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This article focuses on economic cooperation within the foreign policy of
Azerbaijan. While cooperation encompasses various dimensions across political,
economic, cultural, and humanitarian (social) spheres, this paper hones in on the
economic aspect of collaborative efforts. Specifically, the purpose of the study is to
examine how Azerbaijan engages in productive collaboration within regional
organizations, a sub-category of international organizations, to advance its
economic interests. This research emphasizes Azerbaijan’s proactive role in
shaping and driving cooperative endeavors on the global stage. These endeavors
can be characterized as dedicated on promoting economic interests of the country.
The practical significance of the analyses is to offer insights into the dynamics of
economic cooperation within regional organizations from the perspective of
emerging discussion on ‘rising regional states’ in international relations. The
method of the study is based on systematic analysis of official documents (i.e.
declarations, agreements and others), speeches, and news from official websites of
Azerbaijan and regional organizations. The author collected thematic patterns
emerging from those sources and organized them around narratives inspired by
theoretical discussions of ‘rising regional states’ phenomenon.

C.§5.Museyibzada

AZDORBAYCANIN REinNAL TOSKILATLARLA IQTIiSADI
OMOKDASLIGININ GENIiSLONDIRILMOSI

Acar sozlar: iqtisadi amakdashq, regional toskilatlar, nagliyyat, enerji,
torafdasiiq

Mogalodo Azarbaycanin xarici siyasatinds iqtisadi omokdashigin rolu
Oyronilir. ©Omokdasliq siyasi, iqtisadi, madani vo humanitar (sosial) kimi muxtalif
sahalori shate etso do, mogaloda amokdasliq saylerinin igtisadi aspektina digqgat
yetirilir. Konkret olarag, todgiqatin osas moqgsadi Azorbaycanin regional
toskilatlarda iqtisadi maraglarim1 midafio vo inkisaf etdirmok Ggln hamin
toskilatlarin torkibinds qurdugu mohsuldar amakdasliglar1 arasdirmaqdir. Magalada
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homginin Azorbaycanin beynolxalq migyasda omokdasliglarin formalagsmasinda
6zlinamaxsus rolu vurgulanir. Bu saylari ilk ndvbads Olkonin igtisadi maraqlarini
tomin etmoys yOnlondirilmis hesab etmok olar. Mogalo Azorbaycanin regional
togkilatlar corgivosinds iqtisadi smokdasliginin dinamikasina dair fikirlor togdim
etmok moagsadi dasiyir. Bununla da moagalods aparilan tohlillorin praktik shomiyyati
beynolxalg minasibatlords “regional glclor”lo bagl yaranan elmi diskussiyalara 6z
hissosini qosmaqdir. Todqiqatin metodu rasmi sanadlarin (yani bayannamalor,
saziglor va s.), Azarbaycanin va regional toskilatlarin rosmi internet sohifalorindoki
xabarlarin va gixiglarn sistematik tohliline asaslanir. Misllif homin manbalords 6no
¢ixan movzulart toplaytb vo onlart “regional guclor” fenomeninin nozori
diskussiyalarina asaslanaraq yeni elmi tohlillor aparir.

JDic. L. Myceub3aoe

PACIHMPEHHUE SKOHOMHUYECKOI'O COTPY JHUYECTBA
A3EPBAUIKAHA YEPE3 PETUOHAJIBHBIE OPTTAHU3 AU

Knrueevie cnosa: sxonomuueckoe compy()lml{ecmeo, PECUOHAIbHbLE
opzarusayuu, mpancnopm, IHepcusl, napntHepcmeo

