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For iny mother, Eva Figes (née Unger, Berlin 1932)
and to the memory of the family we lost
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‘My book of the year’ )

ANDREW MARR, OBSERVER, BOOKS OF THE YEAR

“The most haunting history I have read in years’
RUTH SCURR, THE TIMES, BOOKS OF THE YEAR

This is the story of the lives of ordinary people in Stalin’s
Russia: a world where everyone was afraid to talk and a society
spoke in whispers, whether to protect friends and family —

or to betray them. Where a junior worker might inform on
their superior to get their job; a husband to get rid of a lover;
a neighbour out of petty jealousy. Where living a double life
became the norm and yet, somehow; a few defied the state.

Orlando Figes’ phenomenal book gives a voice to these
silent survivors for the first time.

‘Amazing ... a collective testimony in which you can

hear voices through a doorway open at last’
ALEXANDER COCKBURN, SUNDAY TIMES

‘Heart-rending’ ANTONY BEEVOR, THE TIMES

‘Here is history that goes beyond explorations of great
events, investigating the inner lives of those Soviet millions

forced to whisper ... saves myriad voices from oblivion’
HELEN SIMPSON, GUARDIAN, BOOKS QF THE YEAR ’

‘Groundbreaking and intensely moving’
ANDREW HOLGATE.,I?L:FNP:}%Y TIMES, BOOKS OF THE YEAR

‘A very important book ... authoritative,

vivid, precise and, in places, almost =

unbearabiy moving’ ”M).*’-‘-_"‘ Kitab Mearkazi
NOEL MALCOLM, SUNDAY TELEGRAFH,
BOOKS OF THE YEAR
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“Mialliflik hiiququ vo olagoli hiiquglar hagqinda” Azorbaycan
Respublikasi Qanununa va nasr 1lina, 6lka ti¢iin mithiim shomiyyat
kosb etdiyino goro bu elektron resursdan yalmiz kitabxananin
“Lokal sobokodon istifads iizro oxu zali’nda istifado etmok olar.
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Due to Law of Azerbaijan Republic on “Copyright and related
laws”, year of publication and for this reason that this material is
important for our republic you can use this electron resource only
in the “Local network reading hall”.
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[IpyuHMMas BO BHUMaHUE 3aKoH A3epOaiimkaHckon PecnyOnuku
"OO aBTOPCKOM MpaBe U COMYTCTBYIOIIUM MpaBam', TOJ1 U31aHUs, U
YpE3BBIYAMHYIO Ba)XHOCTh JIsI CTpPaHbl, IOJY4YHUTh JIOCTYI K
JTAHHOMY 3JIEKTPOHHOMY PECYPCY MOXKHO TOJBKO B OMOJHOTECYHOM
"UuTaapHOM 3aJi€ MO MCIOJIb30BAHUIO JIOKAJIIBHOW CETH'.



