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CEBUHAXK HYPYIbI3bl

Menucca

MOBECTh
MepeBoa Snbluaasi A3M30BOM

STa TpAnMYHas Kyksa, 0 KOTOPOW 51 cobMpatoCb pacckasblBaTh, NPUSETENa OTKyAa-
TO n3ganeka. Ho BOT OTKyZa UMEHHO, OHa M caMa He 3Hana. 3Hana fvlb TO, YTO npune-
Tena U3 o4eHb Aanékux Kpaés, MOTOMY YTO, Korga MUx norpyanuv B CaMOnET, U3 TbiCau
KYKO/ NLWb OHA, BbICYHYB Hapy>y rofioBy, MOKPbITYIO MYCTbIMWU, NMOXOXMMU Ha PO30BYIO
KOBpOBYlO 6axpoMy, BO/IOCAaMM, CMOr/la OCMOTPETLCA MO CTOPOHaM. U TyT xe cbexunach
OT Xxonopa:

— CHer BbIinan. O4yeHb X0104HO...

Tak, BCe elle ApoXa OT X0/104a, OHA BHOBb MPOCYHYa Yepes Lesb rofoBy ¢ po3o-
BbIMW BOSIOCaMM BHYTPb. Eil CTano NoHATHO, UTO pa3 Cenu B CaMONET, 3HauuT, byayT ne-
TeTb KyAa-To o4yeHb Aaneko. CaMmoneT neten oyeHb Aonro. Notom bbia nocaaka. Ml BHOBb
3Ta TPSANUYHAS KyK/a, BbICyHYB CBOK FOJIOBY C MSATKUMM, LUIENKOBUCTbIMA PO30BbIMA BO-
locaMu Yepes Ty Xe LWeSb HapyXXy, MpousHecna:

— CosHLe CBETUT, 1 CHera HeT. Bce KpyroM 3eneHoe-3eneHoe.

MoTOM KyK/bl, TONKas Apyr APY>KKY, 3aTapaTopuiu:

— Xapko... OTonan, He nNpukacamcst ko MHe. [laii B3rnsHy.

MoTOM KX AOCTaBUIM B CaMble NyYlUME MarasvHbl 3TOW COMIHEYHOM CTpaHbl. Kax-
[bl peB6eHOK, MPOX0/s MMMO 3TOW KyKJlbl C pO30BbIMU BOIOCAMK1, BbIGUpas Apyryto, a OHa
ocTanach...

Ho oHaXapbl KyK/a, yXBaTUBLUMCh 3@ XXESIe3HbIE NPYTbsl CETYATON KOP3UHKK, B KO-
TOPOW OHa YXKe HECKOJIbKO AHEN XWa, C TOCKON B3Mpasia Ha NPOXOAUBLUMX MUMO Hee Mo-
ceTuTenein. M Bapyr oHa yBuAena, Kak rnepea Hel oCTaHOBWUMIACh AEBOYKA C 6OMbLIMMU
JIY4YNCTbIMK rna3amMu. [leBouyka ycTaBuiachb Ha Hee.

—[Mano4yka, CMOTpK, Kakasi OHa KpacuBasi... — BOCKJ/IMKHY A OHa, YKa3blBasl Ha KyKy
C pO30BbIMM BOSIOCAMM.

OT 3Tux CnoB Kykna bbina Tak pacTporaHa, YTo ee py4ku HEBOSIbHO OTOPBAIMCh OT
XenesHblx NPyTbeB M OHa KybapeM ckaTuiack NPSIMO Ha AHO KOP3WMHKKM, ONMPOKUHYBLUNCH
BBEpPX TOpMaLlkaMn. [leBouka CBOMMM MasieHbKMMWU pPyYOHKaMK MOAHSNa ee Co AHa Kop-
3MHKW K1, NOrnaXxusas ee no rosioBke, Nokasana oTuy:

— MNanouka, Hy, NoXanymncra, Kynu MHe ee...

Mpwn 3TNX cnoBax oTel AeBOYKM yNblbHYNCs... [leBouka Hecna ee — 3Ty KyK/y C po-
30BbIMW BOMIOCaMM, Ha CBOMX pydkax. C HaK/IelkM Ha KyKJie OHa npo4yuTana ee umsi — Me-
nmcca... BoT yxxe ckonbko neT oHu 6binn BMecTe. [leBoyka Bbipocnia. A Menwncca, HaobopoT,
yyTb 06BETLLANA, CTana NoTpenaHHen, Kak-To YMeHbLUKNack. Tenepb BCe, KTO BUAEN €€ B
pyKax AeBOYKU, CMESSINC:

— OTKyAa Tbl ee Hawna? Y>x coBceM BETXas...

Cnblwa Takme cnoBa, Menuncca oropyanach, a AEBOYKA, ELLe CUSIbHee NpuMxXnMas ee
K rpyau, ropopvna:

— Kyknbl HYKOrga He apsxneroT. Menucca coBceM Hosas. U kpacusasi. OHa camast
flydllas Kykia Ha CBeTe...

Ho 3TO BOBCe He KOHeL, CKa3Ke O KyKJfie C pO30BbiMK BOIOCAMU. A KOHeL O4YeHb ne-
YasibHbIN,
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OpHaxabl Menucca, cuas Ha nepunax 6ankoHa, kak 0bbl4HO, Xxaana CBOK NOAPYTY.
Jlyun conHua urpanu ee po3osbiMK BoslocaMu. [10TOM OTKyAa-TO MOSBUIICA Manbynk. OH
nogoLlen K nepunam. bpocus B3rnsig Ha 6ankoH, 3amMeTnn Menuccy. MNpu Buge Menuccol
OH He yaepxancs OT cMexa:

— Xa, Xa, xa... Kakasa gpsxnas...

MoToM, yXBaTMBLUMCH 3a PO30BbIE BOSIOCHI MENNCCHI, OH Hayas C CUMoN BEPTETD €.
Menwucca wnenHynach B MblbHbIMA Yron ABopa. Manbymnk nogoluen K Heit. MoaHsB ee 3a Bo-
J1I0Cbl, OH BHOBb B3[/I5SIHY/1 HA Hee:

— @y, Kakas Tbl MPOTMUBHaSL... — MPOMU3HEC OH M Hayan HoramMm LUBLIPSTb €€ B pa3Hble
CTOPOHbI MO ABOPY. Po30Bble BONOCHI Menncchbl CTanu CoBEpLUEHHO YepHbIMU... Ee Bceraa
ynblbatowwmecst rnasa 6111 3abutbl NbiblO... BApYr COMHUeE MCYe310, CKPbIBLUMCH 3a Yep-
HbIMK Ty4aMmu. [TOTOM Hayan HakpanbiBaTb AOXAb. Yberas oT AoXxas, Manb4unk, noabpa-
CbiBasi Horamm Menuccy, BblIbpocun ee co ABopa Ha ynuuy...

A feBouka Bce elle nckana ee. [laxke B MHTEPBbIO OAHOM raseTe OHa TaK Ckasana
KOppecrnoHAeHTY: «Y MeHs bbina oaHa kykna. Ee 3Bann Menucca. 1 ee cunbHo nobuna...»

Mpn 3TNX cnoBax Ha ee rnasa HaBepHY/IUCh Cnesbl...

BoT Tak... MoV apyr, HaBepHOE, 51 elle A0Aro 6yay KopuTb cebs 3a To, UTO Hanmcana
3TO npou3BeaeHne — «Menuccy». M 3Haellb, 3a YTo? 3a TO, UTO, OMMUCHIBAs XXM3Hb 3TOW
KyK/bl, § HEBOMbHO onevanuna Tebs. Ho MHe XO0Tenocb 3TMM Mpou3BeAeHNEM MoKasaTb
Tebe HeBMaMMble Tebe CTOPOHbI XU3HU. S pacckasana Tebe HeKOTOopble SNN304bl U3 XKN3HK
TBOWX POBECHMKOB — AE€BOYEK N MASIbUMKOB, XMBYLLMX B Pa3HbIX YCI0BUSAX. MHe X0Tenocb
rokasaTb Tebe, UTO Ha 3TOW NMyaHeTe NoA Ha3BaHMEM 3eMJisl BOBCE He BCe bblBalOT cyacT-
J1BBI...

%k Xk

MMEHHO C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa M HayanucCb BCE HEB3roAbl B XXU3HW Menuccel. Ja-aa, Tbl
NpaBUbHO CbILWNLLIb, BCE HEB3roAbl... Kak 6GbIBAaET U B XXU3HWU NOAEN, B XXMU3HM Y PO30-
BOBOJI0COW KyKJ1bl MENINCChI TaKKe roJIoA, XaXaa, CNesbl U CTpadaHus He nepecTtaBasl CMe-
HANW Apyr apyra. Bo3aMoxkHo, UTo Menmcca oYeHb CMOKOMHO cMorsia 6bl BBIHECTM BCE 3TO,
ecnv bbl psAOM C HEM HaxoAMnach ee YepHoriasas xo3siika 30xpa, ANMMHHbIE PECHMLbI KO-
TOPOI AOXOAWMAM aX A0 CaMblX ee LWeK... Menwncca, BblbpolleHHast 6e3ayLUHbIM ManbYMKOM
NMMHKaMM Co ABOpa Ha ynuuy, CUAbHO TOCKOBana...

Tyun, rNaas Ha HeB3rofbl 6eAHON KyK/bl, 3annBanncb cnesamu. OHKU nnakanu o
cyabbe Menuccbl, NOTePSBLLEN CBOKO NOAPYTY M TeMMoe Xunuule. Tak, No MeHbLLEN Mepe,
ayMmana Menucca. OT nagaroLwmx Ha Hee Kanenb 40X OHa oTshkenena. Bata, koTopoi
6bI/10 HAbUTO ee TpANMYHOE TeNo, HAaMOKHYB, npubuna ee Kk acdanbTy. YyTb-4yTb NpO-
aporna. Bce Teno ee 6bi10 NponutaHo BOAOMN...

K ToMy e oHa cky4dana no 3oxpe. OT Bcex Apyrmx Kykon Menucca otanydanach Tem,
yTo yMena nobuTb. Mopolt el Ka3anocb, YTO AaneKko-Aaneko OT 3TUX MeCT, B OAHOW Ma-
CTEPCKOM, MOSIHOW BCSIKMX KYKOJ1, TOCKYTOB PasHblX TKaHEW, Pa3HOLBETHbLIX HUTOK U By-
NaBOK, NOXWNast XXeHLWMHa-KyKonblumLa, Harnesas Npo cebst NeceHKy, Haluna BO3MOXHOCTb
B/IOXWTb B €€ HabUTOE BaTOM TENO TPEMETHOE, XKMBOE, MaNlEHbKOE, HY COBCEM KPOXOTHOE,
KaK y BopobblillKa, cepaue. MHadye Menucca He cMorna 66l Tak BCEM cepaueM nonobutb
30xpy, Ty KBapTVpY, B KOTOPOI OHa >Wna, 3Ty LUMPOKYHO, C MAMKON NEPUHOM, KpOBaTh B
3TOoMN KBapTUpe... MiHoraa B naMst Menuccbl 0XXnBanu 0bpbiBKM, FOBOPS! S13bIKOM KMHO —
parMeHTbI AHS CBOErO NOsIBIEHMS Ha CBET. B 0aHOM 13 3TMX hparMeHTOB CKpbiBanach ne-
CeHKa, KOTOPYIO Hanesana noXuias >XeHLwmHa-KyKoblwymua, Mactepusluas Menuccy. OT1a
neceHka, pasbutas Ha 6yKBbl, CIOMM U CI0Ba, Pacchbinanachb Mo pasHbIM YrofikaM XpynKom
namsTv Menuccol. U korga Menucca B cHacT/IMBbIE AHW CBOEM XKM3HM, fieXa Mo HoYaM B
LUMPOKOW, C MSIFKOM NEPUHOIA, NOCTeNM 30Xpbl, NOrpy>Kanack B CBOU FPe3bl, €li yAaBanocChb
cobpaTb M3 YrosKoB CBOEMN MaMsTh 6YKBbl, COMM U C/IOBa W PacnonoXuTb UX B CTPOMHOM
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nopsiake. B pesynbTaTte cnoxunack neceHka, KOTOPYIO HaneBana Ta CTapast XXeHLMHa-Ky-
KOMbLUMLUQ, MPULLIMBAs PO30Bble, MOXOXKME Ha KOBPOBYIO H6axpoMy, BOoCkl Menumcchl K ee
MSIFKOW TPSINMYHOW rosoBe:

Kykna ectb Ha 3TOM CBETE,
CuacTbeM CBETUTCS OHA.

C Bosiocamu po3bl BETa

W n1060Bbt0 BCS M0/Ha.

Bo3moxHo, 4To NtoboBb Menucchl bbina coTkaHa MMEHHO M3 3TUX CoB. To ecTb yxe
C NepBbIX AHEW, eLle 0 TOro, Kak ee BOMOChI, F0f0Ba, TYNOBULLE, PYKMU U HOMM Bblan Npu-
LWUNTbI APYTr K APYry, NEepPBbIM YC/bllaHHbIM €t0 CoBOM bbina ntoboBb...

Joxab BCe 6onblue ycunmeancs. KpynHble kanan Aoxas, 6e3xanocTHo yaapssch o
ee Teno, 6pbi3ramMn OTCKaKMBaNu B CTOPOHY.

— [daBai1, naBali, ckopei 6exxum. MoTtopannmearics. [Jo npuxoaa MaTepu Mbl A0MHKHbI
6bITb gOMa.

lMec pBancsl, aeprasi 3a BEPEBKY OLLEMHMKA, CTapasiCb BbIpBaTb €€ M3 PYK MasibumKa.

— Hy nam xe, Xan. KoMy s rosopto? Kakoi e Tbl apyr?!

Menucca ¢ TpyaoM pasnnyana CKBO3b JIMBHEBYIO MeneHy pasroBapyBalowmx. 370
6b1/1 ManbYuK 7-8 NeT. PAaoM ¢ HAM 6exan AIMHHOYXUIA nec ¢ 6e510i, 6necTaLLen WepcTbio
C YyepHbIMK naTHamu. MNpu BUAe nca Menucca cpasy onpeaenuna, Yto 3To AasMaTuH, no-
TOMY YTO MacTepMBLUAsl ee Ta XXEeHLUMHA-KYKoMbLUMLA o4eHb ftobuna ganmMatnHos. Cpean
M3roTOBJIEHHbIX €0 C 60/IbLLON /TI060BLI0 UrPYLLIEK BbIIM AECATKN MENKUX U KPYTMHbIX Aas-
MaTUHOB. MarbuvK CTapascsi yBeCTM Mca, Aeprasi 3a BEPeBKy olelHuka. Ho nec crosn
KaK BKOMaHHbIW, YCTaBMBLUWCb B OAHY TOUKY:

— Xan, npowy Tebs. Mownun, Xan. MNMownun. BoT-BOT MaTb BepHeTcs ¢ paboTbl. Hago
ycneTb fobpaTtbcsa Ao AoMa. M KoOMOMHE3OH TBOW He HageT. Ecin npocTyamwbes, Hac obomx
HaKaxyT.

Ho Xan Tak u cTosin, yCTaBMBLUMCb B OAHY TOYKY. AXXX... YTO 3T0? Menucca Tonbko
Tenepb MNOHsNa, B YeM Aeno. Xan, He OTpbiBas r1as3, CMOTpen Ha Hee, Ha Menuccy ¢ ee pac-
CbiNaBLUMMMCA NO acdanbTy po30BbIMM BoslOCaMu. [la-Aa, NpaBubHO CblWMLLIb. Xan CMOT-
pen Ha Menuccy. CMOTpen, He OTpblBas rnas, He obpalas BHMMaHUS Ha A0XAb M
yrpaLuvBaloLLEro ero xo3samnHa. Menucca oT cTpaxa TyT e 3abbina 060 Bcex cBovx Heaax.
OHa 3axoTenia NoAHATLCSA C 3eMnn U bexaTb co Bcex Hor. Ho He nonyumnock. Ee Teno
6b110 TaK MPONUTAHO BOAOM, YTO OHA HE MOr/la CABMHYTLCA C MecTa. Xasl, pacKpbiB NacTb
noaobHo KoBLIy 6ynbao3epa, NoAoLwen K Hel. Menncca He Morna Hu 6exxaTb Bnepes, Hu
oTCTYynaTb Hasad. OHa C y)KacoM B3vpana Ha MOTSHYBLUYIOCS B €e CTOPOHY MSATHUCTYIO,
6enyto 1 61eCTSLLYI0 FOM0BY, HA NApY LUEBESILUMXCS YLIEN.

— Aiti... botocb... — 3aKpuyana oHa.

MponutaHHOEe BOAOW ee TeNo Yxe 6bi10 B NacTy Xana. Co CBMCAIOLLMX HOT U pyK CTe-
Kana rpsisHas Boga. Manbumk, yXBaTUBLUUCH 3@ ee HOXKW, N30 BCEX CU TAHYN ee, CTapa-
SICb BbipBaTb U3 MacTu Xana. Menucca poigana... B 3TOT MOMEHT npsiIMO psiAoM C HUMU
OCTaHOBW/IaCh Takas e benas u bnectawas, kak cam Xan, MawwuHa. B ywax Menuccel
Mpo3By4an ryn MoTtopa. M3 MalumHbl Bbllwfia XeHWwwmHa. EaBa BbIiAs M3 MaLLMHbI, OHa Npo-
ryaena, Kak MawuHa:

— Y710 Bbl 34ecb xoguTe? Beab yxe He BpeMsi Ana nporynku Xana. CelIHOK, novyeMy
BbILWK 6e3 paspelieHns? C keM s rosopto?!

ManbumK oTIYCTUA HOXKM Menuccbl. OH CyHyN NPOMOKLUNE PYKW B KapMaHbl 6ptok:

— BOT, cxBaTun KyKny u He OTMycKaeT.

— 370 He KyKNa, a rps3HbIi XnaM. MNoHsn, cbiHOK? Thl BeAellb Xana Kyaa nonano. U
OH 6epeT B pOT BCAKMIA X/aM...

«OHW roBopsAT 060 MHe. 370 5 — xn1aM?» — Menucca onevanunaco.
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Bopa, cTekaBwas 13 Tena Menuccol, AaBana en BO3MOXXHOCTb MOPa3MbIWNATb. Mo
Mepe TOro, KaK CTekana BoAa, ee NaMsiTb CTAaHOBUIACh SICHEN.

— Bbpock ee, Xan... Ckopeit. Y Tebs ecTb YyAecHble UrpyLuku. MoyeMy Tbl Urpaelub ¢
YNIMYHOMN KYKJTON?

Menucce 6b11M 3HaKOMbI BblpaXKeHUsl «ysiMdHas cobaka», «y/nMyHble AeTU», HO
«YNINYHYIO KyKSly» OHa C/blllana Bnepsble. A XeHLLMHa BCe HMKAK He yMonKana, npoaos-
Xas ryaetb:

— Xan, Tbl 3apa3unwbcs MMKpoboM. OHa He cTepuibHasi, He 0bpaboTaHa CnnpTOM...

Menucca H1Yero He noHuMana. OHa He pa3bupanack B CNOBAX «CTEPWUIbHBIN», «06-
paboTka». Xan Toxe He obpallan BHMMaHMSl Ha CKa3aHHble cnoBa. Buas 6ecnonesHocTb
60pb6bl, XeHLMHA TOXe HaKOHeL, NpousHecna:

— Mownu gomoi. Cagutech BCe B MalUMHY: M Xas, 1 Tbl, U 3Ta rpsi3Hast Kyka...

Korga Bbexanu Bo ABop, Menucca Bce elle Haxoamniack B 3ybax Xana.

Baonb creHbl 6bIn 3acaxkeHbl BeYHo3eneHble env. [Asop 6bla1 BbIMOLLEH MpaMop-
HbIMK NIMTaMK. Y BOPOT HaX0AWI0Cb OrPOMHOE MOMELLEHUNE AS OXPaHbl, Takoe e 60/1b-
LLOe MO BeNnYMHe, Kak 1 oM, B KOTOPOM Xwuna 3oxpa.

Kak Tonbko MaluMHa 3acurHanuia, oTTyaa Bbilles poc/blii mapeHs. MNoaonas K Ma-
LUMHE, OH YXBaTW/CS 3a OLIEMHWK Xana, C YAMBIIEHWEM [MisSiAs Ha Menuccy B ero nacTw.
XeHwuHa noHsna, 4Yto TOT XOTeN CNpoCUTh:

— Xan coBceM oTbuscsa oT pyk. 3To OH noaobpan Ha ynuue. Hago noasickaTb eMy Ho-
BOr0 KMHOJOra-ApeccnpoBLLMKa.

Menucca He NoHsMa U C/IoBa «KUMHOMOM». Ei BCMOMHUANCE KMHOMUIIBbMBI, KOTOPbIE
OHa CMOTpena no HovaM... Jlexxa B noctenn BMecTe ¢ 30xpoil. Ho el HeNoHSTHO 6bino,
Kakasi cBa3b Morfa 6biTb Mexay KMHO M XanoMm. XeHwuHa nogowsna u BcTana nepeg
Xanom.

— Molt yMHbIV necuk, oTaaln ee MHe. OHa rpsi3Hasi, y)kacHasi. Y Tebsi ecTb Xopo-
LUEHbKME KYKJSIbl... — CKa3asia OHa, Npuaas MLy JIaCKOBOE BblpaXkeHue.

Menucca 6bina obmxeHa Ha Becb cBeT. OHa He xoTena bbiTb rpsi3HON 1 6e306pas-
HoM Kyknon. OBbuKeHa Ha BCeX NoAEN U Aaxke Ha 30XpY...

— Otpai, Xan... Otaan, roeopto.

XKeHwwmHa cTana Tepebutb Menuccy, Yem CuibHO paccepauna Xana.

— Mama, He aeprait ee. Bce paBHO He oTaacT. MpocTo TMxo noobellan emy, YTo He
BbI6GpOCULLb Kyky. MoMoeLllb, MOYUCTULLL U BEPHELLL EMY.

%k Xk

Menucca ¢ 60/bLUION CKOPOCThIO KpyTUach B 6apabaHe cTypanbHON MallunHbl. Bbin
rocneaHui aTan. 3Tan omKUMKK. Korga nyckoBasi KHOMKa MalWHbI YMKHYMA M OCTaHOBU-
nacb, Menwncca ckatmnach 1 ynana npsiMo B cepeanHy MallWHbI.

K cTeknsiHHOW ABepLE MallWHbl, MOXOXEN Ha WIIOMUHATOP, BMIOTHYO NpUIenu-
NMCb ABa Na3a, ABa yXa M 0AMH Hoc. JT0 6611 Xan. OH xaan ee.

Menwucca cTana YncTeHbkol. CTupasbHbIi MOPOLLIOK U OTOENMBaIOLLEE CPEACTBO CAe-
nanu ee 6e10CHEXXHOMN. Xan CTy4an CBOMMM Nanamu no ABepLe MalnHbl. HakoHeL, asepuy
OTKpbINK. BbITaHyB Bnepéa rosniosy, Xan 3abpan ee n3HyTpu 6apabaHa.

— Tbl CTan o4YeHb HEBOCMWUTAHHbLIM, Xan. 3abupali, nagHo, BOT, 6epu. Bce, ycrno-
kouncs? Hy, Tenepb Man 1 NoeLb CBOKO NOXIebKy...

Xan pafocTHO NOTpycun B Apyryto KoMHaTy. OH ynoxun Menuccy B NOCTaBIEHHYO
[NSt HErO Ha AMBaHe MArKyto, HErnyboKyto KopamHy. CaM Toxe 3ane3 B KOpP3uHY U ycencs
TaM, caenas ry6oKuin B3AOX...

Xan ayman o NpeacTosLwMX CHacTMBbIX AHSX BMeCTe ¢ Mennccoii, NoToMy YTo 3Ty
UrpyLKYy OH Bblbpan caM. HMKTO He nokynan ee ans Hero. Xan caMm yBuaen ee u B TOT Xe
MUWI MOHSN, YTO OHM MOTYT CTaTb APY3bSMMU...
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Ho o4eHb CKOpo, MOC/e TOro AHS, Kak OH YNoXun Menuccy B CBOKO HernyboKyto Kop-
3WHY, Nepea HUMWU NpeacTan HEKTO C OrPOMHbIM, BbINMPAOLLMM Ha METpP Briepes, HptoxoM,
B O4Kax u wnane. OH co CBUCTOM Abllan, To N AeN0 1U3aaBas XproKalowmne 3ByKU. I'Ile
BMAE 3TOro YenoBeka Xan TyT e cxBaTtun Menuccy, aepxa ee B 3ybax.

— [a, 6ecnokonTcs... B HeM cuanT cTpax...

My>KUnMHa BHMMATEsIbHO NOCMOTPes Ha Xana u Menuccy.

— XMMM... 3HaeTe, B YeM [eno, rocrnoxa. B ncuxonornmn nca nponsowwsin cepbesHble
N3MEHEeHUSI.

— KoHeuHo, npoun3owsiu... C TOro AHsl, Kak OH Hallen 3Ty FPs3HY0 U OTBpaTUTENb-
HYIO YIMYHYIO KYKny, T.e. Menuccy...

— 3Hato. BoT noyeMy BHaudane u3 goma AomkHa 6biTb yaaneHa 3Ta Kykna.

JKeHLmHa rHeBHO nNocMoTpena Ha Menuccy:

— Ee HeBO3MOXHO 0TObpaTh y Xana.

— OT6epeM... YcbinmM, a MOTOM U 0TbepeM, — eXMAHO YXMbINbHYACS KUHOMOr - Apec-
CUPOBLLMK.

Xany BKOSIOSIM YKON. Bo36y»xaeHHbI OT NpeayyBCTBUS YEro-To HEXOPOLLUEro, Xan
[ONro conpoTuenancs. Ho B KOHLE KOHLOB OH YCHYN. Kak TOMbKO ero YepHble rnasa co-
MKHY/INCb, KNHOMOM-APECCMPOBLUMK TYT Xe CXBaTui Menuccy v CyHyn B KapMaH.

— Mo popore BbIGPOLLY B MycOpHbIi 6aK. — lNocne AOBOMABHO ASIMTENbHOMO Pasro-
BOpa C X0351MKOM OH CTasl npoLLaThcs. — He 6ecnokonTech, MOCne HaLMX 3aHSTUI Xan cTa-
HET CaMbIM KYJIbTYPHbIM COM B MUPE.

B 370 BpemMsa Xan Haxoauncs B rnybokom cHe.

%k Xk

A He 3Hato, KorAa Xan NpPOCHY/CS, Kak OH cebsi NoBes, He Haras psaoM ¢ cobol
Menuccy...

[a v npo Menuccy Toxe HAYEro XopoLlero ckasaTb He CMOory.

KnHoNor-apeccMpoBLUyMK BbilLes OT HUX B XOpoLueM ayxe. [bIXTs 1 cons, OH YTO-TO
Hanesan BMnofrosoca. Bnepean crosinn MycopHble 6akun, cniowb obnenneHHbIE MyxaMu.
Mpu BUAE MX OH TYT e BCNOMHWA npo Menuccy. CyHyB pyKy B KapMaH, OH BblTallma OT-
TyAa 3a HOXKM Menuccy. MoToM OH NOAHSN ee BBEPX:

— XMMM... Kakune Bonockl. Kak koBposast 6axpoma... Ho cnacnbo tebe. Tbl moMorna
MHe. He 6yab Tebs, Takas 6oraTtasi ceMbs He cTana 6bl McKaTb CBOEMY MNCYy APeCCUMpPOB-
Wwyuka. Ho Bce paBHO npuaeTcs 6pocuTb Tebs B MyCOpHbIA 6aK, MOTOMY YTO Tbl Y)Ke MHE
He Hy>Ha. — C 3TMM CnoBaMm OH, pa3MaxHyBLUMNCb, N30 BCEX CWJT WBbIPHYN Mennccy B CTo-
pOHY MycopHoro 6aka. B 3ToM cTpeMuTensHoM nonete Menmcce Novyannochb, YTo OHa BOT-
BOT repeceyeT BCE TrpaHWLbl M BHOBb OKaXETCs B MacTepCcKol TOW CTapou
YXEHLUMHbI-KYKONbLUMLbI, KOTOpasi cMacTepuna ee. Ha Myr oHa aaxe ycnena obpaaosaTbCsl.
Ho aToro He cnyumnock. OHa ynana... MecTto, kyfa oHa ynana, He 6bin10 MycopHbIM 6akoM.
MponeTs Hag MycOpHbIMK H6akaMu, OHa ynana rae-To Aaneko OT HMX...