Cratbsa IMOCBANICHA 3KOHOMUYCCKOMY COTPYAHUUYCCTBY B cq)epe BHEIIIHEH
nmoyTUKe  AzepOaiikana. XoOTs COTPYIHHYECTBO OXBAaThIBACT pPa3IHMIHbBIC
U3MEPEHUS B IIOJIUTHYECKOW, JKOHOMUYECKOW, KYIbTYPHOM M TI'yMaHUTAPHOHN
(commanibHOM) cdepax, B JJaHHOW CTaThe OCHOBHOC BHHUMAHHE YICISICTCS
9KOHOMUYCCKOMY ACIICKTY COBMECTHBIX yCHHHﬁ. B HYaCTHOCTH, eJIbO
UCCIICIOBAHUS SIBIISIETCST M3y4YeHHE TOro, Kak AsepOaillpkaH ydacTByeT B
MNpOAYKTHBHOM COTPYAHHNYCCTBE C PEeruoHaJIbHBIMHA OpraHu3anusaMu,
HOZ[K&TCFOpI/ICfI MECKAYHAPOAHBIX OpFaHHSaHHﬁ, oJid OpPOABMIKCHHA  CBOUX
9KOHOMHYECKHUX HHTEPECOB. B stom HCCIICAOBAHUN ITOAYCPKUBACTCA aAKTHBHAA
ponb A3zepbaiimxana B (OpPMHUPOBAaHMM M Pa3BUTHH COBMECTHBIX YCHIHMH Ha
MHPOBOW apeHe. ITH YCHINS MOXHO OXapaKTepHU30BaTh KaK HaIIPaBJICHHBIC Ha
MNPpOABUIKCHUEC 3SKOHOMUUYCCKUX HHTCPCCOB CTpPAHBL. HpaKTI/I‘leCKaH 3HAYUMOCTH
aHanm3a 3akKIoYaeTcss B TOM, YTOOBI JaTh TMPEACTAaBICHHE O JIUHAMHKE
9KOHOMUYCCKOI'0 COTPYAHUUICCTBA B PECTHOHAJIbHBIX OpPraHru3anusaX ¢ TOUYKU 3PCHUA
BOSHI/IKa}OHIefI OUCKYCCUHN O «PEruOHAIIBHBIX JAC€piKaBax» B MEXIYHAPOIHBIX
OTHOIIICHUSAX. MGTO,Z[ HCCJI€a0BaHUA OCHOBAH Ha CHCTEMATHYCCKOM AaHAJIN3€
oQHIMATBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB (TO €CTh JCKJIApaldid, COTJANICHUA U JPYTuXx),
BBICTYIUIEHH W HOBOCTEM C oOQUIHMaIbHBIX CalTOB AsepOalikaHa ¢
pPETHOHANBHBIX OpraHu3anuid. ABTOp COOpal TeMbl, OCBEUICHHBIE B 3THX
HNCTOYHUKAX, U IIPOBOJUT HOBBINA HayLIHBIP'I aHaJIn3, OCHOBAHHBIN Ha TEOPECTUICCKUX
JAUCKYCCHUAX O (bGHOMCHC «PCTUOHAJIBHBIX ACPIKAB».

Introduction

Peace movements and policymakers of the 19™ century advocated for
the establishment of international structures, believing in the idea that
humanity can create systems to discourage war and promote peaceful
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cooperation [29, p.151]. Therefore, two crucial premises of international
organizations, also true for regional organizations, emerged in the 19"-
century Europe: first, urge to warn against and if possible control inter-state
conflicts to achieve Kantian ‘perpetual peace’; second, facilitate inter-state
cooperation, which is more relevant to this article [14, p.422].

Harold K.Jacobson, a scholar on the international politics, categorizes
international organizations into three different types, which encompass those
focused on security and peace, economic matters, and issues related to social
welfare and human rights [11, p.3]. For Harold K.Jacobson ‘economic
matters’ constituted a crucial component of cooperation within international
organization (10s), even leading to special 10s dedicated to such matters.
Thus, Jacobson’s depiction is useful in perceiving the ‘economic mission’ of
the international organizations.

Although realism and liberalism essentially differ in explaining the
raison d’étre and power of international organizations, they do not exclude
the idea that 10s help states to establish cooperative relations. Especially, the
increasing globalization of the economy enhances interdependence among
states. As states deal with the structural shifts linked to globalization, they
may find motivations to engage in international collaboration collectively.
Liberalism goes as far as claiming that the economic cooperation is a basic
form of cooperation® — ‘low politics’ — that can potentially incentivize and
intensify a political level cooperation — *high politics’ (1, p.154-161).

The role of rising regional powers (RRPs) in fostering economic
cooperation within regional organizations, while simultaneously advancing
their national interests, has become increasingly apparent in the
contemporary global landscape. As former UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan asserts “My long experience at the United Nations has shown me that
the small states of the world... are more than capable of holding their own. |
would even go so far as to say that their contributions are the very glue of
progressive international cooperation for the common good” [22].

