizes that M.F.Akhundzadeh adheres to liberal-democratic views and calls pe-
ople to reform and establish Islam based on wisdom and depth.

Key words: Religion, Islam, Koran, “Kamal-ud-Dovle's letters”, Islamic Protestantism, natural and
human rights.

Methodology: The theoretical and methodological basis of the article consists of the complex appro-
ach, logical and historical method, the principles of comparative approach and systematic analysis
methods. Working over research, the author has referred to the works of European, French, Russian
and Azerbaijan literary scholars.
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Annotanusa. B XIX Beke B azepOail/PKaHCKOHN JIMTEpAType CIOXKWIICS HOBBIM MHTEIUICKTYaIbHBIN
kaumar. IlosiBleHHMEe HOBBIX TBOPYECKHMX JIMTEPATYpHBIX CHJI OTpPa3wiio CHUHTE3 TPaJAWLMOHHOU
UCIIAaMCKOM M COBPEMEHHOW pPYCCKO-€BPOIEHCKONW KyJIbTYp KakK COLMOKYJIBTYPHOTO (heHOMEHa.
Kynberypa AzepOaiimpkaHa, CyIIeCTBYIOIIAs HA CTHIKE BEJMKHX IUBHJIM3ALMM, TaKUX Kak BocTok n
3anaj, a TakyKe MajblX 1 MHOTOYHMCIEHHBIX HAPOJOB MUPA, POJICTBEHHBIX UM PEIMIUN U WIEOJIOTUH,
ABJISICTCS. YHUKAJIbHOW KYJITYpOH, OObEIUHSIOIIEH KYJIbTYpbl KABKa3CKUX U TIOPKO-MYCYJIbMAaHCKHUX,
a TaKKe eBPONEHCKUX HapOJIOB, T.€. «KaBKa3CKHE, PYCCKUE, EBPOIEICKIE U MEPCUACKHUE KyIbTypHBIE
IIEHHOCTH 00pa3yloT €IMHCTBO B azepOaikaHcKoil KkynbType» [1,11].

B nanHOI cTaThe aHaNMM3UPYETCSl OTHOLIEHHE OCHOBOIIOJIOKHUKA a3epOai’KaHCKOTr0 MPOCBELCHHS
Mup3br @atanu AXyHJa3e K peJIUrui.

Mpeiciu 1 B3rIsAAbl AXyHA3aae Ha (QuiIocouro, JIMTEPATypy U MCKYCCTBO B HaMOOJBITICH
CTETICHU OTpaXkeHbI B ero ¢unocodckom tpakrate «IIucema Kaman yn-/losiex». B 310it cratbe aBTOp
OTMEeYaeT, 4To AXyHJ3aJe SBISIETCS BblAAOUMMCS (QuiocodoM, KOTOPHIH BIIEPBbIE B HCTOPHH
AzepOaiipkaHa TPUMEHWJI CBOM MBICIM M B3MJIAABI KaK HAa MaTepHaIM3M, TaK M Ha PEIMTHO3HYIO
KpUTUKY. Jlaree aBTOp MOKa3bIBAaeT, YTO B3Il AXYH/33/l€ KPUTHKYIOT UCIAMCKUN PaTuKaINU3M,
BOCTOUYHYIO JIECTIOTHIO (20COIOTHYIO BIIACTh), MOAABICHHE CBOOOIOMBICIINS M KECTKHI BOCTOUHBIN
dheonann3M, Hapy AN TIpaBa JIFOCH.

Kpome Toro, aBTop akueHTHUpYyeT Ha MHEHMHM AXYyH/A33J€, YTO PEJIUIUA U HayKa HE MOTYT
COCYILIECTBOBaTh, AXYH/33/Ic OMMCHIBAECT MPOTHUBOPEUHE MEXAY PEIMTHed U HAyKOH, MOKa3bIBaeT
HEBE)KECTBO BOCTOYHBIX CTPaH M HAapoJ0B A3UM, COBMECTUMOCTb MX PEJIMTMO3HBIX B3IVIAJOB C
YCTapeBILIUMU TPAIULUSIMH.

