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1914, and an English archaeologist called Somerville is
fulfilling a lifelong dream: to direct an excavation in the
desert of Mesopotamia. Yet forces beyond his control

threaten his work.

The Great War is looming, and various interest groups are vying for control
‘over the land and its many prizes. And Somerville, whose intention is purely
to discover and preserve the land’s ancient treasures, finds his idealism sorely

tested. Naked ambition, treachery and greed are at play in this thri]lin_g
adventure from the master of the historical novel.

“The reader is caught up in the excitement of Somerville’s discoveries. Richly
. peopled, fast-moving, cleverly plotted, written with economy and elegance,
. this novel has the satisfying density and sweep of a book twice its length’
Sunday Times

‘Though Unsworth’s fiction is historical, its themes — mainly concerning the
power of self-deception — are universal ... Unsworth’s tale has the slow burn
S

“The historical novel should do three things: make tangible the period'in“
testion; reflect it in to the modern world; and, like all novels, entertain.
Barry Unsworth is a master of all three concerns.’
' S Times Literary Supplement.

of a professionally laid fuse burning towards an explosive finale.’"
Daily Telegraph
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“Mialliflik hiiququ vo olagoli hiiquglar hagqinda” Azorbaycan
Respublikasi Qanununa va nasr 1lina, 6lka ti¢iin mithiim shomiyyat
kosb etdiyino goro bu elektron resursdan yalmiz kitabxananin
“Lokal sobokodon istifads iizro oxu zali’nda istifado etmok olar.
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Due to Law of Azerbaijan Republic on “Copyright and related
laws”, year of publication and for this reason that this material is
important for our republic you can use this electron resource only
in the “Local network reading hall”.
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[IpyuHMMas BO BHUMaHUE 3aKoH A3epOaiimkaHckon PecnyOnuku
"OO aBTOPCKOM MpaBe U COMYTCTBYIOIIUM MpaBam', TOJ1 U31aHUs, U
YpE3BBIYAMHYIO Ba)XHOCTh JIsI CTpPaHbl, IOJY4YHUTh JIOCTYI K
JTAHHOMY 3JIEKTPOHHOMY PECYPCY MOXKHO TOJBKO B OMOJHOTECYHOM
"UuTaapHOM 3aJi€ MO MCIOJIb30BAHUIO JIOKAJIIBHOW CETH'.