KTo-To nogobpan ee ¢ 3emnu. Cran Aonro owynbiBaTb ee. Menucca yBuaena ero.
370 6bIN CTapbIi My>X4YMHA B OYKaXx:

— K70 Tebs 6pocun ctoga, kpacotka? U nodemy 6pocnn? Ho Beapb Tbl MHE HE HYXKHa...

OH cTucHyn Menuccy B cBOeil 60MbLUOM NagoHW. Havan MsiTb ee pyku, rosoBy,
HOXKM, MOTOM CKa3asn:

— Het, npurogunwbcs. Takast msarkas. [Mosewy Tebs Ha cTteHe n 6yay BTbikaTb
UFOSIKM. ..

KoHeuHo e, Menncca He 06MONBUIACh HU CIOBOM. [la ¥ CTapblil CAanOXHUK TOXe
He CTan XzaaTb ee cornacus. Boias B 6yaky, oH npuxkan ronoBy Menncchl K CTEHKe C Ha-
KNIeEHHbIMW Ha Hee pa3HOObpPa3HbIMM CHMMKaMK yNblbaloWMXCa AEBYLIEK W, NPUCTaBUB
npsiMo K cepeanHe ee nba 60bLION MBO3Ab, HAHEC MOMOTKOM OAWH yAap: Tapann.
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Menwucca npuwna B cebst N1Lb Yepe3 Heckosbko YacoB. OHa He Morna LeBeslb-
HYTbCSl. Bokpyr 6b1710 TeMHO. CTapblii CanoXHWK, BbIK/THOUMB CBET W 3anepes ABEpH, yLen
AOMOM. Menucca 3aTpsiciacb OT CTpaxa. Bpemsi oT BpeMeHn AOHOCUAMCH 3BYKM LIOpOXa U
nucka. Monb3ysicb OTCYTCTBMEM CaNOXHMKA, MblluM 6erann Mexay cTapol, NOHOLIEHHOM
06yBbi0. B Aywie Menvcca 6bina 6naroaapHa canoXHWKY 3a To, YTO TOT Npubun ee K CTeHe,
MOTOMY YTO CUNIbHO 60si1ach MbILLEN...

Mpoxoannu aHW. Menucca Tak U BUCENA Ha CTEHE CaroXXHOM MacTepPCKOW, NMaxHyLLen
CTapoit 06yBblO, MyTaIMHOM M KOXel. KaXxabl IeHb MOXOXME Ha Cyxue Cydbs AepeBa Ko-
psiBble MasibLbl CaNOXHWKa TO U Aeno BKanbliBaan 1 BbIHUMAIN U3 ee XnBoTa, rosoBsbl, 13
BCEX YacTel Tena urosku. Menncca yxxe He oxana oT 60K, Kak 3To 6bino paHbLue. Mpu-
Bblk/1a. MprBMBLLIAsACS K BO/IOCaM Mbib CAENANA UX TsHXKENbIMU. E Ka3anock, UTO rosioBa
nepeselnBaeT Teno. CTapbiii CanoXXHMK 6bin 3a847bIM KypubLiMkoM. OT egkoro Tabau-
HOro AbiMa 1 3anaxa oOHa C TPyAOM Ablliana, UBeT inua cTan TeMHee. Ho Menucca He yyB-
cTBOBana cebs HecyacTHo. BoBce HeT... [opoi oHa Yacamu 3adyMbiBanacb Hafd TEM,
MoYeMy Xe He UyBCTBYEeT cebsi HecuyacTHON. Beab aTa nonyTeMHas, NpokonTenas canox-
Has MacTepckas, BCS BbIKPOEHHas 1 3anaTaHHas U3 pasfiMyHbIX KYCKOB IepeBa, Xenesa 1
aHepbl, He LWNa HM B KaKoe CpaBHEHME C TEM POCKOLUHbIM AOMOM, B KOTOPOM OHa Xuna
C XanoM. Menucca ctana noHMMaTb, YTO cHacTbe ONpeaensieTcs He MeCcToM, rae Tbl Xu-
BELLb, @ OKpY>atoLWMMu Tebsa ntoabMu. MNpaBaa, CTapbii CanoXXHMK Bbl1 KOMKMM Ha A3bIK 1
rpybbiM YenoBekoM. MOXET, OH M CaM He 3Han, Kakyto 6o5b npuumHsieT Menncce. OHa
6blna yBepeHa, ecnv 6bl 3Han, OH He cTan bbl BKanbiBaTb B HEE HWU OAHOM Mronku. Ho B
Zylle OH 6bis1 04YeHb A06pbIM. Ternepb OH YXXe He Ha3biBan Mennccy «KpacoTkom». lMNyckas
K/y6bl AbIMa B BO3AYX, OH C Y/IbIOKOW rOBOpPW:

— Hy, kaK Tbl, MOsi KpacaBuua? YaobHo nn tebe? Ecnmn HeT, TO Tbl CKaXW MHE, U S
BbITaLLy M3 Tebs 3TOT NPOKAATHIN FBO3b.

KoHeuHo >xe, Menuncca, 6e3MONBHO MsiAsS Ha HEro, HUYEro He oTBeYana. M ctapsbiit
CanoXXHUK ToXe, 0bpallasich K HeW, He NepecTaBasi FOBOPUI:

— lMNoBepb MHe, ceityac 310 camoe yaobHoe MecTo. Kak bbl 51 XoTen, UTobbl KTO-TO U
MEHSI, BOT TaK MPUIrBO3AMNB K CTEHE, CKasan 6bl: cuan 34ecb CMOKOMHO. Cuam U Monuu,
6yab rnyxuMm, HeMbIM U cnenbiM. YTobbl HE BUAETL, Kak pyLUMTCS 3TOT MUp. He aymMaTtb 0O
TeX, KTO CTpajaeT OT ronoja u Apyroi Hyxapl... Ho 4To nogenaelb, HET TOro, KTO 6bl
NpUreo3ans MeHs Tyaa...

Menucce HPaBUNOCh TO, YTO CANOXHWUK U3MBaN €l Aylly, KaK XXMBOMY YenioBeky. OH
NpeKpacHo 3Hasn, YTO OHa BCE NMOHMMAET.

— Mo TBOEMy BMAY 3HalO, YTO Tbl HE MeCTHas. Tbl NpUbbINa OTKYAa-TO M3 APYrou
CTpaHbl. [paBaa? — 4yTb NOMONYaB, CIOBHO CNyLWas ee, OH npogo/mkan: — BoT Buaunwwb, s
npaBuIbHO Joragancs. Tbl He 34elHss. JyMaellb, YTO BCe NOAM TOM CTpaHbl, OTKyAaA Thl
npubbina, cyactnmebl? HeT. Ownbaelbesi. TaM TOXe eCTb CBOW CbITble U FONI0AHbIE, 60/1b-
Hble 1 340poBble. Bo BceM Mupe y ropst eCTb 04HO Ha3BaHue — 1 3T0 rope. Kak 6bl OHO HK
3By4arno...

OH roBopwn 6ecnpepbiBHO. YMOJIKan fvilb TOraa, Koraa CTtyyanu B ABepb. poBo-
AVB NoceTuTeNs, OH BHOBb, 06paTMB NNLO B CTOPOHY Menunccbl, n3nmean aywy. K Tomy xe
obpaluarncs K Hell Mo MMeHM, KOTOPbLIM Ha3Basl €e Ha AHSX:

— Hy BOT, Mosi Ynyek, Tbl ToXXe 6e3MosBHa. Bce Monumwb 1 Monyuwb. BoT 3a 310 U
cnacmbo Tebe. 3a MonuvaHue. [loMa cTapyxa Tak MHOro 6ontaer 6e3 yMonky, 4To rosioBa
nyxHeT. Ecnu elle n Tbl CTaHeLlb roBOpUTb, TO S BoobLue nponaay...

Menucca He obwxanacb. OHa XOpOLLO 3Hana, YTO, KpOMe 30Xpbl, €6 UMEHN HUKTO
He 3HaeT. CTapblil CaMOXHWK C TakMM YAOBOJIbCTBUEM HasbiBan ee Ynyek, uto Menucca
Jaxke Havana nobutb 370 UMS...

[a, xouy ellle 3aMeTUTb, YTO C NEPBbIX XXe AHEN MOSBMEHMS B ByaKe y canoXHWKa
Menucce CTano KasaTbCs, UTO KTO-TO KaXAablii A€Hb CNEAUT 3a HeM.
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Ee nogospeHns 6b11M 060CHOBaHbI. M3 ManeHbKoro, MOKpbITOro KOMOTbio, MOTEM-
HEBLUEro M NOTYCKHEBLLEr0 OKOHHOrO cTekna 6yaku BbirnsabiBana oxmaTas rososa c vy-
Ma30W poXkei, MpUCTanbHO U A0/Ir0 BCMATpMBasiacb B HEE M MOTOM, MPUXKUMasiCb CrIMHOM
K CTeHe, yaansnace.

Menucca HUKOrAa He AyMana O HeM Mnoxo. Ho To, Kak TOT YKpaaKoW CMOTpen Ha
Hee, ero B3bepPOLUEHHbIE, MPSI3HbIE BOJIOCHI BbI3bIBA/IN B HEM HEKOTOPOE Mofo3peHue. Mo
npeaBapuTeNbHOMY NPeanooXEHUI0, 3TO 6bln Manbyunk. BugHo 66110, YTO OH BUCEN Ha
OKHe, MPUMOAHSIBLLUMCL Ha HOCcKax. Mopoi OH Yacamu Mor, 3amMepeB, 6e3MOJIBHO YCTaBUThLCS
Ha Hee. Menncce Jaxe Kasanocb, YTO KTO-TO B35/1 €ro 3a rofoBy M NpUrBO3ana K CTEKIy.
Ho oueHb CKOpO el MpULLINOCh 0TKA3aTbCs OT 3TOM MbicnK. Kak To/Ibko BO ABOpE pasaa-
BaJICA Y>KACHbIA XPUMIbIA KEHCKNIA OKPUK:

— Onatb Tbl Nnpunun Tyaa? Hy noroam Tl Y MeHs. S Tebe CBOMMM pyKaMu CBEPHY
e, BOT yBMAWLWb... — FOMI0Ba TYT e, OTOPBaBLUMCb OT CTeKkna, OTCKakMBasa, Kak Msu,
B CTOPOHY U mcye3ana. Menncca UenbiMn AHAMU CTapanachk HalTy CBS3b MEXAY 3TOM ro-
JIOBOM U TEM Y>KacCHbIM FO/I0COM, HO HMUYEro He nony4anoch. U kaxxablii pas, koraa pasaa-
BaJIC 3TOT roOsIoC M McYe3ana rofoBa U3 OKHa, CTapblii CamnoXHMK, NMOBOPaYMBasiCb B
CTOpOHY Menuccbl, rosopun:

— 3Ta BeAbMa MNpsIMO MbET KPOBb U3 6eAHbIX AETEN.

M3 cka3ok, KoTopble unTana 3oxpa, Menucca 3Hana, Kaknmu 6biBatoT BeAbMbl. HO
OHa [iymana, YTo OHM CYLLECTBYIOT TONbKO B CKa3kax. A Tenepb B OAHOM U3 ABOPOB pas-
[IaeTCsl Yel-TO ronoc, M OKasblBAETCs, YTO X03si1Ka 3TOro rosoca — BeAbMa.

— OH cMOTpUT Ha Tebsi. HaBepHoe, Xo4eT, UTobbl Thl CTana ero UrpyLukomn. PebeHok
Xe... Bce getv umeloT npaBo urpatb C urpywkamm. S 66l Mor nogaputb Tebs emy. Ho
AyMato, TaM Tebe byaeT Hecnagko...

CTapblii CanoXXHUK CTasn 06bsICHATbL, NoYyeMy el 6yaeT TaM Hecnaako... A Menucca,
CKOJIbKO HUM AyMarna, HMKaK He MOrfia HalTu oTBeTa.

%k %k k

B TOT fAeHb 6b110 NpoxnaaHo. Bo ABope Ayn cunbHbI BeTep. Byaka craporo ca-
MOXHMKA TaK CKpunena v Kavanacb M3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, C/IOBHO cobupanacb BOT-BOT
copBaTbCs M yneteTb. CO CTOPOHbI MOXET TaK HE Ka3asocb, HO Tak kak Menucca 6bina
npubuTa K CTEHe, OHa YyBCTBOBana 3TO Nydiue. Moa Hell cTeHa xoamna XoA4yHOM, pac-
KauMBasiCb 13 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY.

bbin Bevep. ConHue AaBHO Ceno, HO yMYHbIE (DOHAPK ELLe He ropenu.

Menwucca, 3aTanB ApixaHue, 3aMepna Ha Mecte. ['yn BeTpa CI0BHO npeaynpexaan:
BOT-BOT MPOM30MAET YTO-TO Hexopollee. BHayane el moMepeLmnnocb, YTo M3 TEMHOMO
OKHa rnokasarnacb Ta camasi Yymasas ronosa... W, easa nokasasLUMCb, OHa TYT Xe ucyesna.
MoToM ckpunHyna Aeepb 6yaku, 3anepTas CTapbiM 3apXXaBeBLWWM 3aMKOM. KTo-TO He-
CKOJbKO pa3 AepHyn ABepb. [MOTOM NoCbIWancs n93r xenesa, CI0BHO KTO-TO COpBas OAWH
U3 ABYX 3aMKHYTbIX Xene3Hblx 0604K0B. BuceBlwniA Ha 06oaKe 3aMOK, C FPOXOTOM CTy-
KasiCb 0 ABEpb, ynan Ha 3emsto... Menmccy oxeatun yxac.

MoToM Ha Hee ynan cnabbit cBeT. KTo-To Bowen BHyTpb. CBET OT ¢hoHaps B ero
pYKe 3acKosb3Ws Mo cTeHe. M oH ¢ nerkocTbto Hawen Menuvccy. 3aynbibancs. TbiibHOM
CTOPOHON pyKKn yTep Hoc. MpUNOAHSBLUMCL Ha HOCKaX, BbITSHY/T JIOXMATYO FO/lOBY Brie-
pea. MNoToM, NpuxaBLLIMCh NLOM K inly Menuccel, Monya noctosisi. CyHyB pyKy B KapMaH,
BbITaLLMA NAOCKOry6Lbl. Hanpsirasicb BCeMU Cuinamu, BbITSIHY/T CBOMMM XYAEHbKUMU PYKaMK
NpubuTLIN K roioBe Mennccobl reo3ab.

— MNoviaelb coO MHOWM, — KOPOTKO CKa3as OH.

Koraa oHu BbIxoaunu, BO ABope 6bI710 HX 3rn He BuaaTb. Manbuvk npwxan ee K
rpyau. Ee po3oBble BOSIOCH! pa3BeBanvcCb Ha BETPY. 3a Aonrue rofabl Menucca Bnepsble
BbIXOAMNA Ha BO3AyX.
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— S gaBHO yXe 3acMaTpumBasncs Ha Tebs. OueHb AaBHO... Tbl 3Haewsb?! Ho Tbl MeHs
He Buaena.

Menucca He cMorna CkasaTb, YTO OHa TOXE BMAESA €ro YXXe C NepBbIX e AHEN, Kak
OH MosIBUNCA...

— 3HaeLlwb, Korga s Hawen Teba? Bckope nocne cMepTu cecTpbl. Thl MOX0Xa Ha MoK
cectpy. Takas e Tuxasl, CNOKOWHasi, nevasnbHas...

OH 6exan, Ha xofly pasroBapusasl. Bapyr Ha nuuo Menucchl ynana ogHa kanns. En
NoKasanocb, YTO nowen AoxAab. Ho oHa 3abnyxaanack. Manb4umk nnaxarn.

— Cectpa 6onena. Ytobbl 3neuntb ee, Mama npogana ece. M gaxke Haw gom. Ho ce-
CTpa He Bbl3gopoBena. BmMecto atoro 3abonena 1 mama. M3-3a Tockm no cecrpe.

Kannn noteknu ewwe 6bictpee. OHM Naganuy Ha Muo, Wweto, pykn Menuccel.

— Ho oHa BbI3A0pOBEET, — BCX/IAMHY/ MasibumK. — Sl OTHeCy 1 nogapto Tebs ei, 1 oHa
Bbl3gopoBeeT. M0TOMY YTO Tbl TOUb-B-TOYb, Kak MOSi CeCcTpa... BOT TONbkO He 3Hato, CMOo-
Xelb NN Tbl NOXUTb Y Hac?! Ho g ymonstio, He 6yabp nevanbHoi. [laBait BMecTe cnacem
MO0 MaMy. A noToM, obeLuato, 1 caM OTHECY M NoBeLly Tebs Ha CTeHKyY B Byake canoXHMKa.

Bxoas B noabesa 60nblIOro 34aHus, MasbyMK BHadane 3ameanun war. BHuma-
TeNbHO OCMOTPESCSA NO CTOPOHAaM:

— Hago 6bITb OCTOPOXHbBIM. HUKTO HEe AO/MKEH BMAETb, UTO S BXOXY CoAa...

Boias B noabesa 34aHusi, OHM, BMECTO TOFO, YTOObl NOAHSTLCA Ha BEPXHUE CBET-
Nble U YIOTHbIE 3TaXW, CTa/IM CMNYCcKaTbCsl B TEMHbBIN, NAaXHYLMIN CbIPOCTbO NoaBas. 34echk
661710 UyTb CBETNEE, YeM Ha ynuue. OHuM elle AoAro Npobupanvcb BHYTPb. HakoHew, BoLwm
B OrOpPOXXEHHOE MPOCTLIHAMM U KyCKaMuM KapTOHa noMelleHre. Manbunk 6bin B3BOSTHOBaH.
OH OKMHYN KOMHaTy TPEBOXHbIM B3rnsAoM. HanpoTuB HMX Ha »ene3HoW KpoBaTu crana
Xyfas, cnabasi, Tskeno Apblallas xeHwmHa. Ee Bonockl pa3mMeTanmcb No noayLuke.

— JT0 MOS MaMa, — yKasblBasi Ha Hee, LWenoToM coobLmn Manbyunk Menmcce. — Bu-
OVLWb, Kakas oHa KpacuBasi. Camas Kpacvsasi B MMpe MaMa. Mbl AO/KHBI U31eunTb ee. Thl
n 9. Tbl MOMOXELLb MHE?

Menucca n3o Bcex cui ctapanacb OTBETUTb eMy. JTO YCUSIME C/IOBHO OTPasnsio Ha
ee nuue ynblbky.

— Cnacnbo Tebe 6onbluoe, — obpagoBancs Manb4umKk. — S 3Han, YTo Tbl MHE MOMO-
Xelwb. [laBaii 3HAKOMUTLCS. MeHs 30BYT Mukaus. KopoTko Muka... Tbl, HABEpHOE, He CMO-
Xelb Ha3BaTb CBOE MMsl. M No3TOMy No3BO/Ib MHE Ha3BaTb TGS MMEHEM MOEeW CecTpbl:
Anpa.

Y Menuccbl HMKoraa He 6bi10 MaTepu. Hukoraa... 3Ta cTapas Kykosfblyua cmacTe-
puna ee, npuvwnnia apyr K Apyry Bce ee yacTu Tena. Tak 1 nosismnacb Ha ceet Menucca...
A Tenepb OHa Ao/MKHA bblla 3aMEHNTb KOMY-TO A0Yb. KTO-TO CTaHeT ee MaTepblo... OHa
O4YeHb BOMHOBaNach. A BAPYr 3Ta ChsWas Ha KPOBATK XKEHLUMHA He MpUMET ee 3a A04b?
Yrto Torma 6ynet? Beab Muka Bce cBoM Haaexabl cBA3biBan ¢ Menuccoi. YTo xe 6ynet
Toraa ¢ Mukoin?

Menwucca BnepBble Tak A0SIrO 3aAyMbiBanacb Haf XXM3HEHHbIM C/lyYaeM. DTo 6bl1o
BrepBble... M1Ka roBOpW C HEW LIEMOTOM:

— 51 BNepBble MoLLen Ha BOPOBCTBO. Ykpan Tebs. Banoman asepb 6yakm ctaporo
Jefa-canoxHuka. Ho 1 He BopuLLKa. DTO CBATOe BOPOBCTBO. [ crnaceHust matepu. Koraa-
HWBYAb 51 MoVAY M NOMPOLLY MPOLLEHMSI Y CTAPOro CanoXHUKa.

Menucca 3Hana, YTo CTapblil CanoXHUK NPOCTUT Masibynka. MoToMy YTO Y 3TOro CTa-
poro, rpyboro c Buay Yenoseka 6bis10 30110TOe, A0bpoe cepaLe...

HeoxnaaHHO NocbIWancs Yer-to BCXaumn... Muka BbICTpo BCKouMn € MecTa. Basin
Menuccy B pyku:

— Mama npocHynace...

OHu 0ba cTosinn y kpoeaTu: Muka n Menucca. Mrmka OCTOPOXHO, C HEXXHOCTbIO MO-
rnaaunn BoNOCbl MaTepu:

— MaMa, MaMouKa, He nfayb, OTKPOK rnasa.
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XeHwuHa oTkpbina rnasa. U TyT xe 3payku rnas 3aberanu, CUbHO-CUbHO 3abu-
JIUCb pecHULbl. HEBOJIbHO 3aTPAC/IUCE PYKU.

— Most Mnnas MaMouka, camas Kpacueasl Ha ceeTe. BoT, cMoTpu croga...

Muka nogHan Menuccy Beepx. ogepkan ee nepeg rnasamu mMatepu. Menucca
CUNbHO Apoxkana... BepHee, 3To Apoxana pyka Muku, B KOTOpOWM Haxoamnace Menucca.
"Nasa >XeHLMHbl yCTaBunncb Ha Menuccy. Mo weke nokaTunack cnesa.

— Aupa... Mos Kpowlka... Amaa...

Mwuka pobuncs uenw.

B Ty HOYb B 3TOM MonyTeMHOM noaBase Bce bbinm cyacTnmebl. Bce — n Muka, n ero
MaTb, U Aaxe Menucca. Muka nocTasw y CTOMMKA PSAOM C KpoBaThto ABa cTyna. OanH ns
HWX npegHa3Hadancs ans Menuccel. Menucca yaobHo pacnonoxunack Ha ctyne. Ha nuue
ee 6bI10 HanncaHo camogoBobCTBO. OHa 6bina paga, YTo cMorfia NoMoYb NaaM. MaTtb
MWK HeXHO rnaauna ee no ronose. Muka TO M N0 BXOAWI W BbIXOAUN U3-3a nepero-
POAKW, FAe HaxoAamnach Tak HasbiBaeMasl KyxHs. Kaxxablli pa3, korha OH BbIHOCU OTTYAa
YTO-TO W CTaBWJ/I Ha CTOJIMK, OH FOBOPUII:

— Mama, 370 Tebe, 310 AMae, a 3TO MHe.

Yallkuy € YaeM yxxe 3aHsin cBon MecTa. Mepen Menmccoi cTosna XenTas Yallka C
OTOUTOW PY4KOW M 30/T0TUCTON KarMoW NMo KpasiM. Ha Heli 6bina n3obpaxkeHa po3oBasi 6a-
6ouka. Yawka oyeHb NoHpaBunace Menucce.

MpuHeceHHoe MuKoM B o4YepeHON pa3 MeyYeHbe OH TakXe pacnpesenvn no Ase
LUTYKM Ha KaXK[oro:

— DTO MaMe, 3TO CeCTpe, a 3TO MHE...

Menucca He ocnblwanack. Mvka Ha3Bas ee «CecTpoi». Bnepseble... Bnepsble y Hee
6b1n1 6paT. MyKka C yA0BObCTBMEM OTKYCbIBa NeyeHbe, 3anvBast YaeM, 1 roBOpUII:

— Mamouka, Hy, noeuwb. BKycHoe neveHbe. S Kynun ux B ToM 60nblLIOM Cynepmap-
KeTe. Anaa, Tbl TOXe elb... — [10TOM OH, B34B OAHO MNeyeHbe, NoAHeC Ko pTy Menuccel,
npuroBapueas: — Ewwb, Anga, Tbl ke NtobuLLb 3TO NeYeHbe... Elb, elwb, 0TKycu nobosbLue.
3Hato, 4To Tebe HpaBuTCS... — [1OTOM, NoaHecs Ko pTy Menucchbl XenTyto YallKy ¢ oTou-
TOW py4Kkoi, OH roBopun: — Mei, nei. MNMonen Yato. Tbl Xe 3HaELb, ECAM HE MOELLb, TO HE
BblpacTellb...

Menuncca y)xe HeCKOTbKO MecsILiEB Xua B 3TOM noasarne. Kaxaoe yTpo Muka, npo-
CHYBLUMCb, NMOAXOAWN K nocTenu matepu. Llenys BHauane MaTb, a ClieloM 3a Hell 1 cnas-
LUYIO B yray nocrenu Menuccy, OH roBopui:

— Moka, Mon goporue, s nowen 3apabaTbiBaTb AEHbIN.

Muka Bceraa roBopwn: «3apabaTbiBaTb AeHbrn». W HUKOrAa — «nonpoLanHuyaThb».
OH cunTan cebs My>XYMHON — KOPMUIbLIEM 3TOW ceMbW. CunTan, YTo 3ab0TUTbLCA 06 3TOM
ceMbe — ero gonr. becegys ¢ Menuccoin, oH Npu3HaBancs:

— Kakoe cyacTtbe, YTO MaMa XMBa, U Tbl PSAOM CO MHOM, Auaa. Ecnv 6bl He BbI, Y
MeHS He 6b1710 6bl ceMbW. U 51 BbIHYXXAEH 6bin Bbl 0OCTaBaTbCA pSAOM C 3Toi Mapaybl — Libl-
raHKom. S He Xo4y XWTb C HeW, Auaa. Tbl MOHMMAELLb MEHSI...

Tonbko ceityac Menucca noHsina, novyeMy Muka, NpuUHecs ee B NoaBas, Ckasa:
«MHe Hafo 6bITb OCTOPOXXHBIM. HMKTO HE AO/MKEH BMAETb, YTO S BXOXY ctoga». Monyya-
€Tcsl, YTo Muka 6OUTCS 3TOM XKEHLLUMHBI UM MY>XXUMHBI MO MMEHW Fapaybl.

B 0a4MH U3 AHeN Tshxenas, Co CKPMMOM OTKpblBatoLasicsl ABepb nojasasna 6osblue He
OTKpblfacb. 3TO 03HaYano, Yto Mvka He BepHyscst AOMOM. MOToMyY UTO 3Ta [ABEPb OTKPbI-
Ba/lacb M 3aKpbliBanach NMLLUb ABa pa3a B AeHb. TONbKO Koraa Muka yxoamn 3apabatbiBaTb
[AeHbr 1 NOTOM BO3BpaLuancs. Bco Houb o yTpa Menucca nexana, NpyKasLUMCh K TS-
)KENo AblliaBwen rpyaM Matepu Muku. OHa cTapanach YCnokouTb ee. Ho, KOHEUYHO e,
OHa He CMOr/1a YAOBNETBOPUTb BCE NMOTPEOHOCTM 3TOW, NMPUKOBAHHOWM K MOCTeNn, 60MbHOM
XXEHLWMHbI. JIlb BHUMATENbLHO CyLlarna ee paccKasbl:

— 4 cama Ha3Bana T1ebsi Angoni. S 6bina onepHol nesuei. VicnonHsina BokanbHble
naptTun Auabl B onepe «Auga». BoT noyeMy u Ha3Bana Tebst Auaoi... Yto-to Muka He
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naer...