KiroueBble ciaoBa: pemurusi, ucnam, Kopan, «llucema Kamanb-ya-Jlone», wucnamckuit
MIPOTECTAHTHU3M, ECTECTBEHHBIE ITpaBa YeJI0BeKa.
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Introduction

The scientific, literary, philosophical acti-
vity of A.Bakikhanov, I.Gutgashinli, Mirza Ka-
zimbey and other representatives of science and
culture played an important role in preparation
of the basis for Azerbaijan enlightenment ideas.
Actually they were not philosophers materia-
lists. In generally, the enlightenment was not
homogeneous by nature. This case is origina-
ting from inner nature of enligtenment philo-
sophy and ideology and features of its goals.
The enlightenment is such the phenomenon that
either in its foundation and development or in
propaganda diversity of philosophical beliefs,
which played a decisive role.

The initiative of being armed with the new
national outlook, national and universal tenden-
cies, leading scientific, social, philosophical,
cultural, moral, literary and artistic values fo-
und out by M.F.Akhundzadeh and choosing
Western Europe and Russian democratic tho-
ught as a main direction was becoming reality.
In the 19-th century, epecially in the second
part of it, the enlightenment experience functio-
ning as literary and cultural movement harmo-
nizing with activities of those educators got the
revolutionary-democratic content. Besides it
was reflected as the tendency and collection of
enlightening realism in literary genres such as
drama, narration, as well as poetry and prose.
The enlightenment and enlightening realism in
this regard became the method of Mirza Fatali
Akhundzadeh and a group of writers. On the
basis of experience of M.F.Akhundzadeh,
which is the unique universal literary figure, li-
terary platforms and esthetical systems appea-
red. Dramatics, criticism, philosophy, publicism
which was once represented by Akhundzadeh,
found out its professional successors at the end
of 19-th century and especially in the beginning
of 20-th century. Generaly, national progressive
press and theatre, school and pedagogical tho-
ught, translation, criticism and esthetics became
the active front place of ideological and organi-
zational work in fight for enlightenment, renais-
sance and realism. With the influence of the de-
mand of renewal and modernization with regard
of social and historical environment, new world
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prism, the Orthodox literary institutions exis-
ting since the Middle Ages dissappeared.

Mirza Fatali Akhundzadeh (1812-1878) has
outstanding merits in the history of inclusivity
of Azerbaijan literature to society. The experi-
enced scientists gained his glory not only in the
literary and philosophical thinking of Azerbai-
jan, but also as a leading representative of the
Near East enlightenment philosophy materia-
lism movement. [2]

There are a lot of objective reasons for the
global importance of enlightenment of Akhund-
zadeh. First of all, historical significance of the
works of the thinker is that Akhundzadeh refers
to the achievements of Western European and
Russian culture, fights against despotism, me-
dieval slavery for the enlightenment and happi-
ness of the nations. The struggle of M.F. Ak-
hundzadeh for a new alphabet constitutes the
basis of his enlightenment activity.[3]

Akhundov understood that a new alphabet
would play a special role in the enlightenment
and elimination of illiteracy, so he had spent ne-
arly 30 years on its implementation. Akhundov
spared no effort to accomplish the new alphabet
as he travelled to Iran and Turkey, sent letters
to Russia and Europe, corresponded with fri-
ends and partners, and did his best to find ways
to spread usage of the new alphabet among new
generation. [4,6].

Unlike Soviet scientists, Orientalist Fransua
Jorjon, professor of Sorbonne University com-
menting entire activity of Akhunzadeh in his ar-
ticle - "Notes on modernism in Azerbaijan at
the turn of the century", did not introduce him
as the atheis. He introduced him as a thinker
eliminating the conflict between different religi-
ous sects, as a person who had put great effort
to create a single Muslim spirit, who speeded
up dissemination of knowledge among people
and prepared transition project to Latin script.
F.Jorjon appreciated the reality that the Azer-
baijani thinkers wrote their works in Azerbaija-
ni language and actively used this language in
social life during that period and characterized
this process as the “Literary Renaissance”. He
stated that in the works of Akhunzadeh [,97-
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106] the debuts of literary renaissance were ref-
lected.

An  American  turkologist  Tadeush
Svyatoxovski indicated on the specific place of
Akhundzadeh among the scholars of the 19-th
century in his “Russia and Azerbaijan” works
chapter - “From enlightenment movement to
political programs”. His ideas were as following:

“In the middle of the 19-th century Azerbai-
jan intellectual circles reached unprecedented
scope afterwards their predecessors have crea-
ted their own local Azeri “westerners” and the
“populists” (Narodniki) groups. Akhunzadeh,
which was called by Vorontsov as “Azeri Mo-
liere”, wrote several comedies successively in
the middle of XIX century. He demonstrated
the variety of problems and shortcomings that
arose from ignorance and superstition.[6.37]

