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To strive for knowledge is the duty of every Muslim.
—Saying or Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad,
recorded in the tenth century by the scholar
Abu Isa Muhammad Tirmidhi (824-892)
from Tirmidh (Termez), and inscribed at the
entrance to the madrasa of Ulughbeg, ruler and
astronomer, Samarkand, ca 1420

®

Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom.
And with all thy getting, get understanding.
—Bible, Proverbs 4.7, King James Version
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“Lost Enlightennent brilliantly re-creates for us the world of C
centuries was not a backwater but a center of world civilizatio
of the large historical sweep as well as an cye for detail, Fred
important book that will be a resource for years to come.”

AUTHOR OF
THE ORIGINS OF POLITICAL ORDER

“A delight to read, this is a fine survey of the intellectual and cultural history of
Central Asia by a distinguished historian. By showing the remarkable discoveries in
astronomy, mathematics, medicine, and other fields made by Central Asians from the
carliest times, Lost Enlightenment is certain to surprise many readers by challenging
traditional misconceptions of the region. The book’s biographical approach makes
for lively reading. Anyone interested in the Silk Roads will find it enthralling.”

. AUTHOR OF
THE MONGOLS: A VERY SHORT INTRODUCTION

“For more than three hundred years the Islamic world exercised the scientific and

philoﬁophical mastery of Europe. With compelling urgency and lucidity, Lost

Enlightenment tells the story of the rise and tragic demise of this golden age of

Islamic learning in Central Asia. It is a story whose lesson we should never be al-
lowed to forget.”

AUTHOR OF

THE ENLIGHTENMENT: AND WHY IT STILL MATTERS

“From 800 to 1200, Central Asia was the world’s most advanced civilization in the
sciences, mathematics, medicine, law, and art. Starr’s Lost Enlightenment thought-
fully explains this astonishing evolution and its end.”

“Fred Starr makes the most persuasive case yet that medieval Central Asia was a ma-
jor center of civilization and high culture—and what a picture emerges.”
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

“This ambitious and much-needed book will be an eye-opener for many readers.
S. Frederick Starr shows that Central Asia, often viewed today as a backwater, pro-
duced some of the most outstanding minds of the Middle Ages.”

AUTHOR OF
CENTRAL ASIA IN WORLD HISTORY

“Drawing on his vast knowledge and experience of Central Asia, Fred Starr provides
a brilliant account of the history and culture of the land that produced some of
the greatest Islamic scholars, scientists, saints, artists, and architects. Thanks to this
book, the Central Asian cnllghtenmem is no longer as lost as some might think.”

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY
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“Mialliflik hiiququ vo olagoli hiiquglar hagqinda” Azorbaycan
Respublikasi Qanununa va nasr 1lina, 6lka ti¢iin mithiim shomiyyat
kosb etdiyino goro bu elektron resursdan yalmiz kitabxananin
“Lokal sobokodon istifads iizro oxu zali’nda istifado etmok olar.
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Due to Law of Azerbaijan Republic on “Copyright and related
laws”, year of publication and for this reason that this material is
important for our republic you can use this electron resource only
in the “Local network reading hall”.
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"UuTaapHOM 3aJi€ MO MCIOJIb30BAHUIO JIOKAJIIBHOW CETH'.
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