XeHwwHa rosopuna cBa3HO, He cbmBasicb. CNoBHO 370 bbina He Ta camasl, Mon4aB-
LLIAsi MHOMMe MecsiLbl, XeHLLMHa. [Jo 3Toro BpeMeHn Menucca cablwana oT Hee NLlb 3TU
cnoBa: «Aupaa... Mos kpoulka... Avaa...». I To oHM 6blNN NPOU3HECEHBI B NEPBbIN AeHb
nosisneHua Menwuccol B noasane. M Bce. A Tenepb BOT OHa rosopwusa. Ho cam Muka, ¢ Toc-
KON OXXMAABLUMIA TOTO [HSI, KOrAa MaMa 3aroBOPUT, YK€ TPETbIO HOYb KaK He MOsIBSCS.
OT Hero He 6bIN10 HMKaKMX BecTel. Menuncca Bcs obpaTuniack B C/lyX, He OTBOAS a3 oT
[BEpen...

ManeHbK1n CTONMK, KOTOPbIA M1Ka HaKpbiBan Afs Yaenutusi, Tenepb 6bis1 COBEp-
LUeHHO nycTbiM. Ero 6onbHas MaTb coBceM obeccunena 6e3 eabl v NUTbs. Tenepb OHa no-
BTOpSi/Ia N1LWb OAHY dhpasy:

— lapauybl yBena Muky...

XoTs Menucca n He BNOJSIHE MOHAMA, YTO 3TUM XOTena CKasaTb XXEHLMHA, 0AHaKO
yCrbllaHHOe yke ABaXzbl C/IoBO Mapaybl YTO-TO MOACKA3bIBasIO Eil...

OpHaxabl yTpoM Menucca, NpoCHYBLUUCb, yBuaena, 4to matb Mukn 6onblue He
AblWnT... Menucca nonbiTanack NOHATb, YTO 3TO O3HAYaeT. BHMMaTenbHO NocMoTpena B
yCTaB/ieHHbIE B OAHY TOYKY r/1a3a XXeHLWMHbI, 0XXnaast MpuBbIYHO MPON3HOCUMbIX €10 C/I0B:
«lapaybl yBena Muky»... Ho 3Toro He cnyunnock. JKeHLUuHa Nexana KaMeHHO-CNOKOMHas
n 6e3monBHas. Kak pa3 B 3TOT Xe AeHb Tshkenas ABepb noasana NpoTshKHO 3ackpunena.
Menucca oyeHb 0bpagoBanack, oxuaasl, 4To BOT-BOT yBMAMT MuUKy. Kak XOpOLUO, Y4TO OH
SABWCS, NodyMana oHa. YBMAEB €ro, MOXeT, U MaTb MeAJIeHHO-MeANleHHO 3aablwmnT. Ho
Mwukn He 6bi10. OTO BbIIN ABa CaHTEXHMKA, KOTOpble CNYCTUAUCL B NOABAs, YTOObI Npo-
BEPUTb N MOYNHUTL BOAONPOBOAHBIE IMHWUW... OAWMH U3 HWUX, OTOABMHYB NPOCTbLIHIO, KOTO-
povi MuKka 3aropaxuBas CBOE XW/be, 3ar/isiHy/1 BHYTpb.

— CMoTpu-Ka... [1a 34ecb, OKa3blBaeTCsl, KTO-TO XKMBET...

[pyroi Toxxe BoLesN Yepes 3aBeLLeHHbIN NPOCTbIHEN NPOEM BHYTpPb. Moaoias K Kpo-
BaTW, OH yBMAeN MaTb Muku.

— CMOTpH, TYT XeHlWmHa... KaxeTcs...

[pyroi Toxe, Noaonas, B3sin XXeHLMHY 3a pyKy. MonbiTanca HallynaTb nanbUeM ee
nynbC. U TyT Xe oTAyCTUA pyKy:

— Hapo coobwuts... Myctb npuayT n 3abepyT ee. OHa 6e340MHasl...

Bckope npubbifia MalivHa ckopoi nomoluu... Y ¢ Toro aHs Menncca octanach B 3TOM
TEMHOM W CTPaLHOM MoABane ogHa...

%k %k k

B 3TV AHM OAMHOYECTBA OHA BCMOMHMIIA MHOTMX. 30XpY, BCE AETCTBO KOTOPOM Mpo-
LU0 BMECTe C Hell, Kanpu3HOro npokasHuka Xana us 6oraToro AoMa, CEpAMTOro U BENU-
KOAYLWIHOro, CTPOroro canoXHWKa W, HakoHew, MUKy, KOTOpbIM U npuTawmn Menvccy B
noaBan pagu CriaceHmst Matepu... A Koraa BOCMOMWHAHMS 3aKaH4YMBanucb, 6eckoHevHas
BO3HS1 M MUCK MbILLEN 1 CTpaLLHbIA MpaK B noaBase Tak nyranu Menuccy, 4To oHa, He 3Has,
Kak bblTb, C TOCKOM OXWJana Toro AHs, Koraa nsbaBuTcsl OT 3TOV NOABaNbHOM XM3HWU. Ho
ecnn 6bl OHa 3Hana, OYEBMALIEM M YHACTHUKOM KaKux COBbITUIA eil MpUBeAeTCs CTaTb, TO
npeanoyna 6bl Tak 1 0CTaBaTbCA B 3TOM MpayHOM NoAgarse...

Korga 3To Npou30LLWsio, TONbKO-TOMbKO HACTYNuo yTpo. U aaxe, npeacraBnseTe,
NnoABasibHbIE MbILIK eLle NpoAoSHKanu cnaTtb. MOTOMY UTO He CAIbIWHO 6bIN0 NX 6eckoHeY-
HOro Lopoxa M Nucka. B aToT pa3 ABepb Tak CTpaLHO 3ackpunena, 4yto Menucca Morna ¢
YBEPEHHOCTbIO CKa3aTb, YTO 3TO He Muka. JI1Lo, KOTOpOe BOLWO B MOABaJ, TyT Xe CTasno
n3BepraTbCs NoA06HO BYIKaHY:

— Hy BOT, npoLuy-Cb... BoT 1 TBou xopoMmbl. [Monpoluarika Hec4acTHbIN. A s aymana,
YTO YKPbITEIMW OT MEH$ AeHbramMu Tbl cebe ABopeL OTCTpows... — Menncca cMoTpena KpaeMm
rnasa. 3710 6blfla TEMHOKOXasl, KOCT/IsiBasl, XxpoMas v ropbatas ctapyxa. Ee ceaple Bonocol
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CBMCanu Mo LeKaM, Nocox, 3a KOTOPbIV OHa AepXanacb CBOMMU YEPHbIMU, FPS3HBIMU pPy-
Kamu, apoxan. Ctapyxa Bbirnsiaena otspatuTenbHo. Menucca aaxe 3agymanach, Bugena
/M OHa Korga-Hubyab Takyto YPOAUHY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO, BbICKOUYMB M3-3a CMUWHbI CTapyxu, 6pocnnca K KposaTw.
Pblaas, OH OTKUMHYN ofesno, NOAHSN noaywky. OH cTan pouiTbCa B NOCTENU, C/IOBHO MLWa
TaM Urosiky:

— MamMmouka... Korga s yxoamn OTClo4a, MOsi MaMa nexana 3aecb. Bot 3aeck... Ha
3TOMN KpoBaTW. A Tenepb ee HeT... MaMbl HeT.

370 6b1n1 Muka. OH nnakan. OT BOMHEHWS OH Aaxe He 3aMeTwun Menuccy, koTopas
BbiNana 3 ogesina, korga Muka OTKMHYN ero B CTOPOHY.

PblgaHusa MasibunKa COBCEM He TPOHY/IM OpaBLLYIO A0 3TOrO CTapyxy:

— Hy HeT, Tak HeT. bonblioe Aeno. Ywna no CBoMM aenam.

— OHa He Morna xoauTb...

— Hy, Toraa sicHoe geno... — Bce He yHMManacb crapyxa.

Mwuka Hayan KpnyaTtb. [OpbKO 3ansakar... B3amaxHyB CBOMM MOCOXOM, CTapyxa cTasa
HaHOCUTb ManbuuKy yaapbl:

— XBatuT. lNepecTaHb. MeHs TBOSI MaTb COBEPLUEHHO He BOJSIHYeT. MoHan?! ScHo
Tebe, LWeHoK?! MeHs MHTepecytoT cobpaHHble TO60M eHbrn, CKaXxn cenyac e, rae Tbl Ux
npunpsiTan? Ecnu ceiyac xe He ckaxellb, s Npubbio Teds. — OHa ABKHYNACb B CTOPOHY
Mukn. ManbuumK, nnaya, oTxoaun Hasaa:

— HeT y MeHs peHer. Hu koneliku HeT. Bce noTpatun Ha nekapcTsa Afis CeCTpbl U
mMaTepu. Ho s notepsn ux obenx... — Bapyr HeoXxmaaHHO OH 3aMeTun Ha nony Menuccy.
BbicTpo noaHan ee. — AlliA... MpocTn MeHs, Anga. OkasblBaeTcsl, Tbl 34eCb. A rae Mos
Mama?

KoHeuHo e, Menucca, koTopas 6blla 04eBMALIEM BCEX COBBLITUIM, HAUYErO HE CMOr/1a
pacckasaTtb eMy. Ho Muka yxxe u cam BCe MoHs...

C Toro aHst Muka BMecTe ¢ Mennccoi CTanu xuTb B 6onee ykacHOM, YeM noagan,
MecTe — psiA0M C 3TOW TEMHOKOXEN, KOCT/ISIBOM, XPOMOW 1 ropbaToi CTapyXomn-LiblraHKOW.
Menucce MHOrAa Kasanocb, YTO CTpallHee 3TOM XM3HU ObITb He MOrso. Jlauyra LblraHku
Haxoamacb Ha OKpamHe ropoja, B YKpOMHOM MecCTe, rnojasnblue oT NAckux rna3. Cpeam
6eCKOHEYHbIX MYCOPHbIX CBASIOK M KaMbILLOBbIX 3apociieit. Mo HoYaM NIsiryLUMHOe KBakaHbe
N CTOHbl YTOMMEHHbIX, U3BUTLIX U YHUXKEHHBbIX AETEN He AaBanu el nokos. Muka 6bin
OHWM U3 MOCNEAHMX, KTO MOSABUSICS B 3TOW flayyre U NO3TOMY OH 6bis1 6011€ee CUIIbHbIM U
300p0BbIM. OCTasnbHble AETU YXKe AABHO XWUW 34eCb MO MHETOM LibIraHKW: KPOXOTHas U
BecHywyaTast Huko (Hursip), ee 6pat — yepHornasbiit U xunbii Kamo (KsimpaH), ceeTno-
BOJIOCbIV U rony6ornasbiit PyctaM, Npo3BaHHbIi PbkUM, nuavnyTka JIsMaH no npo3suLLy
JNapa, neBouka 3uba, npo3BaHHas 3eHmkun (HerputsaHKa) 3a TEMHbIN LIBET KOXMU U Kyye-
psiBble BOSIOChI, W, HAKOHEL, TOTy, TO eCTb TOrpys, KOTOPbI/ My4Yns AETEN MOXY>XE CaMON
LbIraHKM. ..

LibiraHka 6bina 3aech 3a rnaeapsl. U3 Tex aeHer, 4to Ao6biBanu AeTU C paHHero yTpa
[I0 NO3JHEero Beyepa, Ha 1x A0S0 NPUXOAUINUCH NULLb Noxiebka v HOYEBKA B 3TOW ChIpoK
nauyre.

B nauyre npouncxoamnu 6eckoHeuvHble nobou... B aTnx nobosix 6onbLie Bcero yaapsl
JoCTaBanmcb oT TOTy, @ NO6UTLIMK BblIM OCTasbHbIe AeTU. TOTY 6bin NpaBol PyKO Libl-
raHku, ee oceeoMuTenieM. Kaxablii BeYep L0 Y>KMHa NPOMCXOAMA Yac oTyeTa. B 3Th yachl
Menucca 6bina pasa, YTo He SBSETCS YENOBEKOM.

— Huko v 3enaxu, war snepega...

3Tu [ABe AEBOYKM, BbICTYMNMBLUME HA LWIAr Briepea M3 HECTPOMHOro psiaa BbICTPOVB-
LUMXCS HE MO POCTY AeTel, OT CTpaxa CBEPHYUCh KiTy6koM. Bonockl HUKO cBucanm o KOH-
ynmka Hoca. WM3-noa BOMOC BbLIMMAAbIBANM LUMbIFAOWME B CTpPaxe 3payku rnas wu
pacKpacHEBLUMECS BECHYLLYATbIE WeKM. Pykun 6b1M 3aCyHyThl B KapMaHbl FPA3HbIX OpHoK.

— BbIHb pyku 13 kapmaHa...
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Huko BbiTawmna pyku. OHa nonbiTanacb CnpsaTaTh Kyaa-HMbyab CBOM OKaTble Ky-
NayKu.

— Packpoii nagoHu... Packpoii, rosopto Tebe...

Mocox ublraHKK 3aurpan B BO34yxe, MOTOM onycTuics BHM3. OT yaapa no pykam
Huko pa3pancs Tpeck, noaobHO ClIOMaHHOM BETKe AepeBa... B TOT e Mur kynayku ge-
BOYKM pa3xanmcb. CKaTMBLUMECS MOHETbI pacchinanmco rno nony...

— MNoyeMy He nonoXxwna AeHbrm B KOP3UHKY?

Kop3uHka Haxoaunacb y ABepei, Ha KondeHoron Tabypetke. Kaxkabiil BXOASLIMM
ocBob60XKAan CBOM KapMaHbl B 3Ty KOP3UHY W TOJIbKO MOTOM MPOXOAMA U Caauics B CBOEM
yrny. CerogHst HMKO Hapywmna 31o npasuno. Ee Bblgan ubiraHke ToTy.

— OTBETb Ha MOI BOMPOC, NMOYEMY He NOMOXKMNA AEHBIM B KOP3UHY?

Cnesbl, Tekywme 13 rna3 Huko, cMelwaBwmncb C COMASIMKU, pa3Masaancb No BCEMY
nnuy. HamokLime BOAOCh! NPUANIMAN K BECHYLLIYATbBIM LeKaM:

— Monoxwuna. OctaBuna HeMHoro cebe. Kykny xouy. Kak y Muku... — LibiraHka cxsa-
Tnna Huko 3a BONoChl...

KaMo nonbITancs BbipBaTb CECTPY M3 KOCT/ISIBbIX PyK CTapoy BeabMbl. LibiraHka no-
KonoTuna ux obomx... MoToM, NOAHSIB UX C NoMa, BepHyna Ha CBOM MeCTa B HECTPOMHOM
pany:

— 3eHmpKun... — Y 3nbbl 3agpoxanu rybel. OHa 3akpuyana v Hadana niakatb. Libl-
raHka yaapuna ee no rybam: — lMouemy nnavewws? Thbl Xe eLle He 3Haelb, 0 Yem g byay
Tebsi cnpawmBaTh. ['Ae Thl WaTanack nongHsa? Oteevai...

— B cTrapom aBTObYCE...

- pe?

— B ctapom aBTObYyCe psiAOM C rapa)kamu.

— YT0 TbI TAM Aenana?

— Hocuna eay cBoeli cobake. Y MeHsi TaM cobaka ecTb. BonbHasi, nsTHMCTas cobaka.
MalumHa Haexana el Ha Hory. Sl Halla ee Ha gopore. YcTpowna el MecTo B CTapoM aB-
Tobyce...

— Tbl Ha Hee cMoTpu! Y Hee ecTb cobaka. [a Tbl camMa 1 ecTb cobaka... — B bellen-
CTBe opana uplraHka. — Sl cogepxy 1ebs, a Tbl KOro cofiepXuLlb? BoT ceityac nepenomato
Tebe Horu, byaellb nonsatk 6e3 Hor... Toraa nornsanM, KTo 6yaeT HOCUTb eay 3Tol 60/1b-
HOW NSTHUCTON cobake...

LibiraHka Tak 1 caenana. OHa C Takol CUION yaapwna CBOMM MOCOXOM MO Hore
3eHpKn, YTO AeBOYKa Kak ynana, Tak U oCcTanacb Ha MecTe...

— ToTy, Tawm ee n 6pocb B NOCTENb...

MpouclLecTBMSi NEPBOM HOUM NpebdbiBaHUS 3AeCb MENNCChbI CUMBHO OLIENOMUIN e€.
Cpean cnaeBLlmMx 3a CTOJIOM BO BpeMsl yxxmHa Huko 1 3eHmkn He 6b110. OHM 6binn Haka-
3aHbl. OTON HOYbIO AOMKHBI BblNM NeYb ronoaHbIMK. Ha cTone 6bifo HECKOMBKO JIYKOBUL,
Mo OAHOW BapeHoMn KapTodesiMHe Ha KaXXaoro v Tpu siiua. Becb yXXMH cocTosin U3 3Toro.
OnHo M3 Tpex suL, Cbena ublraHka, a apyroe — ToTy. OcTaBlueecs eAMHCTBEHHOE AWLIO0
6b110 NoAENEeHO Ha YeTbipe YacTu, M Muka, Kamo, Jlapa v Pbbkuil Kaxkablid B3si1 CBOKO
fgonto. Menwucca 6bi1a eAnHCTBEHHONW CBMAETENbHULIEW, 3aMeTUBLIEN, Kak KaMo cBoto
[ONbKY sililla MOAHEC He KO PTy, @ MOJIOXKM B KapMaH. Mu1Ka ToXe crpsiTan Kycodek siiua
B Ky/1aKe, a MOTOM, OCTOPOXXHO BOAS PYKOM MO CTOSY, ONYCTU OKaTbIN KyfaK BHU3 U CYHYIT
AMLo B kKapMaH 6ptok. Kak e oHa He forafjanacbk cpasy? Beab Huko v 3eHmku 6biam ro-
noaHbl. KsaMpaH, HaBepHOe, OTAACT CBOM A0S0 siua Huko, a Muka — 3nbe. Ho Tonbko
nocre Toro, Kak Bce yCHyT. ECnv ublraHka yBuamT, HUKOMY He caobpoBaTb. Bce cnaeslume
3a CTONOM bbINM 3aHATbI €401, CTapasiCh HbICTpee ApYrux NepexBaTUTb TO, YTO JIeXano Ha
cTone. KTo 3aMeLlKkaeTcs, YCHET ronioAHbiM. [1o caMoro yTpa 3eHIKMN He nepecTtaBasi CTo-
Hana. B nofHOYb, Korga ublraHka HakoHeL YCHyna, Muka TUXOHBbKO MoAnon3 K 3eHOKM. ..

— CunbHo 6onnT?

— [a, kaKk 6yATO HOXOM peXYT.
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Muvika oTopBan OT NPOCTbIHW MOSIOCKY TKaHW W, NPUCTaBuB K 06eMM CTOpOHaM HOru
[EBOYKM MO KYCKYy TBEpAOro KapToHa, Nepess3an ee.

— Cnu... Ceityac nonervyaet. HeT, noctoii. — Muka onyctun pyky B KapMaH 6ptok,
BbITALWMB OTTyZa Kycodek siua. XenTka He 6bi10. BuanmMo, packpolumncs n pa3masasncs
no KapMaHy. — BoT, Bo3bMu, noelb. A BOT 1 xs1eb.

Muka BblTawmn xneb 13 Apyroro KapMaHa. YAMBUTENbHO, YTO KakUM-TO YyoM TOTy
He 3aMeTus1 3TOro. 3eHXKM TyT Xe MporaoTuna auuo ¢ xiebom. MNMoTom TMxo nouenosana
CBOMMM 3amnaykaHHbIMK SIMLUOM ryb6amm Muky B LLEKY:

— Cnacunbo. bbino BKYCHO.

Korga Muka cobupancs BepHyTbCs K cebe 1 neyvb B NocTesb, 3eHAXN 0CTaHOBMUIA
ero:

— Muka, y MeHs k Tebe oaHa npockba. He Mor 6bl Tbl 3aBTpa OTMNPaBUTLCS K TOMY
3abpolieHHOMy CTapoMy aBTobycy? Hago oTHecTu eay Moeli cobauke. OHa Takasi 6osbHast
n cnabas, 4To, €CnIn He MOeCT ABa-TPU AHS, MOXET yMepeTb.

— Cnn, obs3aTenbHO OTHECY, — HE pa3fyMblBasi, C FOTOBHOCTbIO OTBETM Muka.

3eHKN YCNOKOEHHO YrblbHynack. U ycHyna... A Muka elle A0Nro He Mor 3acHyTb.
OH BCMOMHWA, KaK 3eHmxu nouenosana ero. Mposen pykoii no Lweke. MNoToM 0 YeM-To Ha-
fonro 3agymancs. Korga ero HakoHeL-TO CMOpUI COH, Ha Hebe yxxe He 6bI10 HU NyHbI, HK
3Be3/. 3aHMMarnacb YTpeHHss 3aps.

k% %k

MuKka cerofiHs BCTan paHbLue 06bl4HOro. Hanve cebe Boabl U3 NOCTABNEHHON B Yriy
nocyabl, OH BbINW/, NOTOM, 3arnMxHyB Menuccy B KapMaH, Bblllen.

OHu 6bICTPO Aobpanuce Ao MecTa, rae Muka «3apabatbiBan AeHbru». CHAB LIankKy,
OH MOMOXWJT ee nepea coboii Ha 3eMTI0 1, MoAXaB oA cebsi Horu, YCencs y Kpasi TpoTyapa
psiAOM C Maras’nHOM, Ha BUTPMHE KOTOPOro KpacoBasach pa3HOLBETHAas AeTCKas oAexaa.
OH Bcerga Tak genan. Hukoraa He noaberan K NpoXoXuM, NPOCsS MUOCTBIHIO.

Menucca Toxe, Kak 06bI4YHO, 3aHs1a CBOe MECTO Ha KoNeHsX Y Muku. 3aeck e Hpa-
BMNOCb. LlensiMn AHAMKM OHa NpucTanbHO pasrnsabiBana OAeXxAay, npeacrasnss cebsa B
Hewn.

HekoTopble M3 NPOXOXMX Knaanu B Wwanky Muku moHeTy. Ho He Bce. Hemano 6bino
N TeX, KTO, MPOXOAs MUMO, KOCMCA Ha HUX. Menncce Tak XOTenocb BEPHYTb MX 06paTHO,
CMpOCUTb KX C MOMLOOI B FOs10Ce, MOYEMY OHU NMPOXOAAT MUMO? Befb >MU3Hb 0AHON cobaku
HaxoAMTCS B OMACHOCTW. Mbl AO/MKHbI NOCMETh K Held. Ho, K CoXaneHuto, oHa He Morfa ro-
BOpWTb. MIHOrAa oHa fiymana npo cebsi: «3Tu MalluHbI CKOPOV NMOMOLLM C MUrasikaMu cre-
LIAT Ha NOMOLLb K 60MbHBLIM OASM. .. @ KaK XXe ObiTb 60/1bHbIM cobakaM, KOoLLKaM, Kyknam?..
MoyeMy HET MaLUMH CKOPOW MOMOLLM ANA UX CMIaCeHUsI?»

Korga oHv Aobpanuch Ao rapaxel, COMHLE YXXKe CKpbIoch 32 0bakaMu.

Muka ¢ 6ecroKoMCTBOM Or/isiAbIBaNCs MO CTOPOHAM, MbITasiCb HAWTK CTapbli, 3a-
6poLLEHHbIN aBTOOYC.

Bokpyr 66110 xyTKO 1 6e3noaHo. OT KBakaHbs NAryLweKk raoxam ywu. To v geno us
KaMbILLIOBbIX 3apocnel BbifieTana v NoAHMManach B BO34yX CTas NTUL, pa3aaBascs cTpall-
HbI rBanT. Menmcca elle cuibHee npwxumManach kK Mike, CTpacTHO enast nockopee ybe-
XaTb U3 3Toro aga. EN pgaxke kasanocb, YTO 3TO MeCTo NocTpallHee TOro noAgana, rae
XM Muka ¢ Mamoit. MoToMy YTO TOT NoABas pa3MeLLasncs nog 60nbLUKMM 3aaHMeM. B aTom
34aHUM XUIKU Noan. B noaHbIx Mectax Menucca vyBcTBOBasa cebs 6esonacHen. A 3To
MECTO, HaroJSIHEHHOE BCAKUMM XXYTKMMM 3BYKaMu, reasiToM NaryLiek, CBUCTOM M FOrotom
nTuy, 6bino 6e3ntogHo. Kpome Mukn, BOKpYr He 6b110 HM Ay, Ara... KaXKeTCs, 3TO U eCTb
TOT 3a6pOLLEHHbIV aBTOBYC, 0 KOTOPOM roBopwia 3eHaxu. B ToT e mur Muka Toxe 3a-
MeTun 3TOT aBTobYC.

— Hawnu, Avmaa, BOT OH, 3TOT CTapbli1 aBTobYC.

108



M3HyTpu aBTObYCa Crblluancs cobaumin Bu3r. Muka 6pocuncs Brnepea. Betep, npo-
HMKaIOLLMIA BHYTPb Yepes OTKPbITbIE ABEPU aBTODYCa, NbITasiCb CO CBUCTOM BbIpBaTbCsl Ha-
PYXXy Yepe3 pa3buTtbie CTeksla OKOH, CO3AaBasl ANKWM ryn.

EnBa Boiiasi B aBTObYC, Menuncca npuwina B yXac OT YBUAEHHON KapTUHbI. ITO Xe
6bin Xan. Xaaan... Kowmap. Oa, 310 6bin Xan. Menucca 6bina yBepeHa. bonbHon 1 13-
MOXAEHHbIN Xan, nana KoToporo 6biya NepeBsiaHa KyckoM TKaHW, MOpBaHHOW U3 NoAona
nnaTbs 3eHAXN ¢ ronybeiMm uBeToukaMun. Muka bbiCTpo ycaaun Menmccy Ha OaHO U3 cu-
[eHuin aBTobyca 1 nogoLlen k cobake. OH NOAHSN Mca C NoMa, HAKPLITOrO rPSA3HON TpsM-
KOI, ¥ B3N €ro Ha pyKu:

— XonoaHo, aa? Tebe xonoaHo?

Mwuka nonbiTancs NpuxaTtb ero K rpyam u corpeTb. A Xan, »xanobHo ckynsl, BcE aep-
rasncs, CTapasiCb BblpBaTbCs U3 ero 06baTuii. OH yBuaen Menwccy...

HakoHeu, Xany yzaanocb BbICBO60ANTLCS 13 06bSTUI MUKM 1 OKa3aTbCs Ha nosty. Bo-
NloYa 3a cobol CrIoMaHHyo nary, OH NoAOLEN K CuAeHbt0. XKanobHo 3ackynmB, yCTaBUIICS
Ha Menuccy. oToM, C TpyAOM MPUMNOAHSAB NepeaHtoto nany, noaxsatun Menuvccy v npm-
Xan K rpyaun. C BONIHEHMEM MOTEPCS HOCOM O ee Lo U BOMOCHI.

Xan nnakan. OH Hawen cBolo Noapyxky. EMy Tak xoTenocb pacckasatb Menucce
060 BceM cnyumBLuemcsl. C TOro MOMeHTa, Kak KMHOJOM-APEeCcCMPOBLLMK, 3anMxHyB Menmccy
B KapMaH, BblleN 13 TOro CBEpKatoLlero Asopua, A0 cerogHsiwHero agHsa. O6o Bcex cobbl-
TUAaX... PacckasaTb 0 TOM, KaK CU/IbHO OMnevasnuics, Koraa, NPOCHYBLUMCL YTPOM, He yBU-
aen Menuccy, Kak LenbiMyM HSMU HENOABWXKHO NieXan, 0TKa3blBasiCb OT eAbl, U, HAKOHEL,
YNy4MB MOMEHT, NMOKMHY/ 3TOT CBEPKAIOLLMIA ABOPEL... B TOT aeHb Xan gonro 6poaun ro-
NOAHbIM. M B TOT Xe AeHb 0fIHa U3 MUalLMXCs Ha 60MbLLION CKOPOCTM MalUMH Haexana emMy
Ha nany... Koraa 3eHaky Haliia v npuTallmia ero B 3ToT 3abpOLLIEHHBIN aBTOBYC, OH 6bi
6e3 co3HaHus. KpoBb 13 paHbl Ha nane He npekpalianacb. YN0oXuB ero B 3ToM aBTobyce,
3eHmkun nobexana B anteky. Kynus oA v 6UHT, OHa nepessizana emy nany... C Toro aHs
OH TakK W Xun B 3TOM aBTobyce, 60/IbHOM U OAMHOKUIA. ..