Main part

The major philosophical and social-political
work of M.F.Akhunzadeh is“Kamal-ud-Dovle's
letters” which were written in 1865. He is con-
sidered a founder of modernism, namely, de-
mocratic and liberal traditions in all Muslim
East and in the history of philosophical tho-
ughts of Azerbaijan nation. The reason is that
M.F. Akhunzadeh was the person who introdu-
ced such notions like "liberalism", "democ-
racy", "parliament", "civilization", "patriot",
"revolution" and others that peculiar to the wes-
tern societies, culture and philosophy, as well as
he advocated the necessity of enforcement of
European values in Islamic countries for the
first time among Muslim philosophers.

The research of religious phenomena, espe-
cially analysis of Islam the origin of religious
consciousness, its content and essence, its role
in the personal and public life of people, the
difference between religion and science (prog-
ress) and other issues were highlighted in “Ka-
mal-ud-Dovle’s letters”.

M.F.Akhunzadeh compares religion with
the science (in some measure with philosophy)
in an effort to uncover the content and essence
of religion. He has come to the conclusion that
science refers to the real events and facts of the
world where we live, derives its allegations
from researches on real things, cross-checks it,
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puts it to proof, however, religion is mostly ba-
sed on blind faith.

M.F. Akhundzadeh declares the contradicti-
on of science and religion as a universal prin-
ciple and does not distinguish them, in other
words, according to him all religions, as well as
Islam are convictions having no wisdom and
consciousness (7,99). Besides, M.F.Akhunza-
deh values Islam above all other pagan religi-
ons and even Zoroastrianism which was wi-
despread in Azerbaijan at that time. He states
that religion and faith are absolutely in contra-
diction to science and wisdom and they can ne-
ver come together. A person having the religion
and faith cannot be considered a scholar or thin-
ker and also, the person having knowledge and
wisdom can not be believer. Adorers of religion
and faith can not concern to science and educa-
tion, and also followers of science and enligh-
tenment should abdicate religion and faith. [8]

It should be noted that it would not be right
to justify all ideas and considerations of M.F.Ak-
hundzadeh on the relation of science and religi-
on. Surely, science and religion are different
types of mental activity, and they differ from
each other in many respects. At the same time, it
is a fact that there is an interaction between
them. In fact, this relation and interaction effects
are not merely negative and are not oriented on
the complete destruction of each other.

Therefore, these types of mental activities
can coexist together, although there are certain
rivalry and conflicts between science and religi-
on, even sometimes it become more acute in
certain periods of history. This indicates the
stand point that the distinction between religion
and science cannot be overstated to that extent,
to prove religion as deficiency and reject it as
an enemy of science. Taking these matters into
consideration, it is quite logical to come to the
conclusion that people of religion and faith may
also be engaged in science.

Generally speaking, one may engage in
both science and religion. Numerous real facts
support it.

The author of "Kamal-ud-Dovle's letters"
also pays particular attention to the analysis of
Koran, the holy book of Islam to make strong
impression about the essence and content of Is-
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lam on readers. It will be appropriate to make
some remarks on conclusions of the analysis of
author made from the materialist point of view.
First and foremost, it should be stated that Ko-
ran, the holy book of Islam is appraised in “Ka-
mal-ud-Dovle's letters” as a delicate, effective,
inspirational work of prose. According to him,
the true author of Koran is the prophet Muham-
med. Koran occurred entirely in his (the Prophet
Muhammad See.) dreams. The author wrote wit-
hout any doubt to prophet's capibility to do this:
“He was an extraordinary person with clear and
meaningful way of speaking, intelligence and fo-
resight”. The prophet is also being proud of his
abilities. He said: "I am a member of Quraysh
tribe, and I am fluent in making speech among
people speaking with the letter ““ [9, 118].
M.F.Akhunzadeh considered that the tho-
ughts on the prophet being illiteral was incor-
rect. On the ground of logical evidence he in-
sisted that the prophet was literate and was able
to read and write in Arabic... [10,118].
Relatively stating the personal qualities of
prophet, the author focused basically on the
critical analysis of the content and essence of
Islam in “Kamal-ud-Dovle’s letters”. Because
of its atheistic standpoint, many consider this
analysis to be completely unilateral, extremely
denial and biased. In our opinion, this idea is
unilateral too. It is true that the analysis of the
content and essence of Islam, its rituals in “Ka-
mal-ud-Dovle’s letters” mainly concentrated on
uncovering negative aspects. More specifically,
there is highlighted question dealing with exis-
tence of God evincing comprehensive logical
arguments on the denial of it [11,184]. Stating
the myths about heaven and hell, Judgment Day
and the manifestation of the 12-th Imam Mahdi
as nonsense and fake, author criticizes cognitive
and social aspects of them [12,39]. In this work,
the author adverted to the role of prayer and
fasting in strengthening convictions about God
in mind and sole of people, and also to its negati-
ve impacts on effective work of people[13,184];
Charity is mentioned several times as vivid de-
monstration of the humanistic essence of Islam
and its purport is revealed like this: “One of the
famous philosophers states that nothing cause
beggarliness and laziness to make money for
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own life more than almsgiving. It is possible to
give alms to orphans, widowers otherwise it may
be considered as a crime” [14, 66].

