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UUnniioonn ooff AAccaaddeemmiieess

President oof tthe AAzerbaijan NNational AAcademy oof
Sciences ((ANAS), AAcademician IIsa HHabibbeyli, ppar-
ticipated aand ddelivered aa sspeech aat tthe FFounding
Conference oof tthe IInternational UUnion oof
Academies, hheld iin AAthens, tthe ccapital oof GGreece, oon
February 99-111, 22026.

At the plenary 
session of the
Founding Conference,
following the 
opening address by
President of the
Academy of Athens,
A c a d e m i c i a n
N i k i f o r o s
D i a m a n d o u r o s ,  
former President of
the Hellenic
Republic and

Honorary Professor of the University of Athens,
Prokopios Pavlopoulos, delivered a report titled "Myth
and Reality in the Age of Artificial Intelligence."

In addition, reports were presented and discussions
held at the plenary session on the topics of "Artificial
Intelligence, Human Health and Intelligence,"
"Collective and Economic Perspectives in Artificial
Intelligence," "Innovation and Competitiveness: The
Development and Future of the European Economy,"
"Digital Archaeology and the Human Factor," and
"Climate Change in the Anthropocene and the
Resilience of Cultural Heritage in the Mediterranean
Basin."

At the Founding Conference of the International
Union of Academies, held on February 10, 2026, in the
Neoclassical Hall of the Academy of Athens, 
Vice-President of the Academy of Athens, Academician
Christos Zerefos, was elected Chair of the Board of the
International Union of Academies.

During the meeting, full members and honorary
members of the International Union of Academies were
elected from academies of sciences representing 41
countries, and candidates for membership were 
determined. The Azerbaijan National Academy of
Sciences was elected among the honorary members of
the International Union of Academies.

As part of the visit, ANAS President Academician
Isa Habibbeyli met with President of the Turkish
Academy of Sciences, Professor Muzaffer Øeker, to 
discuss issues of mutual cooperation and upcoming
events related to the First Turkology Congress. He also
held meetings with President of the Austrian Academy
of Sciences, Professor Heinz Fa mann, and 
Vice-President of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences,
Wanda Lamm.

Participants of the Founding Conference of the
International Union of Academies also familiarized
themselves with Greece's ancient historical monuments
and classical cultural heritage.

On FFebruary 113, aa sscientific
session ttitled ""The CCreative
Legacy oof tthe GGreat AArchitect
Ajami NNakhchivani" wwas hheld
at tthe MMain BBuilding oof tthe
Azerbaijan NNational AAcademy
of SSciences ((ANAS), oorgan-
ized bby tthe IInstitute oof
Architecture aand AArt.

Opening the event, ANAS
President Academician Isa
Habibbeyli highlighted the 
scientific significance of the 
session, held in accordance with
President Ilham Aliyev's Order
dated December 30, 2025, "On
the Celebration of the 900th
Anniversary of Ajami
Nakhchivani." He emphasized
that the coincidence of the 900th
anniversary with the "Year of
Urban Planning and Architecture"
reflects the unity of historical 
heritage and modern development
strategies, once again demonstrating
the continuity and contemporary
relevance of Azerbaijan's 
architectural traditions.

Academician Isa Habibbeyli
noted that the art and personality
of Ajami Nakhchivani have
always received great attention
from the state. He recalled that,
on the initiative of National
Leader Heydar Aliyev, the 850th
anniversary of the prominent
architect was solemnly celebrated
in Azerbaijan in 1976. He added
that he personally attended the
anniversary events held in the city
of Nakhchivan that year.

Academician Isa Habibbeyli
also recalled President Ilham
Aliyev's Order dated May 22,
2025, "On Measures Related to
the Restoration and Conservation
of the Momine Khatun
Mausoleum, a Monument of
World Significance Located in
the City of Nakhchivan." He
noted that this document, signed
to preserve the mausoleum's
unique historical appearance and
pass it on to future generations,
carries important strategic 
significance.

The ANAS President 
emphasized that a museum
reflecting the Atabegs period has
been established on the first floor
of the Momine Khatun
Mausoleum, one of the 
masterpieces of Nakhchivan 
architecture, and that National
Leader Heydar Aliyev visited the
museum. Academician Isa
Habibbeyli stated that in 2025 he
discovered historical photographs
of that visit and published them
for the first time in an article
about Ajami Nakhchivani.

He noted that Ajami
Nakhchivani's activity was close-
ly linked to the city of
Nakhchivan, the capital of the
powerful Atabegs state, which
holds a special place in
Azerbaijan's history of statehood
and was one of the cultural 
centers of the Near East. Among
the magnificent monuments in
Nakhchivan, the Momine Khatun
Mausoleum and the Yusuf ibn
Kuseyir Mausoleum, products of
Ajami's genius, occupy a worthy
place among the masterpieces of
the Islamic world. According to
him, the Gulustan Mausoleum,
considered one of the legacies of
the Ajami architectural school, is
also a valuable monument of
Nakhchivan's ancient architectural
tradition.

Describing Ajami Nakhchivani
as one of the brightest figures in
the history of Azerbaijani culture,
the ANAS President stated that
his legacy was not limited to
architecture and that his image
has also been reflected in fine art.
He stressed that Ajami was not
only a great architect but also the
founder of an entire architectural
school. Ajami's remarkable 
legacy served as a school in itself
and exerted a strong influence on
the architecture of Azerbaijan and
the countries of the Near East in
subsequent centuries.

Academician Isa Habibbeyli
also spoke about the work carried
out at ANAS to study Ajami
Nakhchivani's heritage. He noted
that Academician Abdulvahab
Salamzade, from the mid-20th
century onward, succeeded in 
scientifically revealing Ajami's
artistic world. The initial research
of the Nakhchivan architectural
school is associated with his
name. In addition, in Azerbaijani
literature, Ajami Nakhchivani's
life and work have become the

subject of artistic works written in
various genres.

The Director of the Institute of
Architecture and Art,
Corresponding Member of ANAS
Ertegin Salamzade, then presented
a report titled "The Influence of
Ajami Nakhchivani's Creative
Work on World Architecture." He
provided information about 
architecturally significant 
complexes and historical 
monuments erected in Nakhchivan
and other cities of the republic.
His report offered a detailed 
analysis of Ajami's creative 
legacy. Ertegin Salamzade 
discussed the impact of the great
architect's compositions and 
decorative ornamentation 
techniques not only on Azerbaijani
architecture but also on architectural
structures across the Near East. He
noted that the ornamental 
compositions characteristic of
Ajami's work are based on an
organic combination of artistic
expression and mathematical
thought.

Reports were also delivered by
Rahiba Aliyeva, Doctor of
Architecture and Associate
Professor, Head of Department at
the Institute of Architecture and
Art, on the topic "Witness to
Eight Centuries: The
Magnificence of Ajami's Art"; by
Gulnara Gambarova, Associate
Professor at Nakhchivan State
University and PhD in
Architecture, on "The Legacy of
Architect Ajami in Near Eastern
Architecture"; and by Brilliant
Jafarli, Researcher at the
Department of Architecture,
Urban Planning and Restoration
of Monuments of the Institute of
Art, Language and Literature of
the Nakhchivan Branch, on
"Symbolic Meanings of Certain
Geometric Ornaments in the
Creative Work of the
Architectural Genius Ajami
Nakhchivani."
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