Hapno >xe 6bI10 TakoMy CnyunTbCs. Kakue CTpaHHbIE Cy4aHOCTM MPOUCXOAST B
KU3HU!

%k Xk

Muka C MHTepecoM Habntoaan 3a BCTpeyei Xana u Menuccel. Cnesbl Xana naganm
Ha ronoBy Menuccel 1, cTekas OTTyda BHU3, OCTaBNs/M Cedbl Ha ee TPSAMUYHOM Tene.
Muka yXe MOHSIN, YTO eCIM pasnyydnTb KX, TO 3To obepHeTcs ans Xana 6onbWwmM NoTpsi-
ceHuneM. Ho Kak xe 6biTb? Kak OH MOXET YITW, OCTaBuB Xana ¢ Mennccol B 3TOM Xonoa-
HoM, 3abpoweHHOM aBTobyce? OTBecT Xana K ublraHke Henb3sl 6bi1o. MNpyn nepBoM xe
BM3re cobaku upiraHka npvaywmna 6bl ero.

Menucca cnegmna rnasamu 3a Mukoi. OHa ToXe XOpOLLO 3Hana, YTo MuKa HU 3a YTo
He OCTaBWUT Xana 34ecCb OAQHOr0, AAXe eCNN eMy NPUAETCA OCTaBaTbCA rO/I0AHLIM Ha Y/IMLUE,
Ha xornofe v B TeMHoTe. Ho Kyaa Torga yBectn Xana? Beab Muka Toxxe Mor pasfenuTb
y4yacTb 3eHmxn. Menncca o4eHb XOpoLLO MOHUMana Bce 3To0. U BApyr OT HEOXMAAHHO Ooce-
HMBLUEW ee Maen Bce ee IMLO OCBETMIIOCh. EN AaXke NMoKasanochk, YTO BbiLBETLLAs KOBPO-
Bas 6baxpoma Ha ronose 3acusisia pO30BbIM CBETOM...

Mwka BHMMaTeNbHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee:

— CTONpOLEHTHO YBEpeH, Thl YTO-TO 3ayMana, Aa, Auga? O MecTe, Kyza Mbl Non-
aeM. — Menucca ynbibHynacb. [a... [a... MNo-HacTosweMy ynbibHynacb. Muka cnoBHo npo-
yntan ee Mbicn. — K cTapoMy canoxxHuky. MpaBunbHO goraganace. [pyroro mecta HeT.
OTnunyHo. Tbl yMHas geBouka. Ho... — Menucca ycraBunacb Ha Hero. — Ho Beab g ykpan
Tebs1 y Hero. Kak MHe MATKM K HeMy? YTO MHe ckasaTb eMy? Ho apyroro Bbixoga HeT.
JOomKHbI NoWTU. — MuKa cyHyn Menuccy B kapMaH 6ptok, B3sin Xana BMeCcTe C HacTUIoM
N3 TpSANbs Ha pyKu:
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— Mowwnn, aApy><oK.

Xan 6b11 Tak cyacTmB. EMy 1 B rofoBY HE NPUXOAMIO, YTO KOrAa-To NPUAET KOHEL
€ero AHsM B 3a6pOLIJeHHOM aBTo6yce, MNOJZIHbIM X0NoA4a, nAarywaybero reasata, Bos U CBUCTa
BETpa, rosioa u crpaxa.

%k Xk

Koraa oHu gobpanuncb go 6yaku canoxHuka, y>xe cMepkanock. Hago 6b11o cnewwnTs.
Ecnm no3gHo BepHyTCS AOMOM, LiblraHka nobbeT Muky. Jobpaswmck fo 6yakm, Muka ocTa-
HoBwncs. Caenan rnybokui Baox. OTtabiwancs. YyTb 3ameanun war. Ho BpeMeHu Ha pas-
[yMbsl He 0CTaBanocb. Menucca Toxe bbla yBepeHa, YTO CTapbii CanoXHUK MOT MI0XO0 MX
BCTPETUTb, paccepanTbCs, nopyrate MuKy 3a TO, YTO TOT YKpan Menuccy, HO HukorAaa 6bl
He CcTan rHaTtb ero ¢ 60/bHbIM M paHeHbIM XanoM Ha pykax. Y CTaporo canoxHuka 6b110
Msarkoe n gobpoe cepaue. B atom Menvcca 6biia TBepAo yBepeHa...

Korpa Muka Bxoawn, CTapblii CanoXHWK BO6WBan B NOAOLWBY O6YyBM MOCNEeAHWIA
rBo3Ab, CObUpasicb YMTU AOMONA.

Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT OH M3/1MBas Ha rBO34b BCO Xe/lUYb CBOEro fA3blKa:

— AX, npoknsTbe Tebe. Utob Tebe... Tody... Hy nouyemy Tbl uckpusmncs, a?! Hukak
He Moxelb 6e3 3Toro. Ceiyac g Tak 4aM Mo TBOEW LLarkKe, YTO YXXe HUKOrAa He Bbinps-
MULLb CBOIO KpUBYIO Weto. Ha Tebe... Tannn...

Mwuka BolLen BMecTe C yAapoM MOJoTKa:

— Aaaa... Yto Takoro? He mMoxelb notuwe xnonatb? Criepsa Hago MOCTyyaTbCs,
NMONpoOCUTL paspeLLeHus...

Mwuka npuwen B cebs. OH 6bln YyTb CMYLLEH:

— MNpoctuTe.

— JlagHo yx. YTo Tebe Hamo? [dai ctoga obyBb, NOCMOTPIO. HO Mo3aHo yxe, ocTa-
BUM Ha 3aBTpa. MHe nopa AOMOW...

BmecTo 06yBK Muka, BbIHYB U3 KapMaHa Mennccy, NON0XWUI ee Ha CTON CTaporo ca-
noXxHuKa. MNpu BUAE Kykbl CanoXHWK B34POrHyn. Kak 6bl OH HKU cTapancs 6biTb cepbes-
HbIM, HO EMY HE YAasioCb CKpbITb CBOEW PafloCTy:

— Ynyek... Ax, Tbl. Kyaga e Tbl nponana? Kak e Tbl MOrjia 0CTaBuUTb CTaporo Ae-
OYLKY U yATU?

MoToM OH BHMMaTesIbHO NnocMoTpen Ha Mwuky. CNOBHO A0 HEro TOMbKO ceiyac
[0LLSI0, UTO YMyek He MOXET caMa XoauTb. Ee yTalumn BoT 3TOT ManeHbKuin HerogHmk. OH
HEeOoXNAaHHO BCKOUWI C MecTa. JInuo nocepbe3Hesno. Mrnka 13 0OCTOPOXHOCTM OTCTYNWI Ha
HECKO/bKO LIaroB Hasaz:

— 370 Tbl ykpan? W 3aMok 6yaku Tbl B3ioMan. Ax, Tbl... BOT 1 nonancs B MOu pyKu.
Wan ciopa. Celtuac a Bblaepy Tebe ylun. — Ho pyka CTaporo cano)Huka, NoTsHyBLUasiCs B
CTOpOHY Muku, nosucna B Bo3ayxe. Ero B3rnsa octaHOBWUIICA Ha paHEHOM Xase B pyKax
Manbumka. — Yto ¢ HUM cryuunock? Hy-ka gaii cioga. Ox, 6epgHsira...

M noToM Bce BbIACHUIOCb. MyKa pacckasas CTapoMy CaroXXHWKY, MOYeMy yTalimn
Menuccy, Kyaa OH ee MOHeC, rae 1 B Kakux ycnoBusax Hawen Xana. Ho Manbumk Hu cno-
BOM He 06MOo/BUSICS O LblraHke. OH XOpOoLWO 3Has, U3-3a MyKK UbiraHka 06s3aTeNlbHO Halt-
[EeT CTaporo canoXHWKa 1 OTOMCTUT eMy. B KOHLE OH MONpOCKA CTaporo canoXHMKa:

— [enywka, npowy Tebs, BO3bMU MNca Ha HECKONbKO AHel k cebe. Celtyac s He cMory
3abpatb ero ¢ coboir...

Ho cTapbivi canoxHuK yxe npuHsan peweHne. OH He TONbKO OCTaBuT y cebsa Xana,
HO M OTBEAET K BETEPUHAPY U U3NEUUT €ero...

Korga Muka nepegaBan Xana canoXHuky, nec cnan. Mmka He mor 6onblie 3agep-
XuBaTtbcs. ECnmn oH onosgaet xoTs 6bl Ha 10—15 MUHYT, TO UblraHka U TOTYy NMOKOMOTAT
ero kak cneagyet. CTapblil CanoXXHWUK B3sin Xana Ha pyku. OT BOMHEHUS Y HEro Apodxan
ronoc:
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— Wawn, cbiHOK... Man. Xouvelub, 3abupait cebe 1 Yndek. — Ha rnasa ctapuka HaBep-
HYNUCb cnesbl. — Beab Tenepb oHa TBOSI eAMHCTBEHHas onopa. 3a nca He 6ecnokoiics. S
ceinvac e oTBefly ero K BETepuHapy.

Ecnu 6bl CTapblil CanoXHUK He YBUAEN Xana B TAakOM COCTOSIHUM, OH 06513aTefIbHO
cnpocun 6bl y MyKK, FAE OH XMBET, Kak U YeM nuTaeTcs. Muka 3abpan Menuccy ¢ coboi.
BpocuB Ha Xana nocneaHui, NpoLLasbHbIiA B3rNsd, OH BbilIe 13 6yaKu.

k% %k

MuKa Tak 6bICTpo 6exan, uTo rosioBa Menmnccbl Kadanach M3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. EN
TakK M XOTeN0oChb BbIKPUKHYTb U3HYTPU KapMaHa:

— Bboxxe MoMt... Aaa... YyTb Wwes He cnoManack. Henb3st v notuile... — Ho He Bbl-
KpvkHyna. OHa XOpoLwo 3Hana, 4To eciv Myka ono3AaeT, TO UblraHKa CBEPHET LUE eMy
camomy... BoT noyemy Menucca Teprnena. A Muka Bce 6exan n 6exxan 6e3 nepegbiwkn. Bot
OH Yy>Xe pobpancst 40 6eCKOHEYHbIX KaMbILLOBbIX 3apOC/iei U LapcTBa MYCOPHbLIX CBasoK.
Mocnbiwancs Xpunnblii Kpuk. Mruka 6bicTpo 6pocKncst BHYTPb.

LibiraHka BHOBb M36vBana 3eHmxun. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 el MpULLNIOCh HAarHYTbCS, Tak Kak
3eHaXn He Morfa CToATb Ha Horax. LibiraHka, ewle 6onee corHys cBOKO ropbaTyto CnuHy,
nMHana ee HoraMun n Kpuyana:

— Ha Hee cmoOTpw, ewle nepeunT MHe. MneBatb MHe, 4YTO Y Tebs Hora 6onut. KTo
Tebs Npocun NpUNpSTaTh YacTb CObpaHHbIX AeHer? BoT v nonyyai no 3acnyraM. He mo-
Xellb X0AUTb NOoMpoLUakHUYaTb, Tak NOA3KOM MOWAELLb M NMOPOELLLCS B MyCOPHbIX CBasl-
kax. [laneko He HaZlo, KpyroM 1 Tak nosnHo Mycopa. Yto-Hnbyab Aa HaraeTcs. Bece paBHO
NpUroanTcs...

Moa CNoBOM «HaMAeTCs» OHa UMesa B BUAY MIACTMaccoBble BYThINIKK, CTEKSISIHHbIE
6aHKW. 3eHIKN HEe MOrNa CABMHYTLCS C MEeCTa M XanobHo ctoHana. Ctonno Menncce menb-
KOM B3r/IsIHYTb Ha €€ HOry, Kak el BCMOMHWACh nana Xana. Xana cnac ot cMeptu Muka,
a KTo cnacet 3eHakun? Hora y AeBOYKM pacnyxna, kak 6peBHO, 1 packpacHenach. 3eHaxu
nexana Ha nony, cTy4a 3ybamu, XyieHbKoe Teno CoTpsiIcanock 0T 03HO6a, ApoXKa, Kak ocu-
HOBbIV IMCT. CTapasicb YBEPHYTbCS OT MWHKOB LbIrAHKW, OHa MOMOM3/a B CTOPOHY YIa,
YTOObI HANTK TaM MOKOW. Ho UbiraHka, HUKaK He yCrokauBasiCb, BCe MPOAO/MKara HaHOCKUTb
yaapbl.

KT0-TO C cunioii pacnaxHyn ABEpU HACTeXb, YyTb HE COPBaB WX C netenb. Kaxaas
CTBOPKa C FPOX0TOM pacnaxHysiacb B OfIHy CTOPOHY. [10TOM B KOMHaTy nynen Bneten ToTy.

— Bbabyuwika, ckopelt cobupaiics, Haao 6exaTb oTcioaa... MNonvuus ysena Jlapy u
Kamo... HaBepHOoe, BOT-BOT OHWM HarpsiHyT Clofa W pa3HecyT BCE...

LibiraHKka, oxBa4yeHHasi CTPaxoM, CUIbHO nepenonowmniack. 3abbiB 0 3eHAXK, OHa
3aMeTanacb Mo KOMHaTe, IMXOpadoyHO AyMasi, YTo M Kak 3abpaTtb. OHa 6bICTpo noa-
CKOYMA K CTOSIBLLEMY Ha BMOHOM MeCTe B KOMHaTe M304paHHOMY Kpecny. beicTpo nepe-
BEPHYB KPEC/I0, BbiTalLWIa U3 HEr0 MeLLOYEK, 3aBEPHYTHIN TpsnbeM. OHa C TaKon CUoM
€ro AepHyna, 4YTto Melo4ek pa3ssasancs. [epecumTaHHbIe U NepeBsi3aHHble OTAEbHbIMU
naykamm AeHbrv BbIBaNMINCb M paccbinanucb no nosy. LibiraHka, kak cymacweawwas 6eras
Mo KOMHaTe, CTana CyA0pPOXHO cobvpaTb MX 1 3annxmBaTb B MELLUOK U, HE OrNSAblBasiCh,
Bblb6exasna BOH U3 KOMHaTbl. TOTY TOXE BbICKOUM CNe0M 3a HeM...

Menwucca 6bina 6e3monBHa. OT BOSTHEHUMS Y HEE Nepecox/io B ropne. Muka ctapancs
OTTaLLUMTb APOXKaBLLYIO B 03HOOE 3eHAXM U YIOXUTb €e Ha MaTpace, KOTOpbI OH nocTe-
AN Ha nony.

— MNoTepnu 4yTb-4yTb. Ceiyac A yKpoto Tebsi, a MOTOM HarMo ropsyYnM yaem. U
03HO6 NpOVAET...

— He Tporait MeHsi, Muka... Hora cunbHo 60anT. Muka... OXxX...

MwuKa yKpbiil 3eH)KM BCEM, YTO HALW/IOCh B AoMe. Ho Ta npogomkana agpoxatb. OHa
OTKa3asacb OT Yasi, KOTOPbI NPUHEC el MuKa, OTTaNKuBasi ero pyKy B CTOPOHY.
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— HeT, He xo4y, Muka, MeHs1 TOLUHUT.

— Bbineit... M 03H06 nponger...

CocTosiHMe 3eHKKM BCe yXyaLanocb. Menuncca, HenoABMXHO CMAS Ha CBOEM MECTE,
He MOorfia OTopBaTb rna3 oT 3eHmxu. Ei ka3anock, YTO B rpyam Y Hee UTo-TO CKUMAETCS,
60nUT 1 rHeTeT. Kaxxabli pa3, Korga OHa He Morfia MoMoYb KOMY-TO, OHa YyBCTBOBasia
60nb B rpyan. MiHoraa oHa aymana, yto U Ntoan ToXe B MOMEHTbI MeYasnu, TOCKK, Npuso-
XXWB PYKY K FPYAN 1 NOMOJSIYaB HEMHOIO, rOBOpAT: «TOCKa Ha cepaue». Bo3MOXHO, 4To Ta
camasl ToCKa, koTopasi THETET ee AyLly, U eCcTb cepaue. Beab nopoii et ka3anock, YTo rae-
TO OYeHb Janeko-Aaneko OTCoAa, B OAHOW MAacTepCKOM, MOSTHOM BCSIKMX KYKOS, KYCKOB
TKaHW, pa3HOLBETHbIX HUTOK W ByNnaBoK, CTapast KyKOMbluuLia, CMacTepUBLLAS €€, YTyunB
MOMEHT, CMOr/la BMECTUTb B €€ HabuToe BaTON TENO XXMBOE, TPEMeLlyLlee, KPOXOTHOE,
KaK y BOpOObILKa, cepaeyko... Bce 310, To ecTb pa3ayMbst Menucchbl 0 cepaue, s yXe pac-
ckasblBana. M BOT Tenepb, korga npu BuAe CTpajaHuii 3eHaKu y Hee YTOo-TO CKasloch B
rpyAau, 3TOW pO30BOBOJIOCOM KyKJ/ie BHOBb NMOKa3asioch, YTO eC/iv 6bl OHa CMOKOVHO B3upana
Ha BCe 3TO, HW O YEM He MnepexuBasi, OHa bbinia bbl HacTosILLEN Kyknoi. Ho ecnm oHa ne-
peXuBaeT BCe 3TN 60M 1 CTpadaHMs BMECTe C 3eHAXW, 3HAUMT, OHa HeobbluHas Kykna.
Monykykna, nosyyenoBek C AYLWON, NMePEnosHEHHON cOoCTpajaaHWeM, NobOoBbIO, HEX-
HOCTbt0. Hy BOT... Ka)XeTCs, 9 ONsSTb BO3BPALLAOCh K OAHOMY M TOMY XX€ pasrosopy... A
3eHmDKM Ha rnasax y camoit Mennccbl 1 MUKKM, KOPOTKast XKU3Hb KOTOPOro MpoL/ia B He-
B3roJax W CTpajaHusix, BCS Kopuunacb OoT 601m 1 cunbHOro xapa. Menucca 6bina yse-
peHa, 4YTO ecnnM 3eHAXW OPOXWT, 3HAUWUT, y Hee BblCOKasl TemrepaTtypa. DTO OHa
HEOZHOKPATHO C/blllana OT MaTepu 30Xpbl elle B Te CHACT/IMBbIE AHWN, KOTrAa XUNa y HUX:
«Tebs 3HobUuT? MoCcToM, 1 M3Mepto TeMnepaTypy. Ecnm 6bl He 66110 TeMnepaTypsbl, TebS Obl
He 3HO6MNOo».

Menuccy opgonesanu n Apyrve pasgymbs... Kak pas B 3Ty MUHYTY, MsSAsA Ha CTpa-
[laHns 3eHoKu, OHa NoAyMasna O TOM, NMoYeMy HeKoTopble Ntoan 6pocatoT cBoMX AeTein? BoT
Kak MaTb 3eHmxu. [laxe Ta CcTapas XeHLWMHa-KyKonbLluua 3aboTIMBO rnagnna CBoux
KyKOM MO rofioBe, ykaAbiBasi UX MO HauMLLEHHbIM Kaxabli AeHb Ao 6necka nonkaMm. Mo
yTpaM OHa HeM3MEHHO MPUBETCTBOBA/A MX CO CIOBaMu: «34paBCTBYWTE, MOM HeHarnsa-
Hble» unn: «Hy, 4To, NPOCHY/IMCb, MOW CaMble KpacMBble KyKJbl Ha CBETE?» A MO BeyepaM
OHa, obpallascb K HUM, roBopuna: «S nowna cnatb. MNycTb Bawm CHbl 6yayT KpacouyHbl U
MOMHbI pagocTn, Mou aoporue». NMoToOM OHa TUXOHBKO TyLIWa CBET U YX0AWa, OCTaBUB
[IBEPb UYyTb NPUOTKPbLITON. A 3HaeTe, NOYeMy OCTaBNs/Ia NPUOTKPbITON? [la UTobbl ee C
Nto60BbIO NOLWMTbIE UFPYLLKK He 60sSiNnCb No HoYaM. BOT Tak... Ho Kak e noam MoryT Bbi-
6pacbiBaTb Ha YLl CBOMX XMBbIX AeTel? Takux pasgymuin y Menuccel 6bi710 MHOrO.
CnuLKOM MHOrO.

k% %k

Mwuka Haxoamncs B elle bonee XyalweM nosoxeHun, yem Menmcca. Yto oH Mor no-
Aenatb? Kak Mor noMoyb 3eHaxun? Mobnm3octu He 6bino HaceneHHoro NyHKTa. A 3eHaxu
o0b6a3aTenbHO Hago 66110 0TBECTM K Bpady. OT CM/IbHOMO XXapa OHa yxe Hayana 6peanTb,
npounsHocs 6eccBsi3Hble CoBa. 3eHMKM CaMa He Morfa XoauTb. Y Hee pacnyxfa u pac-
KpacHenacb Hora. Xopowo, HO ecnun Jlapy n Kamo 3abpana nonvumsi, Tak rae xe toraa
Huko v Pbbxunin? ECnn 6bl XOTb KTO-HWUBYAb SBUICS, TO, B35IB 3€HAXM C 06eMX CTOPOH NoA
PYKW, OHK oTBeNn bbl ee K Bpauyy.

B ABepb OCTOPOXKHO NocTy4vanun. CoBceM TUXOHbKO. CNoBHO ckpebnachk KoLuka. Muka
6pocuncs K aepu. KTo 6bl TaM HKM BbI, XOTb Aaxe nonuuenckmue, Mruka 6bin Ha BCe co-
rnaceH. [naBHoe, YTO6blI CMOrNN BOBPEMS AOCTaBUTb 3eHAXN K Bpayy. 3T0 6biin obuta-
Tenu AoMma, Bce, kpome ToTy U UpbiraHku: Huko, Kamo, Jlapa u Pbbkuid... Kak TonbKO ABEPb
pacnaxHynacb, Jlapa wenoTom cnpocuna:

— Kto poma?
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Mwuka yanBneHHO NoCMOTPeNn Ha HUX:

— Pa3Be Bac He yBena nonuuusa? To ecTb, He BCeX, a ToNbKO Jlapy un Kamo...

— K10 370 CKazan?

- Tory...

— A YTO cKa3ana uplraHka?

— Huuero, 3abpana Bce 1 cbexana... Y ToTy 3a Hell cneiom.

Ycnblwas 06 oTCyTCTBMM AOMa UbIraHKU 1 TOTy, pebsita Hauyanu 3BOHKO CMeSTbCS:

— ToTy cosparn. HaBepHoe, YTO-TO 3aayMasl. 3Haellb, Kyaa Mbl Xoanunun? — Muke He
MPULLIOCE AONMO AyMaTb, YTOObl OTBETUTb HA 3arafoYHbIi Bonpoc Huko. MoToMy yTo
Jlapa, npunoAHsIBLUMCE Ha CBOMX KOPOTKMX HOrax, Koe-Kak HakMoHuMack K yxy Muku u co-
obwmna:

— Ha kapycenu... 3Haelb, Kak B6bICTPO OHWM KpyTaTca? Muatcsl, Kak BeTep... — Becb
oM 6bln HanosHeH BecenbiM cMexoM. Jaxke Muka n Menucca, 3abbiB Ha BPeMsI O JieXaB-
LIEei B Yry U CTOHYLLEN 3eHAKN, OKYHYNIUCh B UX, MOJIHbIN NPUKIOYEHUI, MUp. MNepBbiM
ornomMHunca Muka:

— PebsiTa, Bbl 0 CBOEN NPOry/Ke paccKaxeTe NoToM. 3eHaxu nnoxo. OHa He B cebe.
BpeauT. Ee Hago AoCTaBUTb K Bpady...

Bce pa3om 3amonyanun. OCTOPOXHO CTynasi CBoMMM 60CbIMK M FPSI3HBIMWM HOraMm Mo
nony, OHW NOAOLUM K 3eHKM:

— lNMo4yeMy cTynaeTe Tak OCTOPOXHO? $1 e ckasas, oHa He B cebe. Huuero He no-
HUMaeT.

3eHnmxun 6peamna. OHa Bce noBTopsa: «MeHs B TOM CTapoM aBTobyce xaeT 60sb-
HoW nec». Ecnn 6bl 3eHmMKM 3HaNa, B KAKOM OHa COCTOSIHMK. Y Hee ropenm wweku. Huko, Ha-
KSIOHMBLUWCb, NMPUOXMIA PYKYy KO by AEBOYKM:

— Hapo cnewwutb. J106 ropur.

Bonipoc 0 ToM, 4TO6bl OTBECTU 3eHAXN K Bpady, AepXKa ee Noj pYKK, YXXe He CTOMNO
obcyxaaTb. [leBoyka He Moria NoAHSTb FOM0BY C MOAYLLKU. HY 0AHO M3 NpeanoXeHunin no
[OCTaBKe 3eHIXXN K Bpady He roannock. HeoxxmaaHHoe npeanoxeHne Myku 6bino NpuHATO
BCceMU. PebsiTa Hayanu CrnewHo AeNCTBOBaTb. PbbkMI BLICTPO OTMNPaBUACS K MYCOPHbIM
cBafikaM. Bckope OH npuTawmn oTTyAa ABe AOCKW. PaccTtaBuB MX psiaoOM, OHWM NpuBs3anuv
WX Apyr K Apyry npocTbiHeMn. MoBepx BETXOW NPOCTbIHW MOCTManu oaesno. MNpunoaHss
3nby c nona, BMeCTe C MaTPaCcoM YOXMNIN Ha HOCUIKW. U, yXBaTUBLUMCb KaXXAbl 3@ OAWH
KOHeL, HOCWUJTKW, NMOAHSI/IM 1 MOHEeC/n ee.

%k %k k

B cymaToxe Menucca 6bina 3abbita. OHa octanack ogHa. Ho HMKoro, BepHee, Muky,
B 3TOM He BMHWMA. EN 6bIN0 CTpaliHO, HO rMaBHOE, YTOObl AOCTaBUAM 3eHAXM K Bpauyy.
KBakaHbe NnsaryLlek, ryn u 3aBblBaHWE BETPA, HECKOHYaeMbI Naii cobak 6binu CAbllWHbI B
KOMHarTe elle 6onee 0TYETINBO, YeM 06bIUYHO. Menncca cuaena, BCS CheXmBLUNUCh. OcMe-
neBlUNe ee 6E3MOMBMEM MbILLIM Becrnopsaao4yHo 6eranu no nosny. BHyTpy nepeBepHYTOro
LbIraHKOM CTaporo Kpecna 6bi/1 HacTosIWMIA Npa3aHuK. Menncca HUKaK He Mora MoHSTb,
YTO TaM UCKanu MbllK. Befb el HUKoraa B )XM3HWM HE MPUXOAMOCH ObiTh MbIWbIO. OHa He
3Hana, yYto 6osbLUe BCEro Ha CBETE MbIlLaM HPABWUTCS FPbi3Tb. ITO UX NOBUMOE 3aHsITUE.
A B 3TOM Kpecne ObI10 CTONbKO MEcT ansa aToro. M MbIwm ¢ YOOBOJIbCTBUEM IPbI3IN... B 31O
BPEMSI M3HYTPU Kpecna Noc/bilwancs 380H. MOTOM YTO-TO Hayano cbinaTbcs Ha nos. Mo-
JlyTEMHAst KOMHaTa Kak 6yaTo ocBeTuIachk. Menvcca cMOTpena, LMPOKO PacKpbiB rasa.
OHa 6blfia B3BOSIHOBAHA. M3 kpecna cbinanmcb 30/10Tble MOHETbI. XKenTble, brecTawme,
cBepKatowye... Moy ToXe, kasanocb, 6bi1n owwenoMeHbl. CTIOBHO He HaAesiCb HalTU B
3TOI NOMYTEMHON Navyre Takme 6necTslme 3010Tble MOHETbI, OHU LLIYMHO U 6OIMKO Bece-
JIMNNCb, NOANPbLIrMBas Nog 3T1M 30/10TbIM BOAOMAA0M. Menucca cpasy Bce noHsna. 30510-
Thbleé MOHETbI NPUHAANEXANN LibiraHKe. Y6erasi, Bronbixax oHa 3abbina 3abpaTtb UX...
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Y>xe 6b1710 AaneKo 3a NoHOYb. [ae WyM Mbillein npekpaTuics. JIAryLKu Toxe ne-
pectanu KBakaTb. Menucca crnokoiiHo cuaena. Ckpvn asepu B3BosIHOBan ee. MoToM no-
CNblLIANcs WenoT BXxoAawmx pebar... OHM ToNKanuchb.