Despite their smaller economies and limited foreign policy
apparatuses, rising regional powers such as Azerbaijan have demonstrated
extraordinary capabilities in leveraging regional organizations to mitigate
these disadvantages and promote their economic and strategic interests.
While disagreeing with the Scandinavian school of thought on the claim that
relatively weak aggregate structural power (i.e. smaller economies) of rising
regional powers makes them less attractive as coalition partners and
incapable to influence economic negotiations, this article also partially
supports the Scandinavian school by illustrating how RRPs benefit most

! Note: Under this category, we also see technical and social cooperation too.
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from “institutionalized, cooperative and peaceful international system [26,
p.4-11].”

By participating in regional organizations, RRPs can access a variety
of strategies to enhance their influence, including coalition-building,
cooperation with specialized agencies, and leveraging the support of the 10s
[16]. Rising regional powers share several characteristics that enhance their
effectiveness in regional organizations. For instance, they are adept at
developing networks and working through groups, a cooperative mindset
that is crucial for success in such organizations [30, p.4-5].

The evolution of international communications, the proliferation of
international organizations, and the transparency of their proceedings have
reduced the incidence of economic coercion against RRPs by greater powers
and the risk of burdening costs alone [28, p.92]. As a result, rising regional
powers like Azerbaijan are incentivized to conduct their relations, especially
in the economic sphere, through regional organizations.

Azerbaijan prioritizes its efforts within the economic area to ensure
its interests are effectively represented. To address urge for economic
cooperation, among other needs, RRPs may seek membership within
international or regional organizations. This also helps them alleviate
vulnerabilities by integrating economically, and ensuring access to
innovations, and ideas that their small populations may not generate
independently [26, p.8]. To note, this article refers to regional organizations,
which are sub-category of international organizations, to study the case of
Azerbaijan, leaving other international organizations such as United Nations
and Organisation of Islamic Cooperation out of scope.

How Azerbaijan Engages in Economic Cooperation through
Regional Organizations?

Azerbaijan prioritizes transport projects within the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) with a distinct approach to enhancing
cooperation. President Ilham Aliyev highlights Azerbaijan’s commitment to
safeguarding the national interests of ECO member states, while actively
participating in major infrastructure and economic ventures within the
organization as a shareholder of the ECO Bank [24]. Azerbaijan’s role in
energy security through projects like the ‘Southern Gas Corridor®,
connecting seven countries and solidifying Azerbaijan’s position as a key
and reliable transportation hub in Eurasia is especially noteworthy.
Additionally, Azerbaijan recently introduced the concept of the ‘Zangazur

?> Note: This project, launched in 2018, aims to deliver gas from mainly Azerbaijani gas
fields in the Caspian Sea to the European market, diversifying the sources of natural gas for
Europe.
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corridor,” linking mainland Azerbaijan with Nakhchivan (exclave territory of
Azerbaijan) and Turkey, offering new transportation opportunities for the
region.

In 2021, the operationalization of the ECO-ITI (Islamabad-Tehran-
Istanbul) Road Corridor and following successful cargo dispatch from
Pakistan to Azerbaijan and Turkey underscores Azerbaijan’s commitment to
regional connectivity and transportation. Aliyev calls for practical measures
to implement other regional projects and expand the network of transport
corridors, aligning with the objectives outlined in the Transit Transport
Framework Agreement and Vision 2025 of the ECO [1]. In the same vein,
Azerbaijan’s proposal for an ECO Research Centre (think-tank)
demonstrates its constructive approach in advancing cooperation and
development strategies within the organization.

Azerbaijan cultivates trade relations with the Organization of Turkic
States (OTS). Initiatives undertaken by Azerbaijan include trilateral
meetings to strengthen regional connectivity and enhance trade relations,
such as the meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Transport of
Azerbaijan-Kazakhstan-Turkey and the meeting of Ministers of Foreign
Affairs, Trade/Economy, and Transport of Azerbaijan-Turkey-Uzbekistan.
These initiatives reinforce the actualization of the Trans-Caspian
International East-West-Middle Corridor at the center of which Azerbaijan is
situated.

