Winner of the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize

e BOOK o
NEGROES

EAWRENGLE FL LR

‘Beautiful, compelling . . .
faces the terrible truth

about slavery’ The Times




)~ i/_@“//z; D

THE BOOK OF
NEGROES

Lawrence Hill

BLACK SWAN



TRANSWORLD PUBLISHERS
61-63 Uxbridge Road, London W5 55A
A Random House Group Company
www.rbooks.co.uk

THE BOOK OF NEGROES
A BLACK SWAN BOOK: 9780552775489

First published in Canada by HarperCollins Ltd
Published in the United States as Someone Knows My Name

First published in Great Britain
in 2009 by Doubleday
an imprint of Transworld Publishers
Black Swan edition published 2010

Copyright © Lawrence Hill 2007

Historical documents courtesy of The National Archives, London
(ref: PRO30/55/100, pp. 37, 38)

Lawrence Hill has asserted his right under the Copyright, Designs and Patents
Act 1988 to be identified as the author of this work.

This book is a work of fiction and, except in the case of historical fact, any
resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, is purely coincidental.

A CIP catalogue record for this book
is available from the British Library.

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not,
by way of trade or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out,
or otherwise circulated without the publisher’s prior
consent in any form of binding or cover other than that
in which it is published and without a similar condition,
including this condition, being imposed on the
subsequent purchaser.

Addresses for Random House Group Ltd companies outside the UK
can be found at: www.randomhouse.co.uk
The Random House Group Ltd Reg. No. 954009

The Random House Group Limited supports The Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC), the leading international forest certification organisation. All our titles
that are printed on Greenpeace approved FSC certified paper carry the FSC
logo. Our paper procurement policy can be found at
www.rbooks.co.uk/environment

-]
Mixed Sources

Product group from well-managed
forests and other controlled sources
Cart no. TI-COC-2139
FSC I ioma

Typeset in 11/13pt Giovanni Book by Falcon Oast Graphic Art Ltd.
Printed in the UK by CPI Cox & Wyman, Reading, RG1 8EX.

6810975

For my daughter and kindred spirit,
Geneviéve Aminata
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‘In its grand historical swi

admirably in giving voice Rt
people who were for so long kept mute’
Sunday Times

Abducted from her West African village at the age of eleven
and sold as a slave in the American South, Aminata Diallo
thinks only of freedom - and of finding her way home again.
After escaping the plantation, torn from her husband and
child, she passes through Manhattan in the chaos of the
Revolutionary War, is shipped to Nova Scotia, and then joins a
group of freed slaves on a harrowing return odyssey to Africa.

Lawrence Hill’s epic novel, winner of the Commonwealth
Writers’ Prize, spans three continents and six decades to bring
to life a dark and shameful chapter in our history through the

story of one brave and resourceful woman.

‘A colossal achievement...heartrending yet inspiring’
Independent on Sunday

‘The ebb and flow of Aminata’s fortunes is gripping stuff, with
the horrors inflicted upon her and her people brought to life
almost matter-of-factly — and all the more enraging for that’

Daily Mail

‘Fitting that this ambitious revision of slave narratives should
have won the overall Commonwealth Writers® Prize in the
year that the American electorate demolished one of its most
persistent categories of exclusion’

Independent



“Mialliflik hiiququ vo olagoli hiiquglar hagqinda” Azorbaycan
Respublikasi Qanununa va nasr 1lina, 6lka ti¢iin mithiim shomiyyat
kosb etdiyino goro bu elektron resursdan yalmiz kitabxananin
“Lokal sobokodon istifads iizro oxu zali’nda istifado etmok olar.
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Due to Law of Azerbaijan Republic on “Copyright and related
laws”, year of publication and for this reason that this material is
important for our republic you can use this electron resource only
in the “Local network reading hall”.
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[IpyuHMMas BO BHUMaHUE 3aKoH A3epOaiimkaHckon PecnyOnuku
"OO aBTOPCKOM MpaBe U COMYTCTBYIOIIUM MpaBam', TOJ1 U31aHUs, U
YpE3BBIYAMHYIO Ba)XHOCTh JIsI CTpPaHbl, IOJY4YHUTh JIOCTYI K
JTAHHOMY 3JIEKTPOHHOMY PECYPCY MOXKHO TOJBKO B OMOJHOTECYHOM
"UuTaapHOM 3aJi€ MO MCIOJIb30BAHUIO JIOKAJIIBHOW CETH'.
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