— Otoiian. Tbl HAaCTYNUA MHE Ha HorYy...

— He 6ei, y6epu pyky...

KaMo v Pbikuni Tonkanmcb NpsiMo B ABepsiX. MuKa cTaparncs UX YCNOKOUTb:

— Yo c Bamun? MporanTe XoTs 6bl BHYTPb, @ NMOTOM [I€PUTECH.

— He Bnanuwb ero?

— A Tbl cam?..

MwuKa BK/IHOYNA CBET:

— Y Hac coBepLUEHHO HET BpeMeHu Ha Apaky. CTonbko BCero Hago obcyanTb.

Kak pa3 B 3Ty MWHYTY OH yBuaen Menuccy. OH nogowen v B3sn ee. BHuMaTenoHo
MOCMOTpes el B rnasa. MoToM nornaann ee pyku:

— Obupenacs, ga?.. HaeepHoe, obungenaco. MNpocTu... 4 Tak nepexunsan 3a 3eHaxXu,
Avpaa, yTo Aaxke 3abbln B3sTb Te€6S ¢ cO60i. A Tbl 3HAELLb, YTO C/TYUYMNOCH? 3EHOXM OTpe-
3anm Hory. Ty HOry, KOTOpYylo cfioMana upblraHka. OHa y Hee crHuna. Ecnm 6bl He oTpe-
3anm, 3eHokn Morna ymepetb. lNModeMy Tak cmoTpuwb? He Bepuwb? CaM Bugen
Ccob6CTBEHHBIMM Na3aMu. Mbl OCTaBMAKM ee y BOPOT 60/bHMLbI M CNPSTanucb. YTO ewwe
Mornv genatb? Hac 6bl Bcex 3abpanu n yBesnu kak 6ecnpusopHbix. He npowwno v nstm
MUHYT, KaK MNOAHSIACh Takas LWyMmxa. 3eHAKN MPSMO Ha HOCUMKaX YHECTN BHYTpPb. [0ToM
1, Kpagyumcb, npobpancs noa okHa kabuHeTa Bpaya 1 noacnyLan Becb MX pasrosop. lNep-
BOE e pelleHne bbii10: 0Tpe3aTb. ECnm He pe3aTb, TO B CKOPOM BPEMEHM BbIAYT U3 CTPOS
BCe opraHbl. Ee yHecnun B onepauunoHHyto... BOT Takue gena, Menucca... 3eHOKN Toxe
OXMAAET y4yacTb Xana.

Muka nnakan. N Menncca Toxe. [payvyHbl nputuxan. Bca kKoMHaTa ornacunacb
rPOMKUMM pblaaHusMu J1apbl n HUKO.

Bapyr HeoxuaaHHO 3akpudan Kamo:

— 311, NOMONUNUTE, MOCMOTPUTE-Ka TyAa.

Bce 06epHynncb B Ty CTOPOHY, Kyda yKasbiBan Kamo, To eCTb B CTOPOHY nepesep-
HyTOro kpecna. OHM He NOBEpWY CBOMM na3aM. Mogownu nobnvxe. Kaxapli ctapancs,
TOMNKas Apyroro, NpoiTu Brepea. Mepea HUMK NpeacTana 3aBopaXkMBatoLas KapTuHa.

— CMOTpH, cMOTpU, 30/10TO...

— OTKyAa OHM NOSIBUINCK?

— YbU OHKN?

— YbM Xe elle, Kak He LibiraHKun?

— Mony4yaeTcs, aeHbru 3abpana, a Npo 3071070 3abbina. CKOMbKO Xe Yy Hee 30/10Ta?!
OTKyaa oHa ero B3sina?

— Kak oTkyza? 310 Bce cobpaHHble HaMK [IeHbIM... Mbl e KaXkablii Beyep caaBanm
el cobpaHHble AeHbMM...

— DTUM 30/I0TOM Mbl MOXEM CTaTb O4YEHb CHACT/IMBLIMU... 3TO BCE HAKOMIEHO HALLIMM
TpyaoM. YecTHo 3apaboTaHHOE HaMu 30M10TO...

Mocne 3Tnx cnoB Kamo Bce 3amMonyasnu... MoToM KaXkaplil 3aroBopui 0 CBOEN MeYTe:

— Kynum kBapTupy B 60bLUMX AOMaX.

"nasa Jlapbl 3acBeTUINCD:

— [a, ga, B gomax ¢ nndTom...

— KoHeuHo. B gomax, rae xusyT 6oraum.

Huko ToXxe noaenunnicst CBOEN MeYToN:

— W MawmHy kynmum. YepHoro ugeTta. bonbuyto MawwmHy. KTo 6yaeTt BoaMTb MalLUHY?

— KoHeuHo, 51, — BbicTynun Brepea Poixunii. — KTo eLle, KpoMe MeHsl, MOXXET BOAUTb
MaLUnHy?

— 3Hal1 cBoe MecTo! — pasoznunics Kamo. — A Mbl UTo? He kaneku xe! byaem Boantb
no oyepeau.
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— BHauane kynuM ansa 3eHaXku Hory, — cnosa HWKo 3acTanu Bcex Bpacniox...

— Kak, TO eCTb, HOry ans 3eHaKn?

— Hy Tak... Kynum ein HoByto Hory — Hory-poboTa... Yto, Henb3s pasee? { ciblwana...
EcTtb Takue Horn. OHM MOryT nepeasuratbcs. XoasT, 6eratoT, aaxke B pyTb0N MrpatoT. Kak
yenoBeyeckasi Hora. Takylo HOry He BCe MOryT KynuTb. Tofbko 6oraTtble. Tenepb 1 Mbl 60-
ratble. ¥ Hac CTo/bKO 30M0Ta. [oyeMy 3eHaxm AomkHa octaTbes 6e3 Horm?!

Mo nuuam pebsT 6bi10 BMAHO, YTO BCE cornacHbl ¢ HMKo. 310 6binn aetn, KoTopbie
YMesIn NoXKepTBOBaTb BCEMM CBOMMU MeYTaMn paan OLHON HOMW Ast 3eHOXKM.

%k %k k

Bapyr c wymMoM 1 TpeckoM pacnaxHynacb Asepb. IT0 6bin ToTy. OH HEpBHMYan U
6bIs1 B3BOTHOBAH, C/IOBHO KTO-TO rHancs 3a HUMM. Kak Tonbko pa3gancs ronoc ToTty, Jlapa
TYT >X€ BCKOYWSIA U ycenacb Ha rpyay 30M0TbIX MOHET, MPUKPbIB UX MO KPasM MOAOSIOM
nnatbs. TOTy BAETEN NPsSIMO B KOMHATY:

— 31, HUYTOXECTBa, YTO 3a cobpaHue 3aecb ycTpounu? Hy uto? Yto cmMoTpuTe C
TaKMM YykacoM? MoXeT, Npu3pak Kakon-To yBuaenu? Hy-ka pacctynucs? OcBoboanTe 3To
Kpecno.

PebsaTa He cABUHYINCL C MecTa. TOTY, B351B CBOMMM YEPHBIMU OT IPS3M PyKaMmn Kaxk-
[0ro 3a wweto, 0Tépocnn B CTOPOHY. Jlapa 130 BCex Cui yxBaTuiacb 3a Kpecno:

— 51 He BcTaHy. Cnxy cebe. YTo Tebe Hapo?

TOTY, CNTIOBHO NOPaXXEHHbI CMENOCTbIO J1apbl, OKUHY ee BHUMATESIbHbIM B3r/ISA0M:

— Cnywa, Tbl, TMAMNYTKA, KOMY Tbl NEepeymilb? BOT BO3bMYy ceilyac 1 OTOpPBY TBOO
6onblyto 6awwky, Toraa byaewb 3HaTb. — TOTY OAHMM PbIBKOM OTLWBbLIPHYN Jlapy B CTO-
pOHY, HaZlaBaB el MUHKOB. YBWAEB 30/10TO, OH, HE CAEPXKaB BOSIHEHMS], APOXKALUMM rOJI0-
CoM npoluenTan: — Ax, BOT B YeM [ieN0, NINUMNYTKA... Tenepb MOHATHO, NoYeMy TaK YropHO
He xoTena BcTaThb. [la, ryba He aypa! 51 661 ToXe He BCTan.

Mwuka c3agm bpocuncs Ha ToTy:

— Moyemy bbewb lapy?! A?..

Kamo 1 Pbixuit Toxxe ocMenenu. HabpocuBLumch Ha TOTY CO BCEX CTOPOH, OHU CTanu
aybacuTb ero pykamu n Horamu...Ho cusibHble 1 340pOBble pykn TOTY packuaanun ux, kak
6ykallek, B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI. He yCNOKOMBLUMCH Ha 3TOM, OH COpBas BUCEBLLYIO nocepe-
AVHE KOMHaTbl BepeBKy Ansl CywKkn 6enbsi. Ycaame Bcex pebaT Ha nosy, OH CKpyTUA UM
PYKM 1 CBsi3a/l BEPEBKOW.

— Bot Tak... Tenepb 6yaeTe cnaeTb CNOKOWHO. ManeHbK1e MbILKK. Bbl TONBKO 1 MO-
XeTe rpbi3Tb MO0 06yBb. bosbLue HM Ha YTO He roamTeCh...

O6e30pyxmnB pebaT, ToTy onycTuica Ha KofieHn. B3gB NpUropLuHsaMmM 30/10Tble MO-
HETbI, OH BOCKJIUKHYJI:

— A1 fa, ublraHka... Kakue cokpouila Hakonuna. Al 1a Monojel, cTapasl BeabMa.
Bcerpa 6yay 6narogapeH Tebe. — MoTtoM, 06epHyBLIMCb, MOCMOTPEN Ha CrPpyAMBLUMXCS B
yrny pebsart. — Bam Toxe cnacnbo. XopoLuo nonpoLuanH1yanu, kak cneayet. — TOTy Havan
nMxaTb 30/10TO B KapMaHbl. [l0 MocneaHel MOHETbl. BCKOuMB, YCTPEMUIICS K OBEPSIM.
MoToM, 4TO-TO NOAYMaB, BHOBb BEPHY/CS. BbiTawmn 13 kapMaHa ropcTb 3o510t1a. OTobpas
NATb WTYK, OCTasIbHbIE BHOBbL OMyCTU/1 B kKapMaH. OCTaBLUMECS B PyKe MATb 30/10TbIX MOHET
OH 6pOCKN B CTOPOHY CUMAEBLUMX B Yy AETEN.

— BepuTe... 1 He xaaHblin. KaxxaoMy no 30n10Toi MoHeTe. EwbTe, KyTUTE, Becenu-
Techb. [a, elle BOT UT0. XMBUTE CBOEWM XU3HbIO. LibiraHku 6onblie HeT... U He byaerT...

ToTy HanpaBuncs K aAsepsM. MO0TOM, BEpHYBLUXCb, NOAOLIEN K MeCTy, rae cuaena
Menucca. CKTOHMB Nepea Hel rofioBy C/TIOBHO B MOK/IOHE, OH MPOU3HEC:

— 3apaBcTByiTE, 6apbIlLHS. [POCTUTE MeHs, NO3AHO 3aMeTUN Bac. [lymMalo, B 3TOM
30/10Te eCTb M Bawa 3acnyra. Hy n 4to, 4to Monuute. Ho Bbl TOXe yXoawnn yTpoM BMe-
cTe ¢ MyKoW 1 BO3Bpalllaincb Be4epoM. S COBECTMBBLIN BOP.
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Mpw 3TKUX cnoBax OH OMYCTW/T PYKY B KapMaH W BbITalwua OTTyAa O4HY 3010TY MO-
HeTy.

— bepu, 370 Tebe, — cka3zan oH. MNoOTOM, YTO-TO NOAYMaB, OH BbITalMA U3 KapMaHa
€elLle OfIHy MOHeTY. — 3Haellb YTo, S AaM Tebe ABe 30110Tble MOHETHI. [TOTOMY YTO Thi HE Ye-
nosek. boratcTBo He ncnopTuT Tebs. M kapMaHa HeT. Kyaa e MHe UX MOoXUTL? — B35B
Menuccy B pyku, OH Hayan ocMaTpuBaTb ee. B TomM mMecTe, rae ronosa 6biia npuwmTa K
Teny, OH Halen ManeHbKyt npopexy. NpocyHyB 30/10Tble MOHETbI Yepes 3Ty npopexy
BHYTpb Menuccol, oH NoBepHyscs, cobupasce yxoanTb. HO Bapyr octaHoBuics. B3sis Me-
JICCY B PYKK, OH 3arNsiHyN el B rnasa: — He xenaete nv novTtu co MHOW, 6apbiwHsS? — OH
rPOMKO paccmesncs. — bonee 60raToro >xeHuxa, Yyem 51, Tebe He HanuTu. Mownu... — MNoTom,
rNaas Ha CrpyAmMBLUMXCS B YTy pebaT Co CBSi3aHHbIMM pyKamu, OH cKasan: — Bbl Toxe He
6onTeckb. He yMpeTe c ronogy, 6poLIEHHbIE 34eCh CO CBSA3aHHBIMU pykaMu. S He 3aTsru-
Ban y3en. YyTb nogepraetech, U pyKU pasBsKyTCs.

OH B35 Menuccy u cyHyn B kapMaH. KoMHaTa ornacunacb KpUkoM MuKu:

— He yHocu, ToTy. He yHocu Anay. Ymonsio Tebs...

ToTy He obpaTnn BHUMaHUS Ha MuKy. Muka nnakan u kpudan, Aéprasicb Ha MecTe.
B 310 BpeMsa ABepb X0MHyna.

%k Xk

ToTy 6exan no npumopckomy 6ynbsapy. Mo annesam nporynneanvce nam. ToTy To
W [eno C KeM-TO CTafIKMBANCs, TO, CTapasicb 060MTN NPOXOXMUX CTOPOHOM, CMOTLIKANCS, HO
He cbaBnsn CKOPOCTU. 30/M10Tble MOHETbHI B KApMaHe ero nNuaxaka noackakMBanu 1 3se-
Henw, yaapsas no nuuy Menuccel. Menucca 6bina nevanbHa. HecMoTps Ha To, YTO OHa fe-
)Kana B KapMaHe Ha LIenoi Kyye 30/10Ta, neYasnb TeCHWNa ee rpyab. Moyemy ToTy 3abpan
ee, rae Tenepb OHa HanaeT Muky, noyeMmy TOTy CKasas, YTO LibIFaHKK YXKe HET, XMUBUTE
CBOEN XM3Hb0? Y Hee 6bIfo MHOro BONpocoB. Ho koMy mx 3agaTtb? OHa coBceM He ntobuna
ToTy 1 HuKoraa 6bl He NOBEpUNA, YTO KTO-TO KOrAa-To MOXET NontobuTs ero. Boobiue Me-
n1cca BCeraa Aenuna NloAen Ha TPy rpynnbl: SIOAW, KOTOPbIX M06ST, KOTOPbIX KOrAa-To
nontobsT 1 KOTOPbIX HMKOrAA He nontobsaT. He 3Hato, cMorna nn 1 B TOYHOCTM AOHECTU A0
BaC MbICM Menunccbl UK HeT... To eCTb aNns Menuccol ToTy 6bi1 U3 TeX, KOro HUKoraa He
nontobaT. Menucca aaxke CTpacTHO enana, Ytobbl TOTY HMKOrAa He BbIHUMAN ee U3 Kap-
MaHa. OHa corniacHa 6bi1a BOT TaK /1eXaTb Ha 3TUX XENTbIX KPYr/isiKax — META/IINYECKNX
MoOHeTax 6e3 ceexero Bo3ayxa, He nmiobyscb HU LUBETaMM, HU NTUYKAMU, N1LLb 6bl HE BU-
[eTb nvua ToTy. Ho Bce cnyumnoch He Tak, Kak OHa XoTena. TOTy BblTalyui ee U3 KapMaHa.
Koraa, yrommBluMcb 1 obeccuneB oT 6era, 3aabixasiCb, OH OCTAHOBMIICS NepPeaoxHyTb U
nepeBecTn AyX, TO TYT Xe CYHy/n pyKy B KapMmaH u BbiTawmn Menuccy. lNMogHecs ee K
CBOEMY NnLy, OH BbITEP €10 CTeKaloLme C nnua U U3 Hoca noT u corn... OT yxaca y Me-
JINCChI BblTapawmnmce rnasa. Ho ToTy, He obpallas HUKaKoro BHUMaHUS Ha ee CoCTos-
HWe, BHOBb MOAHEC ee K Hocy. Ha 3TOoT pa3, cunbHO caaBnvBas ee CrWHKY [ABYyMS
nasnbLuamm, OH U30 BCEX CW/ BbICMOPKAJICA U CKa3asl:

— Tbdy... OT TEBA NaxHET MbiNblo. He roanibcs Ans CMOPKaHWUiA, — NOTOM OH CTan
MSTb €e nanblaMu. — XoTs odeHb Msrkast. CoBceM Msirkast. MOXXHO MCMonNb30oBaThb ANs Apy-
rmx uenei. Hanpumep, BMeCTo NOACTUNKW.

C 3TMMM CJTIOBaMM OH NONOXWUN Mennccy Ha ckaMeliKy nog AepeBbsmMu 1 ycencs... [a,
[ia, MOV Apyr, Tbl IPaBUbLHO NMOHSN. Ycencs Ha Menuccy. Menucca norpy3unacb Bo Mpak.
BoHb 1 fiyxoTa cTecHUnu e rpyab. TOTy BbiTallmn U3 kapMaHa Nayky CUrapeT, 3aXer no-
CNEeAHION OCTaBLLYIOCS B HEM CUrapeTy 1 Hadan nyckaTb AbiM B BO34yX, pasroBapuBasi caM
¢ cobol:

— Ecnn 310 1 ecTb cyacTbe, TO NOMyYaeTcs, celyac s CYacTIMB. Y MeHsl CTObKO
JeHer 1 30510Ta... A UpblraHka, sicHoe geno... Ee 6onbuwe HeT... Cobupana, cobupana u
ylufa, OCTaBMB BCe MHe... [paBaa, ywna-To OHa He No cObCTBEHHOMY XenaHuto. 9 en
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MoMor B 3TOM... Xa-Xa-xa... [lymana, s ee odeHb nobnto. [lypexa. A s Bbbkugan, Kkoraa
OHa MHOrO AeHer v 30/10Ta HaKonuT. M BOT B OAMH NPeKpacHbli AeHb nNpuayMan ogHy
YNTOBKY, BOT 1 Mnonasacb B JIOBYLIKY. A NOTOM OAMH YAap Mo rofoBe... U KoHel,. Y6panacb
KO BCeM YepTsM. Mpsamo B ag. U aeHbrn goctanuce MHe... Tenepb 8 ctan MAIIMOHEPOM...
MunnunoHep...

ToTy noaHsncs. bpocun elle AbIMALWMINCS OKYPOK Ha acdasbT 1 noLuen CBOei [o-
poroii. OH Aa)ke U He BCMOMHWIT O CYLLIECTBOBaHUM Menucchl. 3aTo pacKpbli OAHY CTpall-
Hyto TalHy. OH COOBLM O TOM, YTO LbIFaHKM yXe HeT B XMBbIX... BOT Takve gena...
OkasbiBaeTtcsl, ToTy — ybuiua... Menucca elle Aonro He Moria NoAHATb FO/IOBY C KaMHSl,
Ha KOTOpOM nexana. Yem 6onblue ayMana, TeM CTpallHEE el CTaHOBMUIOChb. BOT yxe
CKOJbKO BPEMEHM OHa XXMJla B OIHOM [1I0Me BMECTe C younuen. ..

%k %k Xk

Menucca npoBena BClo HOYb Ha ckameitke. Mocne ToTy ctoaa caausicst TOSIbKO OfAMH
yenoBeK. My)UMHa C LUIMPOKOMOJION LWASAMNON Ha rofioBe. BHayane oH He 0bpaTui Ha Hee
BHMMaHus. LLMpoko paseeas pyku, ynepcst UMM B Kpasi ckaMelku. BTsaHyn Mopckoi Bo3-
Ayx B nerkue. 3agpemar. MoToMm, B3sIB B pyKM BUCEBLUMIA Ha Luee (oToannapat, caenan He-
CKOJIbKO CHMMKOB. Bapyr HeoxwmgaHHO OH 3ametun Menuccy. C uHTepecoM cTan
pa3rnsabiBaTtb ee:

— KaxeTcs, Tebs 3aech 3abbinm?! Hy, uto . MNoabllwmn NoaHoM rpyapio Bo3ayxoM. Ho
TOJSIbKO MMEW B BUAY, YTO NOAM HEHaAEXHbI. Ha HUX nonaratbcsl HeMb3sl. MOXeT, 1 BOBCE
He NpuayT 3a To60i. Mo nuUy BUAHO, YTO XU3Hb He oueHb banosana Tebs. Yto nogena-
€llb, KaXAbIi XMBET, Kak MOXeT. BoT BuanLLb 3TOT (oToannapaT? 3Haellb, CKOMIbKO Ye-
JIOBEYECKMX W300paXKeHWn B €ero naMsaTh: CTapbiX-MOSIOAbIX, KEHLUMH-MYXUMH,
TONCTbIX-XYAbIX, BbICOKNX-HWU3KOPOC/bIX, YMHbIX-TYMbIX, 60MbHbIX-340POBbIX, CHaCT/INBbIX-
HECYACT/INBbIX... KaXxabli U3 HUX — Lenblii MUp. Y KaXkaoro CBosi Npaeaa, CBOst JI0Xb.. Mo-
CTOM, ceityac s ccoTorpadumpyto u Tebs. He ctaHy BpaTb, Takux, Kak Tbl, He 6bis10... CoBceM
He 6b1J10...

MyxumHa Hanpasun obbekTMB dhoToannapata B ee CTOpoHy. Caenan HEeCKOsbKO
CHUMKOB. MOTOM MOCMOTPEN Ha CHSATbIE n3obpaxkeHns. MNMpobopmoTan nNpo cebst: «XMM...
OT/IMYHO. Takoro CHUMKA y MeHs TOYHO He 6bino. Ha hoToBbICTaBKe Tak U Hanuwy — «3a-
6biTas kykna». MoTtom BcTan, cobupasch yxoanTb. YXoas, nogHsan v ycagun Menuccy:

— BoT u Bce pobpo, koTopoe s Mor ans 1ebsi caenaTb, Munast. MNpowai... — 6pocun
OH Hanocnegok.

LLlymM OT MuaBLUMXCS HA 6OMbLLIOM CKOPOCTM MaLLMH MOCTENEHHO Hayan yTuxaTb. Ha
Hebe nosiBuach syHa. 3Be3abl paccesnncb no HebocknoHy. Kopabnu cnegom apyr 3a apy-
rOM Hayanun Npu4anmeaTh K NpucTaHu. Menuncca c MHTepecoM cMoTpena Ha kopabnu. [lga
6enbix kopabnsa crosinn 60K 0 6oK. Y 04HOro M3 HUX Ha 6opTy BblM M306paKeHbI YepHO-
6enble KNaBuLLIK, KaK Ha MMaHUHO. «MHTepecHo, noYeMy kopabsb yKpacunn Takumm Kna-
BMLUAMM NUAHWHO?» — nogyMana Menucca. Ho oTBeTa He Hawna. B 3ToM XM3HM 6b110
CTO/IbKO BOMPOCOB, Ha KOTOpbIE OHa He Haxoaua oTeeTa. Ha aTux 6enbix kopabnsax noam
He cnanu. OHK paboTanu, ABUranncb, 0 YeM-To roBopunv. Menvcca onevanunack. Ei Tak
XOTENOCb Ha OAHOM U3 3TuX benbix kopabnei, 60po3asLIMX OKeaHbl, YMN/bITb AaneKko-4a-
NIeKO OTCroZa, BHOBb OKa3aTbCsl B TOM CaMO MacTepPCKOM, MOSTHOM BCAKMX KyKOM, KYCKOB
TKaHW, Pa3HOLBETHbIX HUTOK M 6yNaBOK, PSAOM C TOM CTApol KYKOJbLUMULIEN, KOTOpast, TUXO
HaneBas MeceHKy, co3aana ee. BHOBb MOYYBCTBOBaTb Ha CBOEM JIMLE, LUEE, FOSI0BE HEX-
HOE MPVKOCHOBEHME e pyK, LEeNbIMU AHSMM 6€33a60THO CMaThb, XWUTb PSAOM C HEW, Mo-
Janblue OT BCEX OMAacHOCTEN M TPEBOr, PaaoBaThCs XM3HU. Menucca nnakana... [a, Aa,
npaBubHO Cablwnwb. OHa nnakana. 3Ta oAMHOKas Kykna, 6e33By4YHO naadyllas Ha 6e-
pery TYXoro, CMHEro Mops, Bce Aymana u fymMana 0 TOM, Kakue Coprpu3bl rOTOBUT €l Ha-
CTynatoLee yTpo...
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— Tbl Ha HEe CMOTpPM, ax, Thl AyLleHbKa, Manbilka. KTo Tebsi 3aeck octaBun? A? Oi,
[a Tbl BCA MponuMTanack MOPCKOM CbIpOCTbHO... XONI0AHas, Kak nea.

Menucca npocHynack Ha WwyM. 310 6bina Aobpas eHWwuHa cpegHnx net. MNocrtasms
METNY U COBOK Y CKaMelKu, OHa npucena psiaoM ¢ Menuccold. CTana HeXHO rMaauTb ee:

— Ybs xe Tbl, Kykna, a? KTo Tebs 3aecb octaBun? YUto MHe Tenepb AenaTtb, He Mory
S OCTaBUTb TebS 34ecb 0AHY. M 3abpaTb He Mory. Bapyr xo3suH BepHeTcsl 3a Tobou. He
HaAET Ha 3TOM MeCTe U paccTpouTcs... [a, Manbiwka?!

XeHlmHa BcTana. Xotena yutu. NMoTom BepHynach.

— Mocmam noka 3geck. CorpeeLlbcsi HEMHOrO Ha CoMHLE. BblCOXHeLb, — 3arnsabiBas
B rna3a Menucce, ckasana oHa. — C Beuepa BCS NponuMTanach CbIpoCTbto. S 3aiiMyCb CBOMMM
aenamu. BepHycb, korga 6yay yxoautb AoMOW. Ecnv TBOM X035iMH He 3abepeT Tebs, 1
BO3bMY Kk cebe oMol B AepeBHI0. OCTaHelwbCs y Hac. JlagHo?

3abpaB MeTNy 1 COBOK, XEHLUMHa yaanunacb. [Jo camoro Bedyepa Menucca cC He-
TeprieHneM xgana eé Bo3BpaLleHus...

... XXeHuwuHa, kak 1 obellana, BepHynacb nepea yxoaoM AoMoi. Yeuaes ee, Me-
Mcca oveHb obpagoBanacb. MoxeT 6biTb, OHAa HMKOrAa Tak He pajoBanach. Kaxercs,
XeHLMHa Toxe 6blia paga TOMy, YTO X035MH Menucchl Tak U He nosisuncs. OHa B3sina
Menuccy, npvBena ee B NOPSAOK, MOTOM YOXKNa B LennohaHOBbLIN Kynek.

— Yto genatb, — npowenTana OHa YyTb CAblWHO. — Kak MHe ocTaBuTb Tebs 3aech
0fAHYy? YTO C TOro, YTO KyK/na, BCE paBHO OAMHOYECTBO — MNJioxas Belb. S Tebs 3abepy B
TaKyl CEMbIO, YTO CaMa nopasuLlbes. B cemblo, rae nonHo AeTBOPhI, rae ectb 6abyluka 1
Jeaylika... byaelb XuUTb X0Tb U B 6eAHOM CEMbE, HO B OKPY>XEHUWN A06PbIX, OT3bIBUMBbIX
nogent. He 6ecnokoiics, cBoi xeb Mbl 3apabaTbiBaeM YECTHbIM TPYAOM.

Menucca ycnokounacb. 3TO CMOKONCTBUE FrOBOPWO el 06 M36aBNeHNM OT NePeExXu-
TbIX €10 3@ BCE 3TW MeCsILbl XXM3HEHHbIX HEB3rOA...