Azerbaijan’s emphasis on trade is evidenced by projects like Baku-
Thilisi-Kars railway connection, operational since 2012, aimed at
streamlining transportation among Turkic states, hence increasing trade in
Eurasia region [7]. Meanwhile, Azerbaijan also seeks to pioneer new forms
of cooperation within OTS, as demonstrated by the Digital Hub project,
which involves construction of a high-speed internet line between Asia and
Europe as part of the Trans-Caspian Fiber Optic project.

Azerbaijan also recognizes the importance of cooperation within the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), especially following the
Second Karabakh War, in 2020, which necessitated rebuilding and
revitalizing the region affected by the conflict. President Ilham Aliyev
emphasizes the need for “companies from friendly countries to be involved
in the restoration of our cities and villages, and so that they can carry out
these projects and demonstrate solidarity” with the desire to “revive
Karabakh and make it one of the most developed regions in the world” [10].

Economic cooperation holds significant prospects and economic
benefits too, with particular emphasis made on the transport sector where
Azerbaijan has invested in infrastructure development (i.e. sea ports,
railways, airports) to facilitate trade in North-South and East-West
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directions. Despite efforts, back in 2015, Aliyev noted that there has been a
decline in trade turnover among CIS member countries, prompting the need
for innovative forms of economic interaction [9]. Therefore, President
Aliyev echoes the suggestion by Vladimir Putin to explore settlements in
national currencies and emphasizes the importance of strengthening new
economic model within the CIS.

The Organization for Democracy and Economic Development
(GUAM) aims to address important issues for the participating countries
through joint quadrilateral efforts, especially promoting peaceful conflict
resolution, combating separatism, developing secure transportation
corridors, and collaborating with European and trans-Atlantic institutions [4,
p.18]. Following the Washington Summit, in April 1999, President Heydar
Aliyev, then Chairman of GUAM, emphasized that the organization aims to
promote economic cooperation among its members, with a particular focus
on the Transcaucasian highway [19]. Similar position has been re-iterated by
Heydar Aliyev in the meeting of the presidents of the GUAM countries in
Yalta, in June 2001 [8, p.39].

As a founding member of GUAM, Azerbaijan actively supports the
organization’s shift to become a project-oriented institution [3]. Azerbaijan
places special importance on mutually beneficial cooperation in various
areas such as trade, transport, customs, energy, tourism, technology, and
agriculture. The country is also an initiator and active participant in projects
aimed at facilitating and digitizing trade and transport routes of the region.
Azerbaijan has chaired GUAM on several occasions, precisely in 2008,
2012, 2016, 2020 and 2024. Moreover, Azerbaijan served as the coordinator
for various working groups, including transport in 2011-2012 and 2019-
2020, energy from in 2011 and 2018, information technologies in 2011-2012
and 2015-2016, and culture and tourism in 2013-2014 [15].

Azerbaijan, during its chairmanship periods of GUAM in 2016,
2020, and 2024, consistently prioritized economic cooperation as reflected in
the official chairmanship documents®. Across all chairmanship terms,
Azerbaijan placed special emphasis on the development of the GUAM
Transport Corridor, facilitating trade and transit through closer collaboration
with international partners and member states. Key initiatives included

® Visit following links (documents) for more detail: https://guam-
organization.org/en/chairmanship-of-the-republic-of-azerbaijan-2024/ Document name:
“Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2024)”; https://guam-
organization.org/en/chairmanship-of-the-republic-of-azerbaijan-2020/ Document name:
“Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2020)”; https://guam-
organization.org/en/2016-chairmanship-of-azerbaijan-in-the-guam/ Document name: “2016
— Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan in GUAM”
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advancing the Protocol on Rules of Origin for commodities, promoting
digitalization in transport and customs, and enhancing energy security with a
focus on sustainability and climate resilience. While the 2016 chairmanship
highlighted the creation of a “GUAM window” at border checkpoints to
speed up border crossings, the 2020 chairmanship concentrated on the
feasibility study of the GUAM transport corridor and cooperation with
customs officers.