The history of the emergence of Sunni and
Shia denominations is also stated in “Kamal-
ud-Dovle's letters” with a real description of
the conflicts that has resulted with bloodshed.
The author expresses the spiritual and moral in-
jury of the Shia religionists in detail naming the
ceremonies of Muharram as “vainrituals”
[1,120]. The author comments on the hijab ver-
se of Koran in “Letters”as well. He concurs
with the opinions of European philosophers
who have strongly criticized the prophet Mo-
hammed for “hijab” and polygamy. Later, he
analyses the consequences of polygamy.

The thoughts on the main principles of reli-
gion dealing with the analysis of Koran are also
interesting and involving in “Kamal-ud-Dovle's
letters”. The author states that every religion bu-
ild on three different principles: belief, worship
and morality. To him, the fundamental purpose
of establishment of each religion is the third
principle. Belief and worship are assisting pur-
poses [16, 123]. The author stated that the mora-
lity is an event connected with a real being, but
belief and worship is established in connection
with the God which is the imaginary being.

The author points out in "Letters" that ex-
cept killing human and amputate (cut) parts of
body and other rights, which Islam gives peop-
le, can be preserved. The author also emphasi-
zes on a virtue of Islam as follows: “The prohi-
bition of wine is really one of the unique laws
of Islam” [17, 100]. This statement approves
quite clear that the author has never tried to ig-
nore positive sides of Islam. In our view, this
can be evaluated as brilliant indicators of adhe-
rence to the principles of scientific objectivity.
The activity of Muslim clerics is one of the is-
sues, which the author pays special attention
and makes critical analysis on it in“Kamal-ud-
Dovle's letters”. The characteristics of Shia cle-
rics is exposed in the nineteenth-century Iran,
especially in Tabriz in “Letters” the author de-
pictstheir social and moral portraits.

M.F.Akhundzadeh does not privilege any of
the existing religions, approaches all religions
with the same attitude. He considers neither of
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them useful for the people, nation or society.
Nevertheless, the last sentence of this quote ma-
kes us to think deeper. On one hand the author
considers the religion to be vain, on the other
hand he states as follows:

"I could be in favour of a religion by means
of which mankind could live freely and happily
in this world."[18,p.11]

Surely, it is undeniable fact that there is sig-
nificant difference between the meanings of
these expressions. However, taking into consi-
deration this it would not be appropriate to rep-
roach M.F. Akhundzadeh for being inconsistent
with regards to his beliefs. Because M.F.Ak-
hundzadeh knew that to create a new religion
enabling mankind to live freely and happily
was impossible.

For having clear and complete understan-
ding of the peculiarities and specificity of athe-
ism of M.F.Akhundzadeh we should pay close
attention to the following phrase declared by
Kamal-ud-Dovle: “The author of Kamal-ud-
Dovle does not want people to be irreligious
and faithless” [19, 8].

There is a strange fact here: the person who
is atheist himself does not want the people to be
atheists. The content and meaning of this state-
ment are also important, because some investi-
gators of literary heritageof M.F.Akhundzadeh
referring to this statement keep M.F. Akhund-
zadeh away from an atheistic belief.

In our opinion, this confusion arises from
the fact that the investigators do not take into
account the idea related to specific historical
conditions. It should be stated that in the histo-
rical period when “Kamal-ud-Dovle's letters”
and the responses were written Islam was wi-
despread in Iran, and also in Azerbaijan and
had power over individual and public conscio-
usness. At that time, religious fanaticism was
growing and becoming stronger. Sophisticated
connoisseur M.F.Akhundzadeh having a refi-
ned knowledge of Islam was aware that no mat-
ter what methods were used in that historical
environment, it would not be possible to estran-
ge mass of people from religious beliefs. There-
fore for that time it could be a dream to take
over such an assignment. Also, the desire to
make people an atheist and irreligious in such
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circumstances would make them extremely
angry and it would harm to get together for the
enlightenment. Consequently, M.F.Akhonzadeh
did not set the goal to estrange people from reli-
gion and provoke them to be atheist.