— MeHs 30ByT CeMeH, — gobaBuna xeHwnHa. — bygewb 3BaTb MeHs CeMeH xana.
Moe uMsi, MOXeT 6bITb, €ANHCTBEHHOE B 3TUX KpasiX. 3Haellb, YTO O3HAYaET «CeMEeH»?
3TO Ha3BaHWe LBeTKa, MOXOXero Ha TiosbnaH. Ho Menbye TionbnaHa 1 CBETI0-OpaHXeBoro
uBeTa. MOXeET, MHOIME M He 3HaloT Ha3BaHWS 3TOrO LBETKA. 3TO UMs MHE Aan MoW no-
KOMHbIM aen. U s nontobuna cBoe MMs. TOMbKO pas B XXM3HWM MHE JOBESIOCh YBUAETb 3TOT
uBeTok. Ero MHe nokasan geayuika. Mel e3aunm B ceneHme XoiHasnbir. OH poc Ha OTBECHbIX
cKanax BAo/b A0poru, Bedylle B ropbl. Ha kameHucTol ckane. OH Meniko apoxan. d Tak
1 3anoMHuna ero. Jpoxalluii HeXHbIn LBeTOK. Cyibba MOsi TOXE oKa3anacb MOXOXEN Ha
3TO UMsL. XKuna CI0BHO Cpean KaMEHWUCTbIX CKasl, Mpobupasicb Yepes TpyAHOCTM U HEB3roabl
XW3HW. PaboTana AeHHO 1 HOLWHO, He pa3rnbas cnuHbl. XBaTanach 3a obyto paboTy. MHe
He Cy>xaeHO 6b110 XXUTb BO ABOpLAX, YCT/IAHHbIX LWEKOBbIMM KOBpaMu. Ho s HUKoraa He
YHbIBana. bbina AoBosbHA XM3HbIO. [apwia cBoto tob0oBb OKpyXXalwmM. BoT, umeto uy-
[ECHbIX AeTel, CKPOMHOE, TeMI0e rHe34o — CBOM A0M. YTO elle HY>XHO YeNlOBEKY B 3TOM
mMupe. Pa3Be He Tak?

Menucca cnokoiiHo cnyluana CeMeH xany. Ei BcnoMHunack 31ast U caMoAoBOSIbHas
xo3siika Xana. Hy 1 uTo c Toro, 4to oHa Kykna. MoXeT 6bITb, HUKTO 6bl Tak, Kak Menucca,
He MOHAN Obl TOM Pa3HULIbI MEXAY 3TUMM ABYMS XEHLUMHAMM. ..

Menucca, nexxa HUYKOM B LennodaHOBOM KyJbKe, ryboko B3AOXHyNa, C HeTepne-
HMEeM OXuaasi BCTPEUM C CEMbEN, KyAa OHa HanpaBnsfiack...

%k %k k

OHM exanu [0BO/bHO A0NT0. POBHbIE acdanbToBbIe YMLIbl FOpoAa CMEHWUUCH KpW-
BbIMW MepeysikaMu, y3KUMK ynodkamu. [loMa ctanu 6onee npuseMUCTblE Y HEKA3UCTbIE,
Ha yNMUe BCe pexe MosIBAS/IMCb MUYaBLUMECS Ha 60/IbLLION CKOPOCTM aBTOMOBMN. He BUAHO
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6b1710 MarasmMHOB C yKpalLeHHbIMM pa3HOObpa3HbIMM peKiaMaMn BUTPUHaMK.

Ha oaHoii U3 ovepeaHbix ocTaHoBOK CeMeH xana coluna ¢ aBTobyca. MnHoBanm He-
CKOJIbKO BOPOT. HakoHeL, 0CTaHOBUANCH Nepes Kene3HbIMM BOPOTaMu, BblKpalleHHbIMY B
rony6oi1 uBeT. BopoTa 6binv OTKPbIThI. Bowwin Bo ABOP. 3T0 6bin1 HEGOMNbLLLOK, YTOMNAOLLNIA
B 3€/1€HW, YNCTEHBKMI N NECTPbIN ABOPUK. ANIbIMOBOE M NEPCUMKOBOE AEPEBLS Y)XKE 3aLBESM.
[Bopuk 6bin HanonHeH 6naroyxaHnem po3oBbiX, 6eblx, CBETI0-PO30BbIX LIBETKOB. lep-
BO€, YTO MOMasock Ha rnasa Menwncce, bbiia cobaubs KOHypa B Yrily ABOPUKaA. XO3SIMKOM
KOHYpbI 6bl/1a cepanTas cobaka TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOW MACcTU M C 61ecTALLMMK ra3amu. MNpu
Buze CeMeH xanbl OHa pas-Apyroin TsBKHyfa, 3anpbirana... Ho Menucca cpasy noHsna,
YTO 3TO BbINO NPOCTO-HANPOCTO «MpUBETCTBUE». CeEMEH Xafla POMKO 3acMessach:

— Hy ut0, nporonoganacb? Asu3a He gana Tebe noectb?

Ycnblwas poaHoW ronioc, cobaka 3aBm3ana OT pagoCcTyh. 3BeHs Lienbto, 3anpbirana.
MoTepnack rosnoBov o Horn CemMeH Xarbl...

Ha ronoc 13 goma cneioM Apyr 3a ApyroM Bblibexanu Tpoe AeTel:

— Mama npuwna... — BeCb ABOPUK OrfIacu/ICs UX rofocamu.

XeHwwmMHa pacuenoBana KaXxaoro rno ovepean, npunackana, HeXxXHo nornagumna ux.
3aAaHHbIN eto Bonpoc yamsun Menuccy:

— K10 koro obwxan?

— HWKTO HMKOro He obwkan, — pa3MaxmBasi CBOMMW KOCUMYKaMM, Hayasa OTYMTbI-
BaTbcs A3nza. — lNocne obeaa ®apug v Aga nernm cnaTb. TONbKO YTO MNPOCHYNCh.

®apuay 6bino npuMepHo ceMb neT. OH CTapancs BecTu cebst cepbe3Ho. EMy He no-
HpaBWJIOCb, YTO €ro UMsi Ha3Ba/IM BMECTE C MaALLIEN CeCTPON. BbixoauT, YTo ToNbKO A3n3a
3peck B3pocnas. A ®apma? OH TyT e Bblpa3u/l CBOM NPOTeCT:

— Aga cnana, a 4 HeT. Wirpan noa oaesnomM.

Apna 6blna NyxneHbKoW, Kak MsAYMK, 1eBoUkoi. Ee nonHoe ums 6bino Wpaaa. Koraa
OHa TOJSIbKO-TOMbKO Hayana roBoputb, TO Ha Bonpoc: «KTo 6abylknHa npyHuecca?» oT-
Bevana «Aga». M ¢ Toro BpeMeHu Bce B OMe CTanu 3BaThb ee Afoi. CobpaHHble ¢ 06emx
CTOPOH Ha ee rosioBe XBOCTMKM BbInn NMOXOXMN Ha aHTEHHY. BuaHO 6b110, YTO OHa TOJIbKO
YTO NpOCHyNnack. TO 1 Aeno Tepna rnasa.

— Aga crniut. OHa 3HaeT, YTo ecnin ByaeT cnaTb, TO BbICTpee BbIpacTeT U 6yAeT YMHOW
AEBOYKOMN.

Afa WMpOKO pacKpbliia CBOM COHHblEe rna3skn. OHa rnpwxkanacb K Horam MaTtepu.

— MaMouka, Tbl MHEe YTO Kynuia? — TMXO Cpocu/ia OHa.

XeHwmHa BcnoMHMNa o Menucce nuwb Nocne Bonpoca Aapl:

— Aiit... Hapo e, coBceM 3abbina. Beab y Hac rocTbsi.

OHa BbiTawmna Menuccy ns uennodaHoBoro Kynbka. etn obctynunm Menmccy co
BCEX CTOPOH:

— Kakasi kpacuBasi... I BONoCbl po30Bble.

— §1 Takyto He Bugena...

— 4 TOXE...

rosopwnn ®apua n A3nsza. Aga, He NPOU3HECs HU CNoBa, BHUMAaTEbHO B3upana Ha
Menwuccy. MoTom, cobpaBLUNCh C MbICISIMM, OHa NPOU3HECNa:

— MamMouka... Pa3Be y geBoYek 6biBatOT po30Bble BOSIOCHI?

CeMeH xana 3acMesinachb:

— HeT, y AeBouyek He 6bIBaloT, @ Y KYKON Takune BOsoCkl HbiBatoT.

Apa 3axoTena B3siTb Menuccy Ha pyku. Menucca YyTb He 3akpuyana: «He npuka-
calcs, s rpsisHas». Beab TOTy BbITEp €0 CBOE MOTHOE M COMJIMBOE NIMLIO.

Kak xopowwo, 4to CeMeH Xxana goraganacb. Ytobbl He oropyaTe Mennccy, oHa TUXO
cKasana:

— Afa, Hawa rocTbsa € 4OPOrK, oHa ycTana. lNycTb OTAOXHET, YMOETCS, a MOTOM o-
urpaerte.

Apa cornacunacb. Ho oHa He Morna oTopBsaTb rna3 oT Menuccel.
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CeMeH xana XOpoLLo MoHUMarna, 4YTo y Adbl HE XBaTUT TepneHus JoNro Xaatb. U
MO3TOMY NepBbIM AENOM OHA Havana NpuBOAMTb B NopsAok Mennccy. OHa XOpOLLEHbKO UC-
Kynasa €€ waMnyHeEM npsamMo BO ABOPE nNoj KpaHOM, NOTOM BbICyLWWWNia, Npurnaaniia ee Bo-
N0ochl.

— Hy BOT, Manblwka Tenepb YACTEHbKAs!, — CKa3asia OHa, obpallasick k Age. — Ho el
HY>XHO HEMHOXKO COrpeTbCs Ha conHue. OHa npoMokna. [omKHa BbICOXHYTb.

Menuccy YNoXuam B CETYATYIO KOP3MHKY U MOBECU/IN Ha BepeBke. Jlerkuii BeTepok
packaumsan eé. CayBaeMble BETPOM fienecTky 6esbix, PO30BbIX LIBETOB ChbiNasnchb Ha ee ro-
noBy. MocTeneHHO OHa CTaHOBWMACh BCe fierye, Boaa, KOTOPoK 6bifo MponuTaHo ee Teno,
CTana ucnapsTbcs.

%k Xk

—9i1, CeMeH, Aouka... MNoyeMy aToT pebeHOK CUAUT, YCTAaBUBLUMCH Ha BEPEBKY? Yxe
cTteMHeno. Mamn 3abepu ee oTtcroaa.

Ycnbiwas ronoc 6abywkn, CemeH Boilua Ha BepaHay. [Mpy Buae Aabl, KoTopas, cuas
BO [1BOpe, HEOTPbIBHO CMOTPEeNa Ha BepeBKy, OHa MPOMKO paccMesach:

— lycTaku, maM. S Hawna ang Agbl Kyky. BelMbina 1 noBecuna ee cywmnTbes. Bot
OHa CMAMWT W XAET, KOrAa Ta BbICOXHET.

babywka npubamsmnacb K BepeBKe:

— [naza nnoxo BMAsT. A 8 AyMato, YTO 3TO C pebeHKOoM. — OHa BHMMATENIbHO Mo-
cMoTpena Ha Menuccy, packaumBatoLLytoCsl B CETYaTON kKop3uHke. — Oi, 6oxxe Moi. Y Hee
)K€ KpacHble BOJOChl...

— He kpacHble, a po3oBble, — Afa nonpaswsia 6abyLuky.

— Kakas pasHuua, AeTka, raBHOe TO, YTO OHA He M3 HaluuX.

babylwka npaBnabLHO goraganack. Menuncca npuexana 13 Janekux Kkpaes. KTo 3Haer,
MOXET, TaM y AeBOYEK BOSIOChl U B CaMOM Jiefie po30BOro LBeTa?

Bce cobpanuce 3a y>xuHOM. Bcsi cembsi nntoc Menucca. 310 6bina vyaecHas KapTuHa.
Bo rnaBe ctona Boccedan Aeaywka — TOACTbIA My>XYMHA C NbIWHbIMKA ycaMu. JIMLo ero
6b110 A06pOAYLIHBLIM. BoObLLE-TO B 3TOM CEMbE HE 6bINO 3MbIX U CEPAUTBIX.

Mo3xe Menucca, rnags Ha HUX, ayMana: «Kak cnyymnocb, UYTO B TaKMe TsKesnble
BPEMeHa 3TW JII0AN CyMenn COXPaHUTb B CBOEM AyLUe TaKyto KpacoTy?»

Pspgom ¢ gegom cupena 6abylika, nocne Hee — oTel, psaoM ¢ HUM — CeMeH Xana,
noTom Asusa, ®apua, Aoa u Menucca... BKycHbIi 3anax efbl pacnpocTpaHuCsa Nno BCceMy
Aomy. [bIMAWMICA B Tapenkax cyn Bo3byaan anneTuT.

Mon4yaHwve 3a CToNOM npepBan AeayLuka.

— KXM-KXM-KXW... — 3aCMesNICa OH XpUn/ibiM rofiocom, notom fobasun: — CeroaHs B
Haleln ceMbe npubasneHne. Y Hac NosiBUNach elle ofHa YyaecHasl AeBouYKa.

— BoT oHa, — Aga noaHana Menuccy Hag rosioBoi. — [leBoYKa C PO30BbIMU BOJIO-
camu...

— [lobpo noxanoBaTb, — C Y/bIOKOM NpousHec 1 oTeul. — [ymato, 4yto Age 6bino
CKYYHO ¥ OHa HY>Aanacb B TaKOW MOAPYXKE.

— W npaBaa, ckyyana... — cepbe3HbiM TOHaM npousHecna Aga. — ®apua Hukoraa He
urpan co MHoW. Hu pasy.

— [MoToMy YTO Thbl ManeHbKas, [a elle U AeBo4yka. He yMeellb BOAWUTb MaLLUHY, Ur-
patb B dyTHON...

— Kak 6yaro 6bl Tbl yMeellb BOAUTb MalLMHY? — paccepannack Aga. — U B dytbon
TOXE He yMeellb UrpaTb. Tbl 3HaeLlb, CKOMbKO rosioB 3abuna A3n3a B TBOM BOpoTa?

Ecnu 6bl B MX Nepenanky BMeLLanacb 1 A3u3a, TO pa3roBop 3aTsaHyscs 6bl Hagonro.
BoT nouemy 6abyLuke NpuLwIoCk NpepBaTh MX Crop:

— [leTn, a Beflb Y HaC CErofiHsi rocTbsl. YCNOKOMTECh. YXKMH OCThIBaET...
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... Menucca noyyecTBoBana cebs 3a 3TUM, MEPBbLIM B 3TOM [JOME, YXKMHOM Hecka-
3aHHO CYACTNNBOWA.

B nepBy!to e HOYb OHa No3abblna 060 BCEX FOPECTSX, NEPEXMTbIX €10 B laYyre Lbl-
raHku. Ada HM Ha MUHYTY He BbiMyCKasa ee 13 pykK, noka He nerna cnatb. Bo uTo-To 3a-
BEpHYy/la ee, MOTOM pacnefieHana U BHOBb 3aBEpHY/a, B3sina rpebellok 1 nonbiTanach
npuyecaTtb el BOSIOCbl, HO He MOJTyuMNiock. MOTOM MpUHECHa HECKOMBbKO KHMkek. CTana
YTO-TO UMTaTb, PasbsACHSTb el. CBOMMM ManeHbKUMU MyXAeHbKUMI py4oHKaMm noctapa-
Nlacb HaKoOpMUTbL Mennccy eaon, «CBapeHHoW» B UrpyLLEYHOW KacTptonbke. Kaxkaoe aen-
CTBME 3TON MafieHbKOM [EBOYKM [OCTaBNANo Menucce, NEpPeXMUBILEN MHOXECTBO
CTPaLLHbIX W ONacHbIX MOMEHTOB B CBOEM >XM3HM, PafoCTb M yMUPOTBOpPeHMe. Menucca
6bl11a rNaBHOWN repoONHEN €€ Urp, KYKIOW ee MeyThbl.

JTiob0Bb, KOTOPYIO Aapwnu el Aobpble 06MTaTeNM 3TOrO A0Ma, HaroMuHana 3Tow
PO30BOBOJ/IOCON KyK/iEe AHWU, KOTOPbIE OHa MpoXuia B goMe y 3oxpbl. C TeX Nop NpoLio
CTONbKO NeT... IHTepecHo, rae celyac HaxoauTcs 30xpa, YeM 3aHuMaeTcs? Koraa oHa,
yCTaBMB CBOM 60sbLUME YepHble rna3a Ha Menuccy, B3sina ee Ha pPyku M yHecna kK cebe
[IOMOW, eli BbI/I0 CTONbKO Xe NeT, YTo 1 Aae...

%k %k Xk

CaMol1 uyiecHoM TpaauumMei 3Toro Aoma 6bl/In HoUHblE CKkasku. Kaxayto Houb... Me-
JICCa C HeTepreHneM xpaana HacTynnieHust Houn. OHa nexana, o6xBaydeHHast pyyYoHKaMm
AZlbl, B MOJIYyTEMHOWN TECHOM KOMHATKE U C YNOEHWEM Clyluana BoswebHble CKa3ku, KOTo-
pble paccka3biBana 6abyLika CBOMM TUXMM M MSATKMM ro10COM. Bo BpeMsi ckaskum Bce Criy-
lwanu, 3aTamsB AblXxaHuWe, He m3gasas HWU 3ByKa. [daxe ®apug. ®apug Tak yBnekasncs
CKa3KOM, YTO Aadke 3abblBasi 0 CBOMX BECKOHEYHBIX CrOpax paay AoKasaTebCTBa Yero-To,
BECb OTAABLUMCb 3aralo4HO-BONLIEBHOMY MUPY CKa30K.

B nepByto e Houb NpebbiBaHMs Menucchbl B 3TOM AoMe Afla ycnena LenHyTb el:

— Houbto 6abyuika pacckaxeT ckasky. byaem BMecTe crywaTb.

Houblo Bce NOXMAMCH CMaTb, KPOMe AeTel, KoTopble xaanu 6abyuiky. OTKpbIB
ABepb, 6abyLuka TUXOHbKO BXOAMA B KOMHATY M B LWYTKY cnpawmsana: «KoMy COH CHUTCS,
a KoMy He cnutcs?» Kaxabli, nobaBnss cBoe uMs, oTBevan: «Bce cnst, a Asuse He
cnuTcs», unu xe: «Bce cnat, a ®apuagy He cnuTca». Aga oTBedana gsaxabl. OguH pas:
«...Manbllike He CNUTCS», a Apyroi pas: «Ade He cnuTca». babyluka, pagysicb TOMY, YTO
BCE XAanu ee NnosiB/eHus], C YA0BOJIbCTBMEM NPUCTYNana K HOBOM cka3ke. bbiBano u Tak,
YTO Ha CaMOM 3axBaTblBaloLLEM MeCTe CKasky Hbabyluka BApYr 3acbinana, v AeTH, YyTb No-
[0XAaB, HAYMHANN CO CBOUX MECT APY>KHO TOPMOLWUTL 1 ByanTb ee. [1Ba-Tpu pa3a B AeHb
6abylika Mecuna Tecto B 60/bLIOM MeAHOM Tasy, MOTOM pasXurana HaxoAuBLUMIACS BO
ABOpE TeEHAMP U Nenuiia B HEM NENELLKN. Jlenewkn nony4yasnancb pymsaHble, 6J'IeCTF|LLI,VIe.
Apomart oT xnieba pacnpocTpaHsincsa no BceMy Asopy. JeayLika 3abupan v yBo3wn feneLuku
Ha nNpogaxy. Takum nyTem oHu 3apabaTtbiBanu cebe Ha xn1eb. 3T aBa TPyAONO6MBLIX CTa-
pvKa HU MUHYTbI He cuaenu 6e3 aena. BoT noyemy 6abylika 6biBana ycTanoln, U nopou
CKa3KM MpepbiBa/IMCb Ha CAMOM MHTEPECHOM MeCTe... Boiias B kOMHaTy, 6abyLuka TyT xe
NPUCTYNMNa K CKa3Ke.

Ckaska npo CosiHUe n BOJ/ILEe6HbIA N1aTok

/JlaBHbIM-/1aBHO Ha CBETE 6bl/1 04MH ropog. B 3ToM ropoae AHv 6biBasi KOPOTKMMMU,
a HOYM OY€eHb /MHHBIMU. JTIOASIM HUKaK He XBaTaslo BPEMEHM Ha paboTy, a B TEMHbIE A0/
rme Ho4m MyYmInchb 10 yTpa OT 6ECCOHHMLIbI.

OaHaxabl 4apb roposa oTAasn Takow rpukas:
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«BHumaHue, BHuMaHne! K cBegeHunio Bcex yBepeHHbIX B cebe cmesib4akoB. Hapoa
CTpaAaeT OT KOPOTKMX AIHEN 1 A/IMHHbIX Houew. CTpaHa OXBaYeHa rosiofoM v HULLETOM. Bcs
Haaexzaa To/IbKO Ha 3T0. KTo-To fo/mkeH novitu v Havity CO/IHLE U MOroBOpUTb C HUM. OH
J0/KeH y6eanTb €ro B TOM, YTObbl B 3TOV CTpaHe AHW CTa/m A/IMHHEE, @ HOYM — KOPOYe.
KTo 31O CyMeeT caenartb, S BbiaM 3@ HEro CBOIO [104b M nNepeaam eMy CBOU MpecTos».

Bce monogbie ntoan CTpaHbl nepenosiowmamnce. KTo-1o, nognosicaBLumce, 6pocunsics
B 60M, KTO-TO, CKaya Ha KOHE, MoAHMMAs1 ero Ha Ablbbl, APYrve, HaTsaHyB TETUBA, METUIN
B MuyLLeHb. Kaxabivi CTpEMUIICS yOeaUTb OKPYXKaroLmX B CBOEM cusie 1 10BKocTu. Ho aesno
6b1/10 HE B 3TOM. Cu/IbHbIM BYAET CYUTATLCS /LB TOT, KTO CMOXET MOUTH U NMOroBOPpUTh
¢ Co/iHYEeM....

CrycTs HECKO/IbKO [HEV MOC/IE yKa3a uapsl Uapckas A04b — nucaHasl Kpacasuua,
BCS1 MCCOX/1a M MOXENTENA OT C/1e3, N0[06HO OnaBLUMM OCEHHUM JINCTbSIM. Beab y Hee 6bi
CBOV BO3/1106/1EHHBIV, IOHOLLIA, KOTOPOro OHa J1lobusna, n eciiv 6bl KTO-TO MOLLE U HALLES
CosHUe U, noroBopuB C HUM, rogapus CTpaHe AJINHHbIE HU U KOPOTKME HOYM, TO OHa
I0/KHa 6bl/1a 6kl BbIMTY 3@ TOro 3amMy>. OHa HECKOJIbKO pa3, 3a/IMBasiCb C/IE3aMy, yMOsIsi/a
oTLa, YTOo6bI TOT Yopan n3 NMPeanoxXeHns «BblgaM A04Yb 3a HEro M nepeaam emy CBow rpe-
CTOJ1» B U3JJaHHOM UM yKa3se CJIOBO «[o4b». HO yapb 0TKa3bIBascs:

— 3aueM Xe Tbl, JOHEHbKA, 3aCTaB/ISELLb MEHSI U3MEHUTb CBOV yKa3? Beab Tbl BCe
pPaBHO 3@ KOIro-TO O/KHA BbITY 3amy. louemy xxe 3TUM KTO-TO [O/IKEH ObITb HE TOT,
KTO noaaput ctpaHe CosHue, a Apyrovi Yenosek? Ecrm s ybepy c/ioBO «404Yb» M3 CBOEro
yKasa, TO JIMLLYCb BCEX CBOMX 6OraTCcTB, MOSI Ka3Ha OKaXKETCS B HyXux pykax. Jlydwe Tbi
repectaHb yrnopcTBoBath, naakatb. Mosin BceBbIlLHEro, YTobbl MOCKOPEE HACTYN AEHb,
KorAa nosiBUTCS TOT OTBaXHbIVi CME/bYaK, KOTOPbIV rnpuHeceT cTpaHe COo/HLE. ..

— Her, otew, HET, 5 HE CMOry 3TO CAENATb...

— B Takom c/lyqae npocTu, 404b MOSI, HO 51 TOXKE OTKa3blBaro Tebe B TBOEH rpockoe,
Mos Aoporas...

BuaaBLumvi BuAbl Lapb HE CTasl CrpallmMBaTh A0Yb O MNPUYMHE €€ Neyasay, padb-
enasLueit ee ayly... [Joub ToXe He npusHanach emy. Bce Houn HarnposIET OHa MpPosnBana
cnesbl, ropeBana. Kak >xe oHa Mor/ia cka3aTb OTLY, YTo 6e3yMHO B/1106/1eHa B CbiHa BOAO-
Bo3a Mypaga. Pa3Be otel nipoctu bbl ee? Hukora...

MHorne yBepeHHble B Cebe HOHOLLM 3TOV CTpaHbl, MEYTAs 3aroslyYnTb LUaPEBHY U
3aBnafeTb nPecTosioM, oTrnpaBumce Ha noucku ConHUa, cTaB [00biveli 3Bepeli n bec-
C/IEQHO MCHE3HYB B Aasiekux Kpasix. [loka 4Tto HU OAMH U3 yLIIEALUNX HE BEPHYJICS C XOpPO-
Luevi BECTbIO. B 0AMH MPeKPacHbiv AeHb B OKHO CriasibHU MPUHLIECCHI MOCTyYanu. [eByluKka
TYT e 6pocunack K OKHy. 310 6bi1 Mypaa:

— A yxoxy, mobumas. bepern cebs. 3Hai, 4To, rnoka He Havgy CosHLE, HE BEPHYChb
Hazag. Vinv ympy, nav obbtoch Tebs.

lpuHuecca 3annnack ropbkimm criesamu. OHa XOpoLLO NMOHUMarna, YTo OTTyAa, Kyaa
Hanpas/iSieTcs ee BO3/1106/1EHHbIN, 06paTHOV Aoporn HET. HakoHel, cobpaBLUNChL C Cu-
JlamMy, OHa rpoMosiBnuaa:

— Uan, Mypaa. Paagn Hawevi nobsu. 5 Bepro, 4TO Tbl AOCTaBULLIb CBET B Hally
CTPaHy...

Mypag nonpocus nogapuTb eMy 4TO-TO Ha NamsTe. [eByluKka otgana eMy cBov nnia-
TOK CO C/I0Bamu:

— [yctb 70T naatok 6y[eT TBOMM rapycoM B Xapy, OAEs/IOM B X0/104, n3basute-
JIEM OT 6€eAbl, oriopoui B TPyAHYH MUHYTY. [1yCTb posioxuT Tebe A0pory, BEAYLLYIO K
CosHUY, nNpuAacT cuily TBOMM pyKaM...

lpyn 3Tux croBax u3 r7a3 AEBYLUKN XJIbIHY/IM C1€3bl, KOTOPbIE, CTEKAs!, nagaam Ha
rAaToK. Yl HEOXXUAAHHO A/151 HUX M71aTOK CTasl BOJILLEOHBIM. ..

lpunoxus nnatok K cepauy, Mypaa ABuHyAcs B rnyTb. OH Wen v wesn rno 6ecko-
HEeYHbIM foporam... B ToT aeHb, korga Mypaa nonasn rnoa BHE3arHbIN JINBEHb, OH HE r10-
Bepus1 CBOUM r/ia3am. [pon3oLusio 4yjo.
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MnaTok yapeBHbI B3Mbl/1 B HEOO M pacKpblics Hag ronoBovi Mypaaa, Kak 30HTUK...
Ha Mypaaa He ynarna Hu ogHa Kari/sis 4OXAS... [ToTom He6O rnposicHnI0Ck. Jlyun conHua 3a-
CBEepKa/m, Kak anmasbl... [11aTok ynan Ha 3emo. OH paccTenwsics Ha Jlyxxavike nepes My-
pagoM B BUAe ckatepTu. B oanH mur ckatepTb bbiia yCcTaB/ieHa BCsKuMu 61104amu...