Azerbaijan is also the founding member of the Black Sea
Cooperation Organization (BSEC) and has chaired the organization on
multiple occasions, particularly in 2003, 2004, 2009, and 2018, and hosted
more than 20 events at various levels of the organization [18]. Moreover,
Azerbaijan has actively contributed to the BSEC by participating in the
preparation and adoption of over 11 official documents during the working
group meetings [5]. From 2005 to 2007, it coordinated the activities of the
energy working group. Additionally, in February 2014, Azerbaijan hosted a
High-Level Forum in Baku to promote private sector involvement in agro-
food chain development. More recently, Azerbaijan was appointed to
coordinate the BSEC Working Group on small and medium-sized
enterprises from 2022 to 2024, and the Working Group on Energy from
2023 to 2025.

During these meetings and country’s chairmanship period
cooperation projects in transportation, energy, communication, and trade
have Dbeen implemented. Azerbaijan emphasizes the development of
cooperation within the organization based on mutual interests in various
priority areas, including trade, customs, transport and energy. Azerbaijan has
actively supported initiatives to enhance the efficiency of the BSEC. The
organization has provided Azerbaijan with a platform for fostering regional
and interregional economic cooperation, contributing to the country’s
economic development and building ties between the Black and Caspian Sea
regions [2].

Although Azerbaijan holds the status of a dialogue partner within the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), at the Samarkand Summit in
2022, President Ilham Aliyev highlighted the country’s active engagement in
various fields, including security, economy, culture, and humanitarian
cooperation. To note, Azerbaijan’s invitation to participate in the SCO’s
Samarkand Summit as a guest of honor marked Azerbaijan’s first attendance
at such high-level SCO event. Invitation by Uzbekistan certainly encouraged
Azerbaijan’s active participation and created aspiration for full membership
to the organization.

Vladimir Norov, former SCO Secretary-General, acknowledged
Azerbaijan’s role as one of the most engaged dialogue partners, particularly
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in security, economic, cultural, and humanitarian spheres [20]. President
Aliyev underscores Azerbaijan’s commitment to enhancing cooperation with
SCO member states, emphasizing bilateral and trilateral infrastructure and
energy projects as key priorities. During the meeting with SCO Secretary-
General, in 2019, Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister, Elmar Mammadyarov,
lauded the SCO’s initiatives and expressed Azerbaijan’s eagerness to deepen
collaboration in mutually beneficial areas. He specifically highlighted
Azerbaijan’s interest in enhancing cooperation with SCO countries in the
transport sector, including participation in relevant projects and organizing
joint thematic events [20].

Azerbaijan’s relationship with the European Union (EU) has evolved
and grown closer since gaining independence in 1991, although the country
do not seek joining the EU formally. Initially, the focus was on technical
assistance due to the country’s economic challenges, while the conflict with
Armenia over Karabakh constituted another aspect in the relations [27,
p.740].

Azerbaijani-EU engagement reached its comprehensive form with
the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement signed in 1996. Subsequent
policy frameworks such as the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) in
2004 and the Eastern Partnership Program (EaP) in 2009, further
emphasized ‘European’ values in Azerbaijan such as democratization, good
governance and market reforms, and aimed at multilateral cooperation.

After Azerbaijan’s accession to the European Neighbourhood Policy
(ENP), a new policy framework for Azerbaijan-EU relations was adopted
with the name of the “Republic of Azerbaijan-EU Action Plan” in 2006.
This Action Plan, which replaced the Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement, outlined 10 priority areas for further development, including a
peaceful resolution to the Karabakh conflict, strengthening democracy,
improving the business and investment climate, enhancing customs services,
and promoting energy and transport cooperation between the EU and
Azerbaijan [25].

Azerbaijan is one of the six former Soviet republics® participating in
the Eastern Partnership program to support political and economic reforms
and foster closer ties between the countries of the region and the EU.
Azerbaijan gained EU support for the construction of pipelines to transport
Azerbaijani gas to Europe. Baku also negotiated a visa facilitation and
readmission agreement, which simplified the visa process for Azerbaijani
citizens. For instance, thanks to the visa facilitation agreement, a vast

* Note: Others being Armenia, Belarus, Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine.
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number of students gained the opportunity to pursue their education in
European higher education institutions with less obstacles and paperwork>.

