Keli's‘\ .

‘Dark, witty and
often moving’
Sunday Telegraph

Bestselling author of No
and The Whole D



‘Intelligent, generous and closely observed stories. Gale
is exquisitely alert to the details of human behaviour. He is
at his best drilling into those who live the most ordinary
lives® Sydney Morning Herald

By the same author

The Aerodynamics of Pork
Ease
Kansas in August
Facing the Tank
Little Bits of Baby
The Cat Sanctuary
Caesar’s Wife
The Facts of Life
Dangerous Pleasures
Tree Surgery for Beginners
Rough Music
A Sweet Obscurity
Friendly Fire
Notes from the Exhibition
The Whole Day Through

- HD %7 3

PATRICK GALE

Gentleman’s Relish

FOURTH ESTATE - London



Fourth Estate
An imprint of HarperCollinsPublishers
77-85 Fulham Palace Road
Hammersmith
London Wé 8]B
www.4thestate.co.uk

Visit our authors’ blog at www.fifthestare.co.uk
Love this book? www.bookarmy.com

This Fourth Estate paperback edition published 2010
1

First published in Grear Britain by Fourth Estate in 2009
Copyright © Patrick Gale 2009

Patrick Gale asserts the moral right to be identified as the
author of this work

A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library
ISBN 978-0-00-731346-4
Set in Sabon by

Palimpsest Book Production Limited,
Grang ith, Stirlingshi

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, St Ives ple

-]
Mixed Sources

FSC is a non-profit international organisation established to promote the
responsible management of the world’s forests. Products carrying the FSC label
are independently certified to assure consumers that they come from forests that
are managed to meert the social, economic and ecological needs of present and

future generations.

Find out more abour HarperCollins and the environment at
www.harpercollins.co.uk/green

This short story collection is entirely a work of fiction. The names,
characters and incidents portrayed in it are the work of the author's
imagination. Any r blance to actual persons, living or dead,
events or localities is entirely coincidental,

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or atherwise, without the prior
permission of the publishers.

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade
or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated without the
publisher’s prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that
in which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition
being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

e

For Aidan Hicks



CONTENTS

The Lesson 1
Cookery 21
Fourth of July, 1862 41
Saving Space 3
Petals on a Pool 65
Obedience 91
In the Camp 113
The Dark Cutter 127
Making Hay 147
Brahms and Moonshine 163
The Excursion 175
Husheéd Casket 189
Dream Lover 215
Sleep Tight 227
Freedom 239

Gentleman’s Relish 251



deftness and insig]

‘Stories with spice. Further evidendig //| // ;7
- /(,

Independent

KS tn
no Ct
! 5 wil
0
¥ ||\ | to the i\l..:”.”‘:.‘ s and
this exhilarating collection of stories
riences both common and uncommon, and
e wit, tenderness . :-.f»-i'_.:l:_‘:_M\\_'hn:il‘l.li\'.--
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every word he tells you’
Independent on Sunday

‘A fine writer’
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kosb etdiyino goro bu elektron resursdan yalmiz kitabxananin
“Lokal sobokodon istifads iizro oxu zali’nda istifado etmok olar.

* %k 3k

Due to Law of Azerbaijan Republic on “Copyright and related
laws”, year of publication and for this reason that this material is
important for our republic you can use this electron resource only
in the “Local network reading hall”.
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[IpyuHMMas BO BHUMaHUE 3aKoH A3epOaiimkaHckon PecnyOnuku
"OO aBTOPCKOM MpaBe U COMYTCTBYIOIIUM MpaBam', TOJ1 U31aHUs, U
YpE3BBIYAMHYIO Ba)XHOCTh JIsI CTpPaHbl, IOJY4YHUTh JIOCTYI K
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