Takum obpa3omM raatok obeperan Mypasa ot Bcex 6ea. [py HacTyrnaeHnn Xon0408
npeBpaLyasncs B TEM/bIV Ty/lyr, B Xapy pacKpbiBasiCsl HaZl €ro rosoBoy B BUAE 30HTUKA.
Kak 6asb3amMoM rokpbiBas ero paHsl. OgHO YyA40 CMEHSI/IOCh APYrUM...

Ho ogHo cobkiTne cubHO pacctpousno Mypaga. Jleca npeBpaTuince B AXKYHITIN,
nperpaavs emy gopory. Mypaa aAeHHO mn HowHO Tpyawics. OH pybun AepeBbs, KycTap-
HUWKM, NPOKaAbiBasl cebe gopory. Tackana KaMHy, npouniyasl CBov nyTb. M3-rnoj Kaxzaoro
KaMHSs Bbliriosi3asna rpemyyas ames. Ho Mypaga He oTcTynn. Y ofHax/bl yTpoM rogys cia-
6biv BETEPOK... LLIyMenn v Konbixanmck s1eca, nogobHO MOpIo, Ha ro/1X CBETUINCH Hasn-
Thi€ KO/IOCbS. HeoxvaaHHO Mypaa no4yBcTBoBasa cebs ErkuM, Kak nepbilko... OTKpbIB
rnasa, yBuAes, YTo HaxoamTcs B Bo3ayxe. OH JIeTes Ha rnaaTke Kak Ha BO/ILIEBHOM KOBpE.
OHu netenn B CTOpoHy CosHUa... ITO bbl/I0 HEOObIYHOE MyTeLIECTBUE CPEAN BEIOCHEX-
Hbix 0651akoB. Ha ceoem nyTu k CosHUy mx 6pocasio To B Xap, TO B x0/104. CTPeEMUTE/IbHO
rposneTas Mexay pas/inyHbIMU N1aHeTamMm, CTaakMBaInCh ¢ HebecHbiMn Teniamu. OHU r1o-
raganav To rog CHer vi rpag, To Ha Hux ocegana poca. Korga npoxoganiv 4epes ceMb LBe-
TOB pajyry, NePes HUMU BO3HMK NOTOK 6esioro ceeTa. Crieays 3a 3TMM CBETOBbLIM MOTOKOM,
r1aToK Hadasa pesitb B Hebe. [locTeneHHo NMoToK cBeTa yBennumsascs. [10Tom BMecTe co
CBETOM ycumnaack v xapa. Ctasio HEBbIHOCMMO Xapko. Mypaa rno4yBCcTBOBasl, YTo OT CW/lb-
HOro SIPKOro CBETa y Hero TEMHEET B /1a3aX, HAYNHAET TEPATh CO3HaHme. Kak pa3s B 3ToT
MOMEHT 71aToK Hayas pa3BeBaTbcs elye cubHee... 1o Teny Mypaga npobexana npo-
xnaga. lotom Kpas nnatka Ha4asm ceopaynBatbcs. O6xBaTnB Mypasa co BCex CTOPOH, OH
Ha4as ox/1aXxgaTbCs, NOTOM 3aTBEPAE/ U NMPEBPATUIICS B /1€A. Haxoa5Cb BHYTPU 3TOro Jie-
AsHoro naatka, Mypaa noneten npsMo K ConHuy. CaMbiM yaANBUTETbHbIM bbl/10 TO, YTO 3a
3TO Bpems fieq He pactasisi, a Mypa/l He rno4dyBCTBOBa/1 COJIHEYHOIro Xapa. JILb oLy Tn
B cBOeM Tene HebosbLluoe Terio. OH y10BuU/ 3anax BECEHHEro imBHS. [10TOM naaTok Ha-
rnosHnCa AoxaeM. Mypaa BHUMaTesibHO MoCMoTpesn Ha Aoxab. C Heba rnagano pacriias-
JIEHHOEe 30/10T0. Pa3netarowmecs no Heby cBepkarolme KpyrnuHKY nagaan Ha naatok.
Mypaa y>e no ropso 6bis1 3apbIT BHyTpy 30/10Ta... ELje 4yTb-4yTb,  OH MOIr 3a40XHYThHCH.
OH Hayars KpmnyaTb, pasmaxuBaTtb pykamu... Kpuk Mypaga 6bin ycibiwaH ConHuyeM. OHO He-
CKOJIbKO pa3 pacriyCTusio 1 BHOBb CObpasio 06paTtHO CBOM JlyHu.

loTom nosiBunack ofHa nepy. C/I0BHO poaniachk U3 KPYruHOK nadaroLero 30/10-
TOro AOXAS.

— MuisinoHbl IET HUKTO He rpubkancs K ConHuy Tak 67IM3K0, Kak Tbl, — CKa3asa
nepu Mypagy. — Ctonsio Komy-To rnpubin3nTbcsi, Kak xap CosnHuya mncnenesnsa ero. Ho Tbi
npuwwen. Tebs ybeperna 6osbluas 110608k Lapckoi godepu. Yiam, Mypaa, nocie 3T1oro
TBOSI CTpaHa NpeBpaTUTCs B Kpavi A/IMHHbIX U COJIHEYHBIX HEN... A COBPaHHbIE B M/IaTKE
KPYMWHKY 30/10TOr0 [IOXKAS — 3TO noAapok Tebe ot ConHua.

B oauH mur nepu ucyesna. Mypaa elye A0ro CMOTpen BCAES €M, POXAEHHOMN U3
30/10TOrO A0XAS... [T0TOM OH BEPHY/ICS B CBOIO CTpaHy. Ternepb OH bbis1 6oradye Bcex Laper
Ha cBeTe. A cambiM 60/1bLLMM 60raTtcTBOM bbisia 11060Bb LiapEBHDI. ..

Jetu yxe cnanu. babylika Bcex no odepean ykpbina. BarnsHys Ha Menuccy, ne-
XKaBLYO Ha pykax Y Afbl, OHa y/blI6HYnach:

— Thbl eLe He cnuwb?

Menucca xotena nobnarogaputb 6abyLuky. Ckaska, pacckasaHHasl €10 3TOM HOYbIO,
Jlokasana Menucce ofiHy UCTUHY: obpeTeHune moboBbio BeccMepTus. 3a To, UTO, Npoinas
yepes BCe WCTbITaHWs! U TPYAHOCTM, el yAanoch BbICTOSITb U BbKWUTL, OHa bblna 0bsi3aHa
CBO€e 60/1bLLON NO6BK B AyLUE K NOASM.
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Mana 6bin 60neH... B gome Bce 6binm paccTpoeHsl. TpeboBanacb CpoyHas onepaums
Ha cepaue. Ho geHer Ha onepaumio He 6bi10. [Jaxe CroXuB BCE UMEBLUMECS B AOME
[AeHbrv, UX BCe paBHO He XBaTasno. B npuaayy Hago 6bi10 OCTaBUTbL AEHbMM U Ha Nponu-
TaHWe ceMbM... Babyluka c aeayLlwKoi aenanu Bce, YTo 6bIN10 B UX cunax. Tenepb yxe TeH-
OVp pa3xurancs nNsaTb pa3 B ieHb, BCe UCMEYEHHble fienellkn npoaasanunce. Ho Bce paBHO
cobpaTb HeobxoaMMy0 CyMMy He nony4anocb. COCTosIHME OTL@ CTaHOBUIOCh BCe Xyxe. OH
CTan TPyAHO AbllaTb, HUYEro He Mor Aenath. BOT yxxe CKOMbKO AHEN Kak ero MOTOLMKII C
(byproHoM, KOTOpLIM OH YNpPaB/Isi, He TPOrasncs ¢ MecTa. Ada Kaxkabli AeHb, B3sB Menuccy
Ha pYKW, NOAXOANIAa K MOTOLMKITY 1, OTKPbIBasi €ro TshKenble ABepLbl, roBopuna:

— Ckyyaellb, Aa? He 6oiics, Mol nana Bbi3AopoBeeT. I NOTOM OH CHOBa KaXAblii
AeHb 6yaeT cagnTbcs Ha Tebs n yexarb...

Koraa Menucca cnywana 3TOT pa3roBop, y Hee 6oneno cepaue 3a Agy. Kak oHa
MOorfia nomoYb ein? Menucca 6blia NPOCTO-HAMNPOCTO Kyk/ol. OHa He Morna HYU paboTaTb
HWUrae, H1 3apabaTtbiBaTb AeHbrn. YeM e oHa Morna nomouvb Ase, KpOMe Kak CuiibHee
npuxaTtbcs K Heil. Ho, oka3blBaeTcs, B AENCTBUTENBHOCTM BCe BbINO He Tak. Menucca
OYeHb 30POBO CMOria noMoub Afle, BEpHee, 3Tol ceMbe. OHa M caMa nopasunacb ToMy,
4TO OHa caenana. 310 6bI10 TaK HEOXKMAAHHO...

Aza, B3sB Menuccy Ha pyku, pacxaxkusania no AoMy, pa3roBapuBas C HEW:

— Manblluka, 9 y>xe Bblpocna. Ha cneayowmii rog noiay B WKony. Toraa ¢ KeM s
Tebs1 ocTaBAO? 3HauUUT, YTO Tbl AO/MDKHA caenatb, Manbiwka? Hy-ka, ckaxu. A, He 3Ha-
ewb. Tbl AO/MKHA MOMTU B AETCKMI cad. M no3ToMy Mbl AOMKHBI MOAYYUTb ANs Tebs
CnpaBKy O 340poBbe. Bce Bpaun AomkHbl 06cnenoBaTb Tebst M cka3aTb: «ITa Kykaa Co-
BEpPLUEHHO 30POBa W MOXET XOAWUTb B AETCKUIA caa».

Ana Boamna ee no KOMHaTaM 1 nposoauna BpayebHoe obcnenosaHune. B aTux Kom-
HaTax oHa cama 1 6bina Bpa4yoM. B oHOIM 13 KOMHAT CTaHOBW/IACb XMPYypProM:

— Bxoau, Bxoan. Kakas Tbl xopoulasi AeBouka. Kak Tebs 30ByT? Manblwka... O
Kakoe KpacuBoe UMsl... Tenepb CTON POBHO, NPOBEPUM, HE UCKPUBIEH NI MO3BOHOYHMK.
He-e-e... Bce xopowo. PoBHbIi. A Horv? [lain npoBepro CTYNHM TBOMX Hor. BoT cnacu6o,
fouka. M nnockocTonust HeT... Thbl MOXELLb XOAUTb B AETCKUIA Caj.

B apyroi koMHaTe CTaHOBW/IaCb BPayoOM-OKY/IUCTOM:

— Y Tebsa oyeHb KpacuBble rMna3a, Manbiwka. BHMMaTenbHO NOCMOTPY Ha BUCSLLYIO
Ha CTeHe JocKy. YTo Tbl BUAULWL TaM? B nepsom psiay.

MoTtom BMecTo Mennccol caMa cnabeHbKrM rosiocoM oTBevana:

— 3Be3ay, UBETOK, XyKa...

— BoT Monogeu,. MpaBunbHO. MoXellb XoaWUTb B AETCKMI cad. Tl 340poBa.

B kOoMHaTe 3y6HOro Bpaya Aaa nyranacbk camou cebs:

— CmoTpu, Manbiwka. MNMocMoTpu, Kakme 3ybbl y AOKTOpa. Buanib, HU oanH 13 HKX
He noyepHen. Buanwb, Manbiwka, Kakme y AOKTopa 340poBble 3ybbl. A Tenepb, Manbliwka,
Tbl OTKPOW POT, 1 NOCMOTPHO. lNowwmpe oTKpoM, ewe wupe. Ckaxu a-a-a-a... XOpoLLo yxa-
XuBaWi 3a 3ybamu, Manblluka. MHe KaXXeTCsl, Tbl HE YUACTULLb 3y6bl 3y6HOI LLETKON. [MpaBay
rOBOPIO, HE TaK Nn?..

MoToM OHW BOwNM B KabWHET TepaneBTa. Ynoxus Mennuccy, Aga npunoxuna K ee
rpyam KOHeL BAETOrO B YLUW LUHYPA W Hayasa BHUMATesIbHO CyLaTh:

— Cpnenaii Boox. Tenepb He ablun. Caenan BblAoX. BoT Tak... B rpyamn Kakon-To Lie-
necr. lNpocryaunace.

MoToM OHa NpuCTaBwuia KOHeL LWHYpa B pyKe K ApYroMy MecTy Ha rpyau. B aTom
MecTe YTO-TO CTYyKHys0. Menucca n cama 3To NovyBCTBOBasa.

M3-3a WwymMa B ee rpyan Afa pewunna OTBECTU ee Ha peHTreH. Mo 3ambicny Aabl,
peHTreHa B kOMHaTe He 6bino. Ho, cyas no daHTasum Aapl, OHa npeanonarana, yto OH
JOMKEH BbITb.

124



— Y 1ebsa B rpyam 4to-TO CTyumuT, Manbiwka. 3TO MOXET HbITb O4eHb onacHo. [Mo-
3TOMy Thbl 06513aTENbHO A0/MHKHA NPOWTY peHTreH. Korga MHe Aenanu MaHTy, pyka HEMHOro
pacnyxna. Mama oTBesnia MeHsl Ha peHTreH. A g TBosi Mama. [la, Manbiwka? — He AoXAaB-
lmncb oTBeTa Mennccobl, OHa NpoaomkMna: — Tenepb S ToXe 0TBeay Tebst Ha peHTreH.

Apna 3abpana Menuccy u Bbiwna Bo ABop. OHa 6bina B3BOMHOBaHa. YTo Xe Tak
CTy4ano B rpyan Menmccbl? «Jlnwb 6bl OHa He 3abonena», — Tak pa3MblLLISs, OHa Bblla
BO ABop. ConHue obxurano ceoumu nydamu. O6bIYHO BECHOW 6bIBano NpoxiaaHo, HO ce-
roHs BO ABope 6b110 yANBUTENBHO Xapko. OHa BCTana nNpsMo nocepeavHe ABopa, npu-
MEpPHO onpeaenve MecTo, Kyaa 60nblue BCero najanu ConHeYHble yyu.

— Hy, BoT, Manblwka, 370 1 ecTb peHTreH. 4 6yay ocmaTpuBaTh Tebs nog nyvamu
conHua. Tel 6yaellb NpocBeynBaTh HaCKBO3b.

OHa nogHsina Menuccy Beepx. [lepXa ee Ha COMHUe, npvuypunia rnasa. BHuma-
TeNbHO nocMoTpena. W aeicTBUTENbHO, B rpyan y Menuccbl NpocMaTpyBannch ABa Kpyr-
NbIX TeMHbIX NaTHA. OnycTe Menuccy, oHa caasuna nanblamm TO MecTo, rae obHapyxuna
[ABa TEMHbIX MATHA:

— begHeHbkast Tbl MOS... bonuT? CunbHO 6011T, Aa, Manblwka?

Menwucca, eCcTecTBeHHO, HU4ero He oTBeTuna. Ho oT pagocTu oHa rotosa 6bina 06-
PECTM KpblSibsl U YNIETETb, Kak U B TOM ckaske 6abyLuku, npsaMo K ConHuy. OHa BCMOMHUNA,
4TO y Hee 6bINo B rpyan, YTO O3HaYanM 3T ABa TEMHbIX MATHA. DTO 6blan 3010Tbie MO-
HeTbl. Te camble, KOTOpble TOTY 3anuXHYN e B rpyab Yepe3 npopexy Ha wee. Kakoe
cyacTbe! Menucca, U cama Toro He 3Has, NMoMOor/a 3TON CEMbE. TN ABE 30/10Thle MOHEThI
6bInM Kak Henb3sl KCTaTu A5 onepaumm otua Aabl.

Ha kpuk Aabl Bbickoumnun n Asmza ¢ ®apugoM. Aga, nogepxas Menuccy nog con-
HeYHbIMK Jly4aMK, NOKasana UM TEMHbIE MATHA Ha ee rpyau:

— BoT 3pech. Bugute? ®apua, He HaxkMMaii nanbLeM Tak CUIIbHO, eii e 60JbHO.
benHas Manbiwka.

[eTeli cnbHO B3BONIHOBaNa cyabba Menuncchl. A3n3a, Kak cTapluasi cectpa, nocuu-
Tana CBOMM [JONroM pewwunTb 3Ty npobnemy. OHa npeanoxuna OTHECTU M nokasaTb Me-
nuccy 6abywke. N Aga cornacmunace.

babyLika B 3T0 BpeMs crpebana B Kydy yrin Ha AHe TeHanpa, cobupasch pa3xeyb
€ro. YBuaeB nNpubnmkeHne AeTei, OHa 3aMaxana pyKou:

— He nogxoauTe. Tbica4y pa3 rosopwia, He KpyTUTeCh BOKpYr TeHavpa. MavTte wur-
paiiTe B IpyroM MecTe.

— He cepaucb, 6abylika, — A3m3a noctapanacb 06bacHuTb 6abyluike, B yeM geno. —
Aga obHapyxwuna B rpyay ManblWwKy ABa TEMHbIX NSTHA.

— He noHsina. Kakue elle TeMHbIe KpYyr/ble NATHA? — cMsrymniack 6abyluka.

— [a, 6abylwika, oHa NpaBay roBOpwUT, — NoATBepAna cnoBa cecTpbl Aga. — Cama
cMoTpena.

babywka nogHsana ronosy. Beitepes pyku dapTykoM, 3abpana Menwccy y Aal. Mo-
BepTena B pykax. Huyero He Hawna.

— Babylika, noTporai BOT 34ecb, — AAa yka3ana nasbLUeM Ha O4HY TOYKY Ha rpyau
Manbllku. — Ho MOOCTOPOXXHEN, el 6OMbHO.

babywka caaBuna mexay AByMs ManbLaMu TO MECTO, Ha KOTopoe ykasana Aga. U
[ENCTBUTENBHO, TaM YTO-TO 6bi710. YTO-TO TBEpPAOE:

— [a, Tbl NpaBa. 34eCb YTO-TO ECTb.

et 66111 B3BONHOBaHbI. B3siB Menunccy, 6abylika nogoLuia K CTosBLIEMY NOCpean
[BOpA Xene3HoMy CTONY, HOXKU KOTOpPOro yxoaunu B 3emmto. OHa cena:

— A3u3a, geTka, nam n NpMHeCn MHE MOWM OYKM.

B oukax et cTano Bce sicHo. BepHee, 6abyluka pewnna, 4to y Menuccol B rpyam 3a-
CTpsinv ABe MefHble Konelku. Ee coBeplLUeHHO He MHTepecoBarso, KakMm 06pasoM 3Tu Me-
OSKM OKasanumcb TaM. MNpocTo OHa NOCOBETOBAsa OCTABUTb UX TaM Xe. YTobbl HUKTO UX He
Tporan.
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— bor 3HaeT, ¢ Kakux nop oHu TaM. Ecnn oo cux nop oHu He noMelwann Manbilke,
TO NYCTb TaM U OCTaHYTCS.

Ho Apa aymana nHave:

— HeT, 6abywika, npowy Tebs, BbiTawm ux otryaa. OueHb npowy. OHun 6yayT npu-
UMHATb Manbiwke 60nb. 4 TOUHO 3Hat0. O6s3aTENbHO NPUYMHAT 60nb.

Y 6abyuwkn gen 6bi10 HEBNPoBOpPOT. K TOMy e Bce ee MbICIN 6blin 3aHsAThI one-
pauueit otTua. HMKaKkoro enaHus 3aHMMaTbCs STUMK KOMenKkaMu B rpyam Menuccbl y Hee
He 6bl110. Ho el Takke He XOTenocb BUAETh cne3 Aabl. OHa pelunnia OCTaBUTb BCE CBOM
[ena. Y>x ecnim aTu Konerku Tak 6ecrnokosT Agy, vx Haao BbiTawmTb. ®apua oTnpasuics
3a HOXHMLAMK, a A3un3a — 32 UrOSIKOM M HUTKaMKU. Ala HU Ha MUHYTY He paccTaBanach C
Menuccoi, Kpenko epxa ee B pyKax:

— babywwka, 5 nogepxy ee, a Tbl 6yaelwb BbiTackMBaTb. MNyCcTb OHa 6yaeT y MeHs Ha
pykax. Toraa el He 6yaeT Tak 60n1bHO. Beapb xarnko ee.

babywka cornacunace. MpsamMo Ha pykax y Adbl OHa YyTb-4YyTb pacnoposa LIoB y
wen Menucchbl. NOTOM KOHYMKOM HOXHUL, OCTOPOXXHO Ha4asna BbiTaslkMBaTb MOHETHI. [lBe
30/10Tbleé MOHETbI, CO 3BOHOM YMaB Ha CTO/, 3aKaTUINUCh... Bce ¢ yanBneHneM ycTaBuamnchb
Ha ynaBLUMe MOHeTbI. XOTS AeTW He cpa3y MOHSN, YTO 3TO Takoe, 6abylika He morna no-
BEPUTb CBOMM rna3am. B3sB MOHeTbI, OHa NoBepTena Ux B pykKe.

— [iBe pecsatupybnesble 30/10Tble MOHETHI... HaBepHoe, 3To nocnan aetsam cam Bee-
BbILWHWI... YTOBbI CMacTu ux oTua...

Afa He 3Hana, yYTo M cKkalaTb. M He Tonbko Aaa, Ho 1 6abylika, n A3uza, 1 aaxe
®dapua, koTopblin niobun 6ontaTe 6e3 ymonky. babylika Monya BAena HUTKY B UFOMKY.
OCTOpOXHO 3allmna pacrnopoTble MecTa y wen Menuccel. OHa gaxke nouenosana Menuccy
B LLEKY, NepeaaBas ee Aae. 1o bbin 3HaK 611arogapHOCTU eil OT BCeN CeMbU... B TOT AeHb
B CBOE HOYHOW cka3ke H6abylika pacckasbiBasia 0 30/10ThIX MOHETAX. Bolas B cnasnbHIO K
aetsmM, 6abyuwka, npexae Yem NpUCTynuTb K CKaske, obpaTniack K HAM CO CI0BaMu:

— [etun, TBOpUTL A06PO — 3TO TaKoe MpekpacHOe YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE He BCEM AaHO
nosHaTb. CerofHs s ele pa3 ybeamnack, YTo KaXxablii MOXeET CoBepLnTb fo6po, byab TO
XXMBOE UMM HEXMBOE CYLLECTBO. B AeicTBUTENBHOCTM Manbilka — 06bIKHOBEHHAs KyKna.
Ho To f06po, KOTOpoe OHa CoBepLUMa CEroaHsl, B 3TOM ceMbe ByayT MOMHUTL AONTME
rogbl. ManbllwKa cnacna >u3Hb Ballemy OTUy M caMa obpena CnaBHYHO XWU3Hb. XKM3Hb
KyKJ1bl, CMOCOB6HOM coBepLiaTh A06p0. ITON HoUbo 1 6yay pacckasbiBaTb CBOKO CKa3Ky B
yecTb ManbIWwKW. ITO ANOHCKas CKaska.

Bce ¢ BonHeHWeM CTanu xaaTb CKa3ku B 4ecTb Menuccol. HakoHeu, 6abylika csovum
TUXMM, MEOAMYHBIM FrONI0COM MPUCTYNWIA K CKa3Ke...
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[Hn nponetanu Tak 6bICTPO... 30/10Tble MOHETbI Menncchbl CTanu HacTosALWMM cna-
ceHuneM anst ceMbn. OTel AeTeit yxxe Bbi3gopoBen. OH CMOKOMHO Aplllan, npu xoabbe He
CTpaAan oAblIWKoN. [1eTn Toxe bbln cHaCTIMBbLI. XKU3HM OTUA YXKe He yrpoXarna HUKakast
onacHocTb. C 3aBTpaLLHero AHS MOTOUMKA € (yproHoM onaTb 3apaboTaeT. Ho noka yTo B
ero dyproHe Aga urpana B ZoMukn. I Menuccy ycaguna B 3TOM AOMKKE. YTO-TO rotToBmna
B CBOEI MasieHbKOW N1acTMaccoBOM KacTPHoSibKe, HEMPEpPbIBHO NMOMELLMBasI, 1, 06paLlasch
K Menucce, rosopuna:

— Yt0, Most ManeHbkas, nporonoaanack? Ceivac eaa 6yaet rotosa. MNotepnu vyThb-
yyTb. Hy, 4TO, NoTepnuwb?

Menucca C MHTEPECOM CMOTPENa Ha ey, NPUroTOBNIEHHYO A0 13 TpaBbl, NCTLEB
N MenKMx kamellek. M aaxke nHoraa YyBCTBOBasia BO PTy ee BKYC. Aaa YBEYEHHO XJ10M0-
Tana.

babyLika no ogHOMY BbITacKnBana n3 TeHAMPa Nenewkn u, 04UCTUB UX OT rapu, Co-
6upana B MeaHbIl Ta3. Ala TOXe TO U AeN0 YTo-To AobaBnsna B eay:

126



— MoxeT, pobaBnTb HEMHOrO Msca? A, Kak Tbl AyMaelwb, Menucca, 4tob BKycHee
6biso.

BmecTo Msica Aga 6pocrna B KacTpionio HECKOJIbKO KaMeLlKoB. MoTtom, 6yato npo-
6ys1 Ha BKYC, B3s/1a NIOXKKY W NogHecna Ko pTy:

— OTnnuHbIN BKYC. AX, ax, ax. Ha, Tbl To)xxe nonpobyit. BkycHo, aa?

babywwka ucnekna sce nenewkn. OHa BbITpsIXHYa TIOhSK, Ha KOTOPOM cuaena, u
ckaTepTb U3-noa nenewek. Cnoxwuna u ybpana. 3abpaB MeaHbIN Tas, ABMHYMACb AOMOM.
B 310 BpeMsa Aga Toxe obbsiBuna, 4YTo ega rotosa:

— O6ep roto.. {1 Hakpbina cton. Moiay npuHecy HeMHoro xneba.

Apga pacctaBuna Tapenku. Hoxu n Bunkm Toxe 6binm Ha Mecte. He xBaTasno TONbKO
xneba. [leBouka cnpbirHyna ¢ c¢yproHa BHM3. baliMakm Ha ManeHbKMX HOXKax pasneTe-
JIMCb B pasHble CTOPOHbl. OHa 6bicTpo nogobpana nx v Hagena Ha Horu. berom Hanpasu-
nacb K goMy. CroBHO BbDKMAAsi ee yxo4a, O4Ha aucTuxa, npuieTeB OTKyAa-To, cena Ha
kpai cdyproHa. CnepBa yaAMBIEHHO NOCMOTPeNa Ha Urpywku Afbl: MaacTMaccoBble Ta-
PESIKK, NOXKM U BUIIKKW, KACTPHOSI0, HAMNO/IHEHHYIO TPABOM M KaMellKaMu, Pa3HOLBETHbIE
CTEeK/IbILLKKM, HECKOMBbKO KHUXEK C KapTWHKaMu, LUBETHble KapaHgawu n Menuccy... Auc-
TVXa cMOTpena Ha Menuccy He oTpbiBas rnas... MocTosna, BuITSHYB e, YyTb 3aMsach
B HEpeLUNTETIbHOCTU 1, BHE3ArNHO CXBaTnB Menunccy 3a po3oBble BOJIOChI, MOAHSANAck B BO3-
AyX. DTO NpoM30LW/IO0 Kak pa3 B TOT MOMeHT, Koraa Afa, AepXa B pyke xneb, 6erom npu-
6nmxkanack K ¢yproHy. Ho Anctuxa yxe 6bina B Bo3gyxe. o3agn octanucb Kpuku Adpl:
«ManblwkKaaaaa...» Ho anctbl He NobST Bo3BpallaTh TO, YTO NPUCBONAN. AUCTUXA Haxo-
avnack B Hebe. Ho Bce elle cnblwana Kpukn 1 poiaaduns Agbl: «Manbllikaaaaaa...»
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Auctuxa netena Aonro, Aenasi BpeMsi OT BPEMEHW OCTaHOBKW. BHayane oHa cena
Ha CTOr ceHa, MoNoXMB Menuccy Ha XenTyro Cyxyto Tpasy. BHMMaTenbHO nocMoTpena Ha
Hee, NepeBopaynBast KNIOBOM B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI. [TOTOM BHOBb MO/ya cxBaTusla ee 3a po-
30Bble BOJIOCHl M NOAHANAchk B BO34yX. HaxoauBLUMeCs Ha 3eMne Noan U AoMa CTaHOBU-
JINCb BCE MeHbLUE U MeHbLUE. YXXe He CrbIWHO 66110 1 ronoca Aapl. Ho Menucca 6bina
yBepeHa, 4To Afa BCe elle nsadver. Ee HMKak He MOryT YHATb U yCrnokouTb. Ho BMecTe ¢
TEM OHa He peLuanacb 06BUHSTb B 3TOM AUCTMXY. HaBepHOE, KaXkablii aucT MMen NpaBo Ha
nprobpeTeHne Kykbl AN CBOMX NTEHUOB. HO, KOHEYHO Xe, He TakuM nyTeM. DTo 6b110
HaCTOSILUMM MOXMLLEHMEM. Aa MOKMHYNa CBOM JOMWK BCErO Ha HECKOMbKO MUHYT. AWC-
Tuxa 6e3 cnpocy «Hamana» Ha ee AOMMK W, B35IB B CBOW KJ/IOB ee NtobuMyto Manbiwiky,
ynetena. Ho, c Apyroi CTOpPOHbI, YTO OCTaBanock Aenatb Auctuxe? Beab He BCe XWuBble Cy-
LecTBa Tak yaaumBbl, Kak Jloaun, BeAb HU 3Mesl, HU NAryLwKa, HU C/IOH, HWU KUT WK anuct
HEe MOI/W, KaK Jtoau, OTNPaBUTLCS B MarasvH U ckasaTb: «bapbllwHs, 6yabTe A06pbl, AalTe
MHe BOT 3Ty KyKJly C PO30BbIMI BOSIOCAMU. Y MOEW AOYKM MU CbiHA HET KyKJbl». BOT mo-
yeMy Te, KTO OTHOCUT BOMPOCHI rpabexa v BOPOBCTBA U K XXMBOTHbIM, AOKHbI b6bITb He-
CKOMbKO OCTOPOXHbI, YTOObI HE Be3aThb B MX NpaBa. KOHeYHO xe, 3T0 6binn NnLb MbICn
Menuccbl. Ho B iaHHbI MOMeHT Menucca cuibHO ckydana no Age. OHa npeacTtaBnsnia Te
CYaCT/IMBbIE MUHYTbI, KOrAa OHW, CMAS HaNPOTWUB ApYr Apyra, env eay U3 ToW nnacTMac-
COBOW KacTpIOJibKK, M el CTaHOBWUOCh FPycTHO. He 3Hana, Kak 6biTb, 06BUHSATL MK HE
06BUMHSTb B 3TOM AUCTUXY, KOTOpas yTallumna ee B CBOeM KtoBe. Beab n CeMeH xana Toxe
3abpana ee Ana cBOMX AeTulLeK. AUCTMXa TOXE yTalumna ee Ans CBoMX NTeHUoB. Menucca
CpaBHMBaNa 3TUX ABYX MaTepen C MaTepsiMi BPOLLEHHBIX AETEN, XXMBLUMX B lavyre Ubl-
raHku. Kak cnyumnocb, Y4TO OHM He CMOrfM MontobuTb CBOMX AeTel NofobHO 3Ton Anc-
Tuxe? Menucca MHOro pasmbllfisana Hag 3TMMKM Boripocamu. EwWwé Haxogsacb B gome
UbIraHKK, OHa Habsogana 3a XMU3HbI0 3TUX BECNPU30PHMKOB, MOMHOW CTpadaHU U UCTS-
3aHuii. Ho BnepBble OHa AyMarna 06 3TOM, Hax0AsICb B BO3AYXE, K TOMY Xe B K/OBE aUcTa...

127



OHu neTenun AoBOMBLHO A0NTrO... HakoHel, AUCTMXa MOKPY>XKia BOKPYr O4HOro Kpa-
cmBoro goma. OHa onycTuniacb YyTb HWXKE, NMOTOM, BHE3AMNHO Pa3BUB CKOPOCTb, B3MblIa
BBepX. [Monetena u onyctunacb B 60MbLUOE FHE340, CBUTOE HA BbICOKOM 3M1eKTPUYECKOM
cTonbe. Me3a0 66110 CBUTO M3 HArPOMOXKAEHHbIX APYr Ha Apyra BETOK AepeBbeB. BHyTpu
rHe340 6bI10 YCTNIaHo TpaBoK, yCcesiHHOM nepbsiMi. HaBepHoe, UTo6bI FHE30 6bI/10 TEM/LIM
N MSATKNM.

MTeHubl AUCTUXK, 3aBUAEB WX, MPULLNW B ABMXEHUE. 3anuLLany, 3ax0nanamn Kpbl-
NbllwKamMn. Auctuxa nonoxuna Menuccy B camyro cepeaumHy. 3TO 03Ha4yano, Mos, «no-
urpaiTte Bce Tpoe». MTeHubl He 06paTan Ha Menuccy 0coboro BHUMaHWS. PackpbiB CBOM
K/ItOBbI, OHW XAanu efbl OT MaTepu. AMCTUXa CNOBHO Oblfla HECKOJIbKO O3aaadeHa. Moa-
XBaTuB Mennccy CBOMM KJIlOBOM, OHa BHOBb MOJIOXWUIIA e€ nocepeanHe, ClIOBHO 06bACHAS
UM: «[1eTKM, HY CKOJIbKO MOXHO €CTb, YesioBeYyeckue AeTu UrpatoT B KyK/ibl, TaK yBre-
KalTCA KHUraMu, 3aHUMatoTCH YTEHWEM U MUCbMOM, YTO HauYMHAIOT YrNpaBnsTb MUPOM. Bbl
TOXe 3aliMMUTECh 3TUM...» [locne 3TUX AEUCTBUIN AUCTUXM €& MTEHLbl CIOBHO OYHY/UCH.
PackpbIB Kpblsibsi, OHX CTanu 6utb Menuccy no wee, nuuy. NoTom Havanu KneeaTb U TON-
KaTb e€. HaBepHoe, 370 bbina MaHepa Urpbl anucTaT. MaTb-ancTuxa, OCTaBMB NTEHLIOB 3a
Urpoi, cama BHOBb yneTena. Ha aToT pa3 ob6s3aTenbHo 3a nuwein. Kak Tonbko AMcTuxa
yneTena, u3 LWenei rHesaa BbirisgHyM pasHoobpasHble Menkue nTuubl. OHU BbIlWAK U3
KPOXOTHBbIX, C NafOHb, MHE3AbIWeK. Bopobbu, ranku, ckeopubl... Menucca 6bii1a BocxuileHa
rOCTENPUUMCTBOM CEMENCTBA auCTOB. BbITSHYB rofioBbl MEXAY auCTSTaMu, OHU KieBasm
n wunann Menuccy. Menncca He 3Hana, nnakatb el UAK cMesTbcs. Bo3amMoXHO, YTo B
rHesfe Apyryx NTvL Y MOXHO 6bino 6bl CNOKOMHO NOXWTb. HO B rHE3/E€ auUCTOB Y>K OUYEHb
6bIM10 LWYMHO M MHOrO Hapoay...
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Menucca npoBoanna B rHe3fie amcra CBOK NEPBYIO HOYb. BbiNo cTpaHHoe ouwyule-
Hue. Haa eé ronoBoli He 6bIn0 KpbILWK, N1Lb TEMHOE HebO, ycesiHHOe 3Be3aamu. CBeTuna
NyHa. bonblwe Huyero. Menncca kak 6yaTo Hadana mobuTb TaKyto XM3Hb. HO MHorga eé
rofIoBy noceLlany Takme MbiCnn: «ITuubl XMBYT B A0Max 6€3 KpbllK, KaK YIMYHbIE AeTU-
6ecnpusopHuKK. Ho y NTu1L XoTs 6bl €CTb FHE3AE, @ Y MUKM 1 ero Apy3el — TONbKO YULIbI.
XonoaHble ynuupl 6e3 Tenna n 3awmTbl...» CpaBHMBAs XU3Hb MUKK C APY3bSMU U CEMbU
Anbl, Menucca xotena nobnarogapuTtb poauTeNei, CyMeBLUMX NOCTPOUTb FHE3A0 CBOWUM
nTeHuaM, X03s1eB 3TOro0 rHe3ga — oTuUa-amcTa u MaTb-aucTuxy.

CnblwHbl 6bINK rofioca NETy4MX Mblen. To 1 Aeno Menbkanu ux TeHu. Bpems ot
BpeMeHM TO OTeL-auCT, TO MaTb-aucTuxa, NOAHSB rofI0BY, BCKAKMBaIM C MeCTa, 30pKO
yCTaBMB CBOW I11a3a B CTOPOHY WyMa. M Tonbko ybeamBLUMCh B OTCYTCTBME ONAcHOCTM, OHU
BHOBb 3acbkinanun. A Menncca He Morna 3acHyTb. OHa C yA0BObLCTBMEM co3epLiana Hebo 1
3BE3abl. Ha Hebe Kakas-To CBeTALWasiCs ToUKa JfieTena Ha 60/blUo CKOpOCTU. BHUMa-
TeNbHO MpUrNsSAEBLUMCb, Menncca noHsna, YTo 3To caMonét. OHa BCMOMHMNA TOT AEHb,
Korga npuneTtena Ha caMonéTe B 3Ty CTpaHy. YeCTHO roBopsl, OHa COBCEM He coxxaneeT 06
atoM. ConHeyHasi, Ténnas cTpaHa. [lobpoxenaTesbHble U rocTeNpUUMHbIE Ntoan. Ho oHa
BHOBb BCMOMHMW/IA Ty CTapyto KyKObLUMLY, eé 3ab0TNMBblE PYKM U MENOANYHBIN rofnoc. U
Menwncca 3acHyna...

— Mama, Mama, cKoper, aucT ynan... Mama...

Menucca oTkpbina rnasa. [onoc Wén cHuay. 3T1o 6bln AeTckuid ronoc. OH nnakan u
Kpuyan.

— Mama, auct ynan... Ckopei. KaxeTtcs, ero Tok yaapu...

B rHe3ae Toxe Bce 6blnn BCTPeBOXKEHbI. MaTb-ancTuxa, Maxas KpbibsMK, 34aBana
CTpaHHble 3BYKW. BCTpeBOXKeHHble NTEeHLbI, KMAasiCb U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY B rHe3ae, CTa-
panuncb NpMXaTbCs K MaTepu. Bopobbm, ranku, CKBOpLbI, CTOSI Ha pa3HbIX 3TaXax B rHe3Ae,
Hanepeboli kpuyanu.

128



OHV nepenpbirMBanu C NpyTMka Ha MPYTUK, He 3Hasi, Kak MOMOYb 3TON A06poM
CeMbe, NMPUIOTUBLLEN KX.

BHM3y ronocos ctano 6onblue. KTo-TO BCTPEBOXXEHHO rOBOPWII:

— He 6oiics, cbiHOK, He 6oiicst. Hnuyero He cnyumntcsi ¢ auctoM... CMOTpY, BUAMLLb, OH
XuB... He nnaub, AeTka, s cermyac xe AOCTaB/IO ero K AOKTopY.

3TOT rosioc nokasancsa Menucce HaCTONbLKO POAHLIM, YTO B MOpbIBE YBUAETL TOrO,
KOMY npuHagnexan 3T0T rofioc, OHa YyTb He BbINpbIrHYAa U3 rHe3ga. KTo xe 31o 6bin?

BHW3Yy nocnbiwancs wyM MoTopa:

— Buawiub, cbiHOK, 51 B3sina ero. Ceiyac NosoXy B MallMHY M AOCTaBO K BETEPU-
Hapy. Y NTuL ecTb CBOMN AOKTOp. BeTepuHap 06s3aTenbHO BblneunT ero... Obelyato Tebe.

MawwvHa Bblexana co ABopa. MaTb-aucTuxa Toxe, B3MaxHyB KpblIbsiMWU, NOAHSIACh
B Bo3ayX. OHa Hayana netaTb Haj MalnHOW. Menucca BCE elwé Haxoaunach noa aew-
CTBMEM YCNbILAHHOro rosioca. M BoT 370 cobbiThe... OTeu-ancT NpPUKOCHYACS K 3NeKTpu-
yeckoMy nposoay. Ho Menucca 6bina yBepeHa, UTo nTuua BbbKMBET. EN Kas3anocb, 4To
XXWMbLOB 3TOro rHe3aa A0/MKHbI MMHOBATh BCe 6efbl, MOTOMY YTO OHM 6biNn OYEHb MUSIO-
cepAHbl. [puioTnAM B CBOEM rHesge CTOMIbKO NTuL,. borblias YacTb NULK, KOTOPYIO OHU
NPUHOCUAMW, AOCTaBanacb NPUIOTUBLLMMCS B 3TOM rHesae nTvuaM. 3a BCé 3To fobpo 06s-
3aTeNIbHO A0/MKHO ObITb BO3HArpa)kaeHne. TpeBOXHbIE MUHYTbI OXXMAAHUS CMEHSNN Apyr
Aapyra. BHu3y pasroBapuBanu ABoe AeTen:

— Tbl BUAEN, Korga ynan auct?

— [a, 5 6bin BO ABOpe. Bapyr yBuaen, Kak 13 NpoBOAOB MosiBUIACh Uckpa. U amct
KaMHeM ynan Ha 3ems0. Mama roBopuT, YTO BbDKUBET.

— MoxeT 6bITb...

— He roBopu Tak. O6si3aTenbHO BbKMBET. HaBepHOe, y HEro Tam B rHesge ocra-
JIUCb MTEHUBbI.

— Bo3moxHo... He 3Hato.

— [a, ectb. OHM UenbiMM OHSIMW TacKalT B MHE340 KOPM... 3HauuT, TaMm eCTb
nTeHubl...

MoToM nocnbiwancs ryn MawuHbl:

— Mama BepHynaceo...

lonoca aeten B3BoMHOBaNM U Menuccy. MTeHUbl aucTa Toxe nuianu. BHoBb no-
CNbILWIAJICS POAHOW rofoc:

— AnCT XuB, CbIHOK. HO OH mepexwn TpaBMy, NOTOMY Mnoka cnab. U ewwé...

— [a, MaMouKa, 4To eLg?

— OH TaK CUNbHO yAapuics O 3eMto, YTO CrioMan cebe HOXKY.

— Hoxky? Mama...

— Yto nopenaewsb. NaBHOE, YTO OH XUB. W BeTEpMHap okasan eMy Heobxoanmyto
nomolLub. M Mbl Toxxe ByeM yxaxkmeaTb 3@ HUM, YTOBbl NOCKOpPEE BbI3AOPOBES.

Crano Tmxo. MoToM BHOBb MOC/bILIAJCS FO0C MasibymnKa:

— Mama, MOXHO nonpocuTb Tebs 06 oaHoN Bewwn?

— KoHe4YHO, MOXXHO, CbIHOK.

— MaMma, naBaii NepeHecéM rHeso aucta B Apyroe Mecto. B 6e3onacHoe MecTo.
YT06bI HE XXM NOA INEKTPUYECKMMIX NPOBOAAMM. ..

Mocnbilancs rofoc MaTepu, Tak B3BOSIHOBABLIMI Menucey:

— BepHo rosopuib. O6a3aTenbHO Hago. Mbl AoMmkHbI BblIM caenaTb 3TO YXKe AaBHO.
Toraa 6bl He CTyuMnoCh BCEro 3Toro. XopoLuo, CbiHOK, 3aBTpa CKaXeM OTLY, YTO6bl OH Bbi-
3Bas KaMeHLwumKa. Mbl MOCTPOUM AN151 HUX B 6€30MacHOM MecTe BO ABope 6allHIo 1 nepe-
CenivM rHe3ao Ha eé Kpbiuy.

OHu npownn B AoM. onoca npekpaTnnmcb. MaTb-anctmxa onycTunacb B rHe3zo.
BbITsiHYNa Lweto Brepéa, 1 NTeHLUbl NpuKanucb K Heil. Menncca AymMana v ragana, KoMy mMor
npuvHaanexaTb 3TOT PoAHON ronoc. Mepea eé rnasamu npoHecnach Bes eé xu3Hb. CTana
KonaTbCs B MaMATU. BbiBOA, K KOTOPOMY OHa MpuLuia, 3actaBui €€ coaporHyTbCs.
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M He 6yab OHa KyK/oW, Aaxke BCrakHyna 6bl. A MOXET, M Ha CaMOM [ene BCrnak-
Hyna. Y>X HaBepHsika pactporanacb Ao cne3. U BbITaHyTas Bnepes rosiosa AUCTUXW Mpu-
nana K ee Lieke. Menucca 3abbiia 060 BceM. Ceityac camoe rinaBHoe 6bIno No3aboTUTbCs
06 37Ol ceMbe, CTaTb el onopow. A 3To Menucca ymena nyuylle BCEX...
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— Mama, Mbl cerogHst 6yaem nepecensaTb rHE340 ancTa?

— [a, cbiHOK, BeyepoM. lNocne paboThl...

Menucca ycnbllana ux pasroBop. 3HaunT, 3TUM BeYepoM... CeEMENCTBO ancToB U3-
6aBuTCA OT onacHocTU. M Menwncca, HakoHEU-TO, YBUAUT XO35IMKY 3TOrO rosoca... Bpemsi
Kak 6yaTo ocTaHOBWIOCk. [leHb nokasancsa Menucce TakuM gonrmm. M He Tonbko Menucce,
HO ¥ TOMY MaJibuMKy C AEBOYKOM, XMBYLUMM B 3TOM KPacMBOM [OME.

— YT10-TO MaMa ornasabiBaeT...

— He onasabiBaeT. OHW Bceraa NpuxoasT B 3TO BpeMsi... Mbl Xe celvac B oxuaa-
HUW... 1 NO3TOMY HaM KaXKeTcs, 4To JONrO...

Mana c Mamoli BepHynucb. M He ogHW. Bcnea 3a Mx MaliMHOW ABuUrancs 60MbLIoi
NOABbEMHBIN KpaH. XXenTblil, BEIMYECTBEHHbBIN. M3 NOABEMHOMO KpaHa Bbllun ABoe. Ha ro-
N0BE y HMX 6bIs WneM, n o4eThl OHKM BbIIM B CIYXKebHYH0 cneuoaexay — KOMOUHE30H Xer-
TOro, KaK 1 caMm KpaH, LBeTa.

— Bbl 4OMXHbI BbITb KpaliHE OCTOPOXHbI. Mbl A0/MKHBI CAENATb TaK, YTOObI MTULbI MO-
BEPUN B A06POXKENATENBHOCTb HALLMX HAMEPEHWI, HE TO OHM MOTYT MOKMHYTb FHE3A0 U
yneteTb.

Mana c MaMoii NOAXOAMIM K HECKOIbKMM KpaHOBLUMKaM 1, 06paTB BHUMaHWE Ha UX
oaexay, noBefeHne, MaHepy pa3roBopa, NPMMEPHO NPeanoIoXUAN, Kakoe BhevaTieHme
OHW MOTYT MPOM3BECTU Ha NTUL. HakoHeL, OHM MocYMTany npuexasLUnX C HUMW KpaHOB-
LUMKOB NOAXOASALMMM ANst NpeacTosiein paboTbl. MpUBETAMBbLIN, APY>XENO6HbIA MOOAON
YeNIoBEK W TOMNCTbIN My)XUYMHA CPEAHUX NET C NOCEAEBLUEN paHblle BPEMEHN roIoBol. OHM
MOCTaBUIN MOABLEMHbIN KpaH PSAOM C 3/IEKTPUYECKMM CTON6OM. KpaH moaHsincs BBepx,
OCTaHOBMBLUMCb MPSIMO PSAOM C rHe340M. Monoov YenoBeK Haxoawucs BHYTPU KOBLUA
KpaHa. ToNcTak ynpaensna kKpaHoM. OH AeCcTBOBa MO yKa3aHWIo napHs. KpaH 0CTOPOXHO
Npuénmn3nncs K riesay. MapeHb BHavane yblbHyCcs, NOTOM, HaKIOHUBLLMCh FOSTIOBOW Brie-
pen, BbITSHYN PYKW B CTOPOHY rHe3aa. AUCTMXM B rHe34e He 6bi1o. ManeHbKue ancTsTa u
apyrve obutatenu rHesga 6e3 yMosky WyMHO rangenu. Mpexae 4yeM CHSATb co cTonba
rHe3no, nNapeHb AomkeH 6bin 3abpaTh NTEHLOB M CNYCTUTb MX BHU3. OCTasbHbIE XWbLbl
— BOpOObM, ranku, CKBOpLbl — BblM Ype3BbIYaNHO MPOBOPHbIE M MOABMXKHbIE. 3aMETUB
napHsl, OHW TYT >X€ BCMOPXHY/M U pa3fieTenncb B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI. B rHesae octaBanucb
Tpu NTeHua n Menncca. MNapeHb OCTOPOXHO, MOCBUCTbIBAsA, B35/1 MTEHLOB B PyKU U ONy-
CTWUN MX B KOP3UHY. MOTOM KPUKHY/ BHU3:

— 34€ech eLle M KyKa ecTb... — TaM, BHU3Y, €r0 He yCblWwanu. — Sreiiiit... 9 ¢ Bamu.
[oBOpIO, 34€eCh ellle 1 Kykna ecTb. bpaTtb nnu He 6paTb?

— Y710, KYKNa, roBopuvilb? — YaMBUANUCb BHU3Y.

ManbyuK C AEBOYKON OXUBUANCH:

— Mama, 4To, Yy NTuL TOXe 6bIBalOT KYKSIbI?

— Bnepsble cribiwy... — He CMOrfa CKpbITb YAnBAeHUs Mama. — HaBepHoe, 6biBatoT.
— 1, 3afpaB ronoBy, cka3ana: — bepu, KOHeYHo e, 6epu. 3abupaii 1 KyKny NTUL.

MapeHb, noceBucTbIBas, 3abpan n Mennccy. MoBepTeB ee B pyKe, HE yAep)Kasncs:

— Hy, cnacnbo BaM, NTuLbl. XopoLunii BKYC Y Bac. KpacuBasi KyKosika...

Mo 3HaKy napHsi TONCTAK ONYCTWU/ KOBLU KpaHa BHU3. Bce ctonnunmck y KosLwa. lNep-
BOW, KTO axHy/, 6bl1a Mama.

— 370 Tbl... Kykna ntud... Most Munas Menucca.

Mama nnakana. [leTv yauBneHHO B3upasnu Ha Hee.
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— Mama, Mama, 4To ¢ To60i, MoYeMy Tak niadyellb?

— Mama, Tebe xanko ntuu, Aa? Beab Mbl He pasopunun ux rHesga. NMpocto nepe-
Hecnu B 6e30nacHoe MecTo.

Monogas xeHwmHa npwxkana Menuccy K rpyau:

— Mos poporas. 3Haelb, CKonbko 8 Tebs uckana. Jonro uckana. B ToT geHb wen
[AoXab. He goxab, a HacTosLWmMiA IMBEHb, HO S Bpoamna no ynvuam. Besge nckana Tebs.
Mosi Menucca... Ho Tebsa Hurge He 6bino. Thl ywna...

Menucca He owmnbnacbk. Ycbilwae B NepBblii pa3 ee rofioc, oHa, HECMOTPS Ha ToO,
YTO MPOLLJIO MHOTO JIET, Y3Hana 30xpy. M Tenepb cnesbl 30Xpbl Nalanu e Ha Lo, Kak U1
B AetctBe. Koraa nnakana, Bcerga npwxkumana Menuccy K nudy, 4Tobbl HUKTO He BUAEN
ee cne3. Cnesbl 30Xpbl 3aMBanu 1MUo Mennccbl, Kak 1 ceiyac. Bce ¢ yaneneHmem cMoT-
penu Ha Hux. [eTu, nana, Mo/oAON MapeHb U My>YMHA-TOMCTAK. 30Xpa HE MOr/la OTo-
pBaTbCa OT Menucceol:

— He yausnsiitecb, aetn. 31o Menucca. Mos kykna. To ecTb Kykna Ballei MaMsbl. Ee
Kyrnun MHe oTel. B 60/blIOM MarasvHe Co CTEK/ISIHHOM BUTpUHOW. OHa nexana BHYTpu
)KenesHon ceTuaTon KopamHkM. Cama Bbibpana ee. A NOTOM noTepsina. B To Bpems s 6bina,
Kak 1 Bbl, MasfieHbkoW AeBo4Ykoi. I Menucca 6bi1a Moei caMoi 6n3Koi NoAPYKKOM...

KpaH BHOBb HanpaBuics B CTOPOHY rHe3fa Ha aneKkTpuyeckoMm ctonbe. Tenepb B
KOBLLUE HaxoAMSIMCb MapeHb BMECTe C OTUOM AeTer. OHU JO/MKHBI BblM TaK OCTOPOXXHO
CHSITb FHe370, 4Tobbl M3 Hero He BbiMan HY oaMH NpyTUK. OCTopoXHO. HexHo. C nobo-
BblO...

nusior

CeMelCTBO anCTOB YK€ HECKOJIbKO AHEN Mo No HOBOMY aapecy. B 6esonacHom
MecTe, noa HabnoaeHneM 3a60TuBLIX Noaen. OTel-auct Toxe 6bin ¢ HUMKU. ABCONIOTHO
300p0BbIA. CUbHBIN U Fopablit. MTeHLbl 6b1IM CYACTIMBLI. HE30 OracnIoCh UX BECESbIM
webeToM. Llenbiit AeHb OHM CBOMM LiebeTaHUEM 06CYXXAann Kakue-TO BaXkHble ANS HUX
BOMpPOCbl. KTO-TO M3 HMX B 3HaK COriacusl N1LLasn, KTO-TO B 3HaK HECOrnacus Kadasn roso-
BOM, B3bEPOLUMB Mepbsi. HO K KOHLY AHS, KaXXETCS, OHU CMOT/IM MPUIATK K 06LLEMY peLle-
HW0. MaTb-anCTVxa BefIMYEeCTBEHHO BCTaa. Kak 1 B NepBbii AeHb NosiBfieHnst Mennccol B
rHe3ge, AMCTMXa, CXBaTVB ee CBOMM K/IOBOM 3a pO30Bble BOSIOChI, NOAHSANa BBEPX. [10TOM
CTana NnogHOCUTb ee MO o4Yepean K KaxxaoMy nTeHuy. lNTeHubl Havanu TepeTbcs 06 Hee
CBOMMM K/tOBaMK. MeniMcca NoHsina, YTo 3To NpoLlaHme no-ntuubemMy. CaMblii ManeHbKUIA
N 4yyTb 6onee XUnbl U3 NTEHLOB, CXBaTMB CBOMM K/tOBOM Menmccy 3a po30Bble BOSOCHI,
noTsHyn ee kK cebe. OTeu-ancT, cobnpascb YTO-TO CKa3aTb, Ha4Yas pacKpbiBaTb M 3aKpbl-
BaTb CBOM K/toB. CriabeHbKMIM U XMITbIN NTEHEL, COrNacusicst C HUM 1 OTNYCTWUA BOSIOCkl Me-
JMccbl. B nocneaHuii pas oH npunan rosioBoi K ee nuuy... MaTb-anuctuxa, aepxxa Menvccy
B KJIIOBE, NMOAHSNACh B BO3A4yX...

Mama ¢ nanoi BepHyucb ¢ paboTbl. [eTn 6eranu no ABOpY, NoMorasi BbIHOCUTb
BELUM M3 MALLWHbI. TO NPOM30LL/IO B OAHO MrHOBEHME. MaTb-anucTmxa 3akpy>xuna Hag ux
ronosamu. Bce Havanu cneamTb 3a CTpaHHbIM noBeAeHneM AUCTUXU. AUCTMXa ONyCTUIachb
nepen Mamoi. OHa nonoxuna Menuccy Ha 3emMiio U yneTena... 3oxpa noaHsna Menuccy.
OHa BHMMaTesbHO NOCMOTPENa BCea 3a yneTatolen AUCTMXON U YyTb CbILLHO NpoLuen-
Tana:

— Cnacunbo Tebe, AucTrxa. OTO A4S MEHS CaMblii Yy[eCHbIN NOAApoK Ha CBETeE...
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