Azerbaijan-EU relations are often seen as primarily driven by
pragmatic considerations. Azerbaijan particularly focuses on cooperation in
economic sphere which does not stipulate legally binding political
commitments [17]. The EU states are the country’s largest foreign trade
partners and investors, while Azerbaijan is considered an important strategic
partner in the energy sector, providing resources to meet a considerable
portion of the EU’s oil and gas needs [6, p.17]. For example, Azerbaijan
currently supplies around 5% of the EU’s gas demand®. Thus, Azerbaijan
serves as Europe’s link to the wider Caspian region, where energy-rich fields
lay, and plays a role of “key partner on Caspian regional energy projects [13,
p.10].”

Indeed, energy sector has been a defining factor in mutual
cooperation between Azerbaijan and the EU since early 1990s [12, p. 33].
The energy relations have revolved around the Southern Gas Corridor
(SGC). The SGC consists of three pipelines that connect Azerbaijani energy
to Georgia, Turkey, Greece, Albania, and then to Italy’. The main supplier
for the SGC is the Shah Deniz field — located in Azerbaijan’s sector of
Caspian Sea. The EU signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Azerbaijan in 2006, and later the Joint Declaration on the South Corridor in
2011, reiterating the union’s commitments to energy projects. Moreover, in
2016, these foundations were further expanded under new EU program,
thanks to which Azerbaijan was entitled to take advantage of EU’s
technological and financial resources to solidify the energy policy [6, p.17].

Conclusion

The case study of Azerbaijan within the Economic Cooperation
Organization, the Organization of Turkic States, the Commonwealth of
Independent States, the Organization for Democracy and Economic
Development, the Black Sea Cooperation Organization, the Shanghai
Cooperation, and European Union illustrate how rising regional powers can

> Note: Since 2014, 488 Erasmus+ international mobility projects have taken place
involving Azerbaijan higher education institutions. More than 2,000 students and academic
staff from Azerbaijan were supported to study or teach in the EU. Source:
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/document/download/2c6527b7-198e-42ce-
b72f-202355afbhadd_en

® Source: https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/european-neighbourhood-
policy/countries-region/azerbaijan_en

’ Note: Those three gas pipelines are the South Caucasus Pipeline (SCP) passing through
Azerbaijan and Georgia, the Trans-Anatolian Pipeline (TANAP) crossing Turkey, and the
Trans-Adriatic Pipeline (TAP) connecting Greece, Albania and Italy.
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effectively navigate regional organizations to further their interests. Despite
their developing economies and limited influence in economic negotiations,
these nations have managed to effectively leverage their positions to foster
regional cooperation, enhance trade, and promote strategic initiatives.

Azerbaijan exemplifies how energy resources and strategic
geographical positioning can be utilized to build substantial influence within
regional organizations. Its active participation in the Eastern Partnership and
its pivotal role in the Southern Gas Corridor underscore Azerbaijan’s
capacity to shape regional energy policies and secure critical investments.
The country’s pragmatic approach to foreign policy, focusing on economic
gains while maintaining strategic partnerships, allows it to navigate complex
international dynamics effectively.

Azerbaijan illustrates that rising regional powers can achieve significant
economic and political outcomes by engaging in capacity-building, coalition-
forming, and strategic partnerships within regional organizations. These states
utilize their unique strengths, such as Azerbaijan’s energy resources and
strategic location, to maximize their influence and achieve their national
objectives. In this respect, Azerbaijan takes advantage of its membership within
I0s to gain support for regional projects such as oil and gas pipelines, serving as
a bridge between the East and West.

The experience of Azerbaijan also demonstrates that regional
organizations play a vital role in reducing transaction costs, facilitating
cooperation, and providing platforms for RRPs to amplify their voices. By
participating in these organizations, rising regional powers can mitigate their
inherent vulnerabilities and leverage collective action to achieve greater
economic stability and growth.

In conclusion, the ability of rising regional powers to play significant
roles in international economic cooperation is not limited by their smaller
economic scale. Instead, it is their strategic use of regional organizations, their
focus on specific economic sectors, and their ability to form effective coalitions
and partnerships that drive their success. This case study underscores the
importance of regional organizations in providing a conducive environment for
smaller states to thrive and further their national interests on the global stage.
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