We do not rebuke beliefs and actions of
philosopher, but rather we reaffirm his wise
approach to the matter.

At the same time, referring to the judgments
of thinker it would not be right to express the
conclusion that Akhundzadeh withdrew himself
from solving the problems related with Islam.
As explicitly stated in the "Kamal-ud-Dovle's
letters", the author, who did not want to provo-
ke people to be atheist, had not ceased his acti-
vities in the field of religion, he put all his effort
on solving a significant matter. Outstanding
thinker emphasized that Islam in its current sta-
te is harmful and dangerous for science, culture
and social progress. Therefore, it is necessary to
weaken the harmful and dangerous effects of
Islam and to make it relevant to the require-
ments of contemporary life. He wrote: "In ac-
cordance with the demands of the era Islam ne-
eds Protestantism. "Considering the progressive
consequences in some European countries, in
England, France and in the "New World"
(America), the author stated that passing to
Protestantism in Islam could also enable obtai-
ning many valuable social consequences. The
outstanding philosopher deemed it correct to
analyze everything in terms of requirements of
intellectual and logical laws. He insisted that a
conviction that was not based on intelligence
and wisdom cannot be trusted. Therefore, Islam
can be a healthy belief in that case it have been
set on intelligence and wisdom. In connection
with this, the author of “Letters” wrote: “Islam
can continue to exist only if people understand
the essence of religion on the basis of conscio-
usness and enlightenment”. After that, in order
to differ from other nations it is possible to re-
main in Islam formally. Besides, killing person
and cut the body part and other laws dealing
with human rights can not be maintained. Many
points in Islam should be changed, some of
them should be completely removed and all the
hardships that were presented under the “God’s
rights”’should be rejected. Like English, Ameri-
cans, and several other European nations, they
are genuinely protestant even dispite being
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outwardly Christian. In other words, they adhe-
re wisdom and logic [19,100].

In this excerpt from the "Kamal-ud-Dovle's
letters" the author stated that Islam could not be
preserved in current version. Therefore, it should
be renewed and the parts, which were not approp-
riate for the contemporary life should be removed.

As mentioned above, the author did not me-
rely conclude his thoughts stating that Islam
was in need of Protestantism but also he expo-
sed the specific characteristics of Protestantism
in Islam and he attempted to determine the po-
ints where it would be useful.

It should be noted that, although some of
M.F. Akhundzadeh's thoughts on radical chan-
ges and reform of rituals and ceremonies in Is-
lam were delusional, saying “Islam is in need of
the Protestantism™ he had displayed the worthy
courage to express it.

Conclusion

The beginnings of the 20th century were
considered as national and spiritual renaissance
of Azerbaijan people, national freedom move-
ment, return to national roots, and the peak of a
new, national thought in the history of enligh-
tenment and statehood.

The great educator M.F.Akhundzadeh's acti

vity is characterized not only with literary herita-
ge but also with a rich philosophical heritage. He
is the author of a famous philosophical «Kema-
luddovle mektublariy», the treatise that he worked
on for 1 years, «Hekimi-ingilis Yuma cavaby,
«Yek kelme» and other philosophical works.
These works made M.F.Akhundzadeh renowned
as a professional philosopher and raised the en-
lightenment philosophy in Azerbaijan to the peak.

M.F. Akhundzade was an outstanding
author who contributed to the culture of Azer-
baijan and the whole world. When he was alive
he drew the attention of European researchers
and writers around the world. The main purpose
of enlightenment standpoints of M.F. Akhund-
zadeh was to struggle against ignorance, su-
perstition and fanaticism, and put an effort on
science and education. M.F.Akhundzadeh’ sta-
ting the slogan “Islam is in need of Protestan-
tism” did not have an intention and purpose to
perpetuate Islam. M.F. Akhundzadeh was con-
vinced that Islam would exist for a long time in
the current state. Therefore, he considered it a
very important task to make certain changes in
order to eliminate significantly the harmful ef-
fects of Islam. He asserted that if this was reali-
zed, many problems of progress and freedom in
Muslim countries would be